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PEEFACE. 


For all defects in the following pages^ whicli 
originally 'were intended for private circnlatlona the 
author has but one apology, that the notes from 
which it has been compiled were taken just as 
opportunities could be snatched from more important 
duties. The details of the Siege of Delhi” have 
been taken from Major Norman’s journal; much 
other information has been gleaned therefrom, and 
from the public despatches. 

The account of the mutiny at Oawnpore was 
given to me by Mr. Sherer, Civil Service, at that 
station : its author I do not know. 
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SEPOY ABMY OP BENGAL. 


CHAPTER L 

OUTBREAK OP THE MUTIKY. 

Politicians at various times had prophesied that we 
slioiild some morning awake and find that our Indian 
Empire had melted from our grasp. The enormous 
increase to the native army by the contingents raised 
to guard the newly acquired territories of Gwalior^ 
the Punjaub^ and Oude^ with no corresponding 
increase to the European foi'ce, gave the native 
population reason to think that they had every chance 
of being able to drive our small European force 
from the country. From cii’cumstances which -have 
since come to light, it is clear that a simultaneous 
rising was intended on some Sunday, while all the 
[ 8 ] 
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2 EIGHT MONTHS’ CAIVIPAIGK. 

European troops were at cliurcli; tlie conduct of 
the native troops at Meerut precipitated matters, 
and prevented such a terrible consummation, which, 
utterly unprepared as was the country, could not 
have been withstood. 

Many reasons have been assigned for the rising ; 
but, to use the words of the late lamented General 
Nicholson, than whom none more fully understood 
the native character, Neither greased cartridges, 
the annexation of Oude, nor the paucity of European 
officers were the causes. For years,” said, 
have watched the army, and felt sure they only 
wanted their opportunity to try their strength 
with us,” 

Whatever may have been the causes, in the com- 
mencement of 1857 the first deep mutterings of the 
storm were hoard : at Barrackpore and Berhampore, 
a strong mutinous spirit was displayed. Whether 
more stringent measures might not have crushed the 
mutiny at its outset, is a point now past arguing 
T^ipbu* Few were willing to believe that the tornado 
was more than a transient cloud. More than one 
regiment at Barrackpore was disbanded; the General 
and his mutinous sepoys parted, shedding ^^idle 
tears the former to return to temporise with those 
who as yet were not in open mutiny, the latter to 
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join tlieir bretliren at Dellii, where arms by thonsands 
were ready to their hands. 

On the 13th of May the news of the mutiny and 
iiiassacre at Meerut reached Sealkote. 

The troops at Mean Meer by timely energy were 
<lisarmed ; but still Brigadier Brind, who commanded 
at Sealkote/ would not believe that the infection had 
spread to the regiments under his command. The 
artillery^ with that hital security which had lulled all 
India into the most stolid incredulity of the hurricane 
about to bursty was isolated from the only European 
regiment at the station. 

To remedy this, my batteiy was ordered up to the 
lines of IL M/s 52nd, while a portion of that regiment 
was sent for the protection of Colonel Dawes’ troop 
of Horse Artillery; thus bringing the two Native 
Infantry corps between the fires of both batteries, and 
cutting off tlieir cornmunication with the 9 th Light 
Cavalry, which was on the left, thrown back* The 
arrangement was a most judicious one. 

The season in wdiich the mutiny broke out formed 
one of its most terrible features* Though tlie mutter- 
ings were heard early in the year, no active measures 
were taken until after the Meerut massacre in May; 
at which time, on ordinary occasions^ all European 
soldiers are prohibited from leaving their barracks 
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from 8 A. M. tmtll near sunset, and unnecessary 
exposure under canvas would be considered madness. 
The emergency required that not only should the 
army take the field, but that the ladies and children 
should be sent to some place of safety. 

Sir John Lawrence recommended that all from 
Sealkote should be sent to Lahore. 

The wives and children of the soldiers were ordered 
over under escort; but few ladies attended to the 
advice so wisely tendered, and those who remained 
reaped the horrors of the mutiny of the 9th July. 

A Punjabee of wealth and high reputation, to 
whom I had been of some service, volunteered, if I 
would place my wife and two children under his 
charge, to escort them to Lahore ;"after the massacres 
at Delhi and Meerut it was a terribly anxious undei"- 
taking, but I resolved implicitly to trust him, and 
nobly he fulfilled his promise. 

To add to our troubles, the two children were 
suffering, the one from cramp the other from 
ophthalmia ; but Providence, whose protecting hand 
had been so marked in our favour during this event- 
ful year, brought them safely through their journey 
to Lahore, where the open doors and warm hearts of 
my friends Mr. and Mrs. Montgomery, were open to 
receive them. 
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Eor tlie army at large^ who were turned into camp 
at this inclement season, little could he done ; tents 
with the thermometer at 120 cannot be pleasant 
under any circumstances, 

A jolly growl ms ail the art I knew, | 

To make me happy and to keep me so.’^ 

Blit I anticipate eyents, it was on the 20tli of 
May that orders were received for the formation of 
a moveable column to patrol the Punjaub, for the 
suppression of the mutiny. To raise the required 
force it was necessary to withdraw the European 
troops from Sealkote, Sir John Lawrence implored 
Brigadier Brind not to &ncy that the political horizon 
was growing clearer ; adding that the interests of 
individiial stations must not he allowed to interfere 
with the salvation of the country. Yet even with this 
warning, and the fact that it had been found neces- 
sary to disarm the troops at Mean Meer, the 46tli 
Native Infantry and a wing of the 9th Cavalry 
remained armed at Sealkote until after the with- 
drawal of the European troops; when to disarm 
them was impossible,' ■ 

This infatuation was not singular : nothing in 
the history of the revolution seems more wonderful 
than the temper evinced by every ofBcer of the 
native army, if you only hinted at the prol)ability of 
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corps going wrong; while the same man would 
willingly allow that no other was safe : the truth of 
the old proverb, that every crow thinks its own 
bairn the whitest,” was fully evinced; but gradually 
every bairn showed, as he slipped away from the 
parent hand, that he was not a bit better than his 
neighbours. , 

On the night of the 25th of May, the Sealkote 
Brigade,* consisting of H. M.’s 52nd, Colonel Dawes’^ 
Troop of Horse Artillery, hTo. 17 Battery, a wing 
of the 9th Cavalry, and the 35th Light Infantry, 
marched, and on the morning of the 27th joined the 
remainder of the column at W'nzeez’abad. 

Many alterations had been made in its original 
organization, conseciuent on the threatening aspect 
of affairs in the north of the Punjaub ; but even then 
that noble policy of denuding the Punjauh to rescue 
the North-Western Provinces (and which may be 
said to have been the salvation of India) was in 
progress. Regiments of Punjaubees were being 
pushed rapidly towards Delhi by marches which 
appeared fabulous ; new levies were rising as if 

* Two liimdred of H. M.’s 52nd, witli two guns of Colonel 
Dawes* Troop, remained for some days behind the column, but 
subsequently joined it. The regiment originally ordered was the 
46th N. I.; but Brigadier Brind fancied the 46th was more trust- 
worthy, and he therefore obtained permission toretain it and send 
on the 35th N. 1. 
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by magic; and all departments evinced tlie energy 
of tlie master-mind wliicli guided tbe operations of 
the Punjaub. 

Having organized bis column at Wuzeerabad, 
Brigadier-General Cbamberlain^ wbo bad been ap- 
pointed to command, iiiarcbed on the morning of 
the 28tb for Lahore^; arriving on the banks of the 
Ravee at Shadarah on the 1st of June. 

It was tbought not improbable that the native 
troops might show some disinclination to cross the 
bridge ; secret instructions were given to meet this 
emergency, aiid, although it did not become neces- 
sary to carry tliein out, they showed that General 
Chamberlain had no idea of half measures, should 
coercion have been required. 

On the 2 9 til, at Goojramvalla, the Rev. Cave 
Brown, our appointed chaplain, had joined the camp 
and shared my tent.'^ Tlie column remained some 
days at Lahore. 

On the 9tli of June, at Anarknllee, two sepoys 
of the 35th were tried by a drum-head coart-martial 
for mutinous language, and sentenced to be blown 

It may be well to explain to tlie amnitiated that when in 
camp in hot weather, the most effective plan is to pile the bed- 
clothes on your bed to check the direct influence of the rays of 
the sun, and lie yourself underneath it. tliis predicament Mr. 

Cave Brown found me, and willingly took possession of the upper 
storey. 
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away from tlie guns. Tlie execution was a terrible 
one. Haying been directed to carry it out in my 
battery^ I was close to the wretches, and could watch 
every feature; they showed the most perfect 
apathy: one man merely saying that he had some 
money in the hands of the non-commissioned officer 
of his company; the other never uttered a word.* 

This -was the first tragedy of the kind carried out, 
and must have struck awe and terror into the minds 
of all who witnessed it. 

Deeming it expedient that the presence of a large 
body of European troops should be known throughout 
the Punjaub, on the lOtli of June General Chamber- 
lain marched the column to Umritsur, arriving on 
the morning of the 11th. On the evening of that 
day a fakeer, who had been caught tampering with 
some of Colonel Coke’s regiment of Punjaubees, 
wuis hung not only in front of the force assembled, 
but in the presence of nearly the whole population 
of Umritsur, who crowded out to witness the 
execution. 

The weather continued very oppressive, but the 

* Sines this execution I have seen many men Iran g and 
executed in various ways. They all evinced the same indifference 
as to life or death; one man bowed his head to me as he was 
being tied to the gun and said, “ Salaam, Captain Sahib, Salaam, 
gora log/* “ Good-bye Captain, good-bye Europeans.” 
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European troops were accommodated in the palace 
in the Earn Bagh in comparative comfort. 

On the 14th of June the foi’ce again marched 
towards the Jullnndur Dooab, crossing the river 
Beeas on the 18th, and arriving at Jullnndur on 
the 20th. 

While at Umritsur the news was received of the 
engagements at Badul-ka-Serai, the death of the 
Adjutant-General of the anny. Colonel Chester, and 
the appointment of General Chamberlain to fill this 
vacant position. Colonel Nicholson, an officer also 
well known in the Punjaub, took command of the 
column on the 22nd, and on the 24th left Jullundur 
for Phillore. No sooner had General Nicholson 
joined the column than he made his presence felt 
among us ; an expeditionary force was organized for 
any sudden and lengthened enterprise, in which 
our foot infantry could not possibly have kept up. 

His arrangements were to keep three of the Horse 
Artillery guns intact, to mount the remainder of the 
troop as cavalry, while twelve ammunition waggons, 
emptied, were to carry provisions for a certain 
number of days ; and on each waggon nine riflemen 
of H. M.’s 52nd were mounted as a guard for the 
guns, or for any offensive operations. 

Although the force was never brought into action. 
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the arrangement for the purpose required would 
have been found most useful and effective. 

Within four miles of Jullundur the road from 
Hooshiarpore joins the trunk road. At the latter 
station was cantoned the 33rd Native Infantry^ to 
whom orders were despatched to join the column 
at Phillore by a forced march. 

General Nicholson knew full well that^ although 
not in open mutiny, to leave this regiment ai'med 
in his rear was fraught with danger; while already 
with his own column he had a force of native infantry 
and cavalry exceeding in numbers his Europeans : 
to use his own words, Mutiny is like small-pox, 
it spreads quickly, and must be crushed as soon 
as possible.” 

On idle morning of the 25th of June the column 
marched under the walls of the Fort of Phillore. 
The artillery, with H. M.’s 52nd on either flank, 
were drawn up on the right of the road unlimbered. 
The 35th, little dreaming of the trap into which they 
were led, marched unconsciously up the road in 
column, and not until within a short distance of the 
guns did the true light of their position dawn upon 
them; quietly they piled their arms, which were 
taken to the fort. The 33rd followed their example, 
and were dealt with in a similar manne^^ 
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No doubt can exist as to the -wisdoni of this 
measure; reports were current^ and authentic infor- 
mation had been^ I believe, received that the 35th 
were in communication with the mutineers at Delhi, 
and only waited their opportunity, with the wing 
of the 9th Cavalry, to attack the column ; the only 
reason the latter was not disarmed was the effect 
it might have had on the other wing at Sealkote. 

The manner in which the disarming was carried 
out showed the greatest tact on the part of the 
Commander ; orders had been sent to the police at 
the bridge of boats that, at the first sound of firing, 
the bridge was to be cut away* 

Well do I remember, as leaning over one of my 
guns, the coolness with which he gave every order ; 
his last was, If they bolt, you follow as hard as 
you can, the bridge will have been destroyed, and 
we shall have a second Sobraon on a small scale.’’ 
As the regiments marched from the ground on 
which they had been disarmed, General Nicholson 
warned them that any attempt at desertion should be 
punished by death, that the fords were watched, and 
that it was impossible to escape. Eight tried their 
luck; all were caught and were executed, after trial 
by drum-head courts-martial* 
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CHAPTER IL 

PURSUIT OE THE MUTINEERS. 

So far tlie immediate otjeet of the march of the 
column to Phillore had been accomplished; hut still 
the state of the Punjaub was matter of anxiety : at 
Rawul Pindee, Jhelum, Sealkote^ and Kote Kangra, 
were stationed native corps, still armed ; it was 
therefore advisable that the column should return to 
Umritsur, where it would be in a more central 
position to act on any point required. 

Leaving Phillore on the 28th, we again crossed 
the Beeas, not as formerly by a bridge of boats ; the 
river had risen, the bridge was carried away, and it 
was necessary to embark guns, horses, &c., on board 
boats. As General Nicholson bade adieu to the poli- 
tical commissioner. Captain Farrington, on the bank, 
I heard him say, You ’ll soon see me back again 
his words were prophetic, as will hereafter appear. 

We arrived at IJmritsur on the 6th of July, 
without any striking incident save the execution of 
a few deserters. 
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On our arrival we found that reports wei’e current 
that the regiment at Jhelum (the 14th N. L) had 
mutinied. This rumour was confirmed, wdth the 
addition, that on the 9th of July the 46th, a wing of 
the 9 th Cavalry, had also mutinied at Sealkote, and 
murdered all the officers they could catch hold of ; 
that Brigadier Brind, Captain Bishop, the two 
Doctors Graham, and the Eev. Mr. Hunter, his 
wife and child, were the victims; moreover, that 
the mutinous troops wei'e in full march on Goordas- 
pore, to be joined by Jackson’s IiTegular Cavalry 
Corps and the regiment from Kote Kangra. 

The 33rd Native Infantry had been left disarmed 
at Jullimdur. The 35tli were encamped half-way 
between Umrltsur and the banks of the Beeas, so 
tliat little anxiety existed on their account. 

The 59th and wing of the 9th Cavalry were 
immediately disarmed, and the European portion of 
tlie column, consisting of nine guns, H. M.’s 52nd, 
some companies of Punjaub Infantry, and some newly 
raised cavalry levies, were prepared for a forced 
march to intercept the Sealkote Brigade of mutineers. 

On the evening of the 10th of July, at 9 r. m., we 
started, and on the following morning, arrived at 
Battala, twenty-six miles on the road to Goordaspore ; 
where w'e were informed that it was intended to push 
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on direct to tlie latter station, still eigiiteen miles 
distant. 

A halt was called for a couple of hours ; bread and 
rum with an abundance of milk was served out. All 
were aware what a terrific sunning we might expect; 
none knew it better than Nicholson, but he knew 
also the value of the stake. 

It was in a difficulty of this kind, that his valuable 
qualities shone forth in grasping the resources of the 
country. 200 pony carriages (ekhas) with aU the 
ponies belonging to the grass-cutters of the 9th 
Cavalry, carried as many as possible of the 52nd; 
■while tile Cavalry horses ■were made over to the 
Sikhs."^ 

With these appliances even, many fell victims to 
the heat. When mounted, it \vas bad enough, but 
for an infantry soldier, with his musket and sixty 
rounds of ammunition in pouch, it was terrific. 

Yet under these circumstances, tiying as they 
were, the spirit of fun was not extinct; the artillery 
made extemporary awnings of branches of trees over 
their gun-carriages and waggons, giving them the 
appearance of carts ^^gotup” for a day at Hampstead; 
officers crowned with wreaths of green leaves, were 

chaffed” by their comrades for adopting head-dresses 
* Every Sildi or Punjaa'bee can ride. 
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la Norma. Here might be seen a soldier on a 
rampant pony, desiring his companion on a similar 
beast, to keep behind and be his "^edge de camp,’” 
there a hero, mindful perhaps of Epping on Easter 
Monday, bellowing out his inq_uiries as to who had 
seen the fox?” Privates never intended for the 
mounted branch, here and there came to grief and 
lay sprawling on mother-earth, while ever and 
anon some mighty Jehu in his ekha dashed to the 
front at a pace a Roman charioteer would have 
envied. 

All things must have an end. The Artillery 
arrived at Goordaspore at 3 r. M. on the 11th, having 
been eighteen hours on the road ; the infantry did 
not arrive until three hours later. 

Three artillery horses were shot, and all were inuch 
knocked up ; but the district was saved. The muti- 
iieex's were only eight miles distant on the banks 
of the Ravee, never dreaming but that the column 
was still at Umritsur. 

Longer marches have been made, but none severer, 
or attended with more satisfactory results. Number- 
less were the reports which were spread during the 
evening and the following morning, as to the opera- 
tions of the enemy. So carefully was the road to the 
river guarded, that not a hint had they received as 
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to the -whereabouts of the column; neither had the 
views of General Nicholson got wind in camp. 

Early on the morning of the 12th we were ordered 
to change our ground; and Bitter was the dis- 
appointment in the Belief that the enemy had 
slipped through our fingers, or having received 
some intimation of our advent, had retreated into 
the hills. 

It was premature) at what was eventually to Be 
our encamping ground, near H. M.’s 52nd, we 
halted, and were soon joined By the remainder of the 
force. 

It soon spread far and wide, that the enemy had 
crossed the Ilavee river with all their baggage ; 
and though certain of another day’s grilling, we had 
the excitement of feeling that the mutinous scoundrels 
who had so recently shed the Wood of our friends at 
Sealkote, were within our grasp. 

The 52nd, still wearied with their terrific march 
of the previous day, pressed on as if fatigue was 
unknown to them. At about 1 P.M., we came in 
sight of the advanced videttes of the 9th Cavalry, 
dancing about in their grey jackets. General Nichol- 
son thinking only of getting a good Bag”— in fact 
hoping that, with the river in their rear, he wmul^ 
be able to annihilate the enemy— masked his column 
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by a line of Piinjaub-monnted Police,* and marched 
to within musket range of their line before a shot 
was fired. 

I confess that I felt nervous as to the conduct 
of my native drivers ; although not a shadow of 
suspicion attached to them, yet who could say at 
what moment they might not turn against us ? The 
trial was in this case a most severe one; they were 
being led against men with whom they had been for 
years associated at Sealkote. I took the precaution 
to warn my European gunners to watch them. In 
the reply of my Farrier-Sergeant spoke the whole 
company, ^^If they only attempt to run, sir, we ll 
cut all their heads off.” But in this case, as in every 
other, my native drivers nobly did their duty ; and 
althougli the senior non-commissioned officer was a 
man of the lowest caste, a more gallant soldier never 
lived: he led my No. 1 gun through every action, 
and has met his reward hy being promoted to the 
highest commissioi^ed grade of subadar, by Sir Oolia 
Campbell. 

But to return to the engagement of Trimmoo 
Ghi,t. The ground chosen by the enemy was most 

* These were levies only just raised, badly armed and undis- 
ciplined, but who subsequently performed such good service as 
“Hodson^'Horsef*: 

[ 8 ] 
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favourable for their operations; in their front was a 
deep narrow strip of water^ over which was only 
one bridge, and their flanks were protected by 
villages. Scarcely had the Artillery crossed the 
bridge, and were forming on the opposite side, 
screened by the Punjaub levies, than down came the 
9th Cavalry on their flanks (before the 52nd could 
form to receive them) gnashing their teeth, and 
worked up to the utmost witli intoxicating drugs : 
they cut right and left at the gunners and drivers. 
Away scampered the mounted levies back to Goor- 
daspore ; the enemy pushed out their skirmishers to 
within fifty yards of the guns, and a tremendous 
volley from the w^'hole line, delivered as simul- 
taneously as if on parade at Sealkote, made things 
at first look very ugly. 

In five minutes the scene was changed: not a 
trooper of the 9th Cavalry who charged the guns 
left the batteries alive. The infantry formed on our 
flanks, and a well-directed pounding of grape and 
shrapnell, from nine guns, aided by the rifles of the 
infantry, soon told its tale. In about twenty minutes 
the fire of the enemy was subdued; in ten minntes 
more they were in full retreat towards the river, 
leaving between three or four hundred killed and 
wounded on the field. 



fsfiilHl 
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Had the General but possessed squadron or two 
of Cayalry^ not a man could have escaped. The 
Sikhs, less done tip by the sun than the Europeans, 
advanced, gallantly led by Lieutenant Boswell. 
The horses were nearly as much done up as the men, 
and could hardly get up a canter to the river bank ; 
where we took possession of all the baggage and 
stores crossed over by the enemy, consisting chiefly 
of arms, ammunition, and clothing, the property of 
Government ; and carriages, furniture, and property 
belonging to the officers at Sealkote. 

At the river Ave immediately came under the fire 
of an iron gun, which, with immense labour, they 
had dragged with them, and posted on an island, 
1,100 yards from the main bank. To attempt to 
cross that evening w'as impossible; a few rounds 
were fired at a party of men standing round the 
gun, which dispersed them into the jungle. 

Leaving the Punjaub Infantry, under Lieutenant 
Boswell, to keep the Eord and protect the captured 
property, the column returned that evening to Goor* 
daspore. Thus ended the first day’s operations 
against the Sealkote Brigade. 

It was long after dark before we arrived in camp, 
I can fairly say, dead beat. A sergeant died by my 
side of sheer exhaustion, and many of the 52nd 

0 2 
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shared the same fate. None who have not experienced 
it know what those exposed on a hattle-field suffer in 
India in the month of July. As we were returning 
to camp, mj servant brought me a bottle of beer ; 
I poured out a tumbler ; a sergeant of the 52nd 
passed me, and fairly turned round to stare at it: 
such a look of exhaustion I never before saw; he 
said not a word. I offered him the tumbler; his 
God bless you, sir !” was an ample reward. 

Although the rebels on the opposite bank had 
been well thrashed, they seemed in no way inclined 
to give up their property and position without 
another brush for it ; in fact, they knew not where 
to go to : foiled by General Nicholson’s masterly 
move on Goordaspore, and shrewdly guessing that 
the column which had defeated the Jhelum Brigade 
was in their rear, to stand and fight was their 
dernier resort. Some attempted to recross from the 
island to the main land ; those who escaped 
drowning either fell into the hands of the police, 
or, trying their luck in Cashmere, were delivered 
over to our Govermnent by the Maharajah, Golab 
Sing. 

Various reports were sent up during the day from 
the river as to their tactics; and ‘at one time it was 
believed that, imagining our retiring to our camp at 
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Goordaspore was a sign of weakness^ the mntineers 
wei^e again attempting to cross. 

In the afternoon of the 14th the column marched 
to the banks of the rivex% and there encamped, just 
out of reach of the battery on the island. Some 
delay was caused by the great difficulty in procuring 
boats. 

On the morning of the 16th, however, they were 
prepared; two of Colonel Dawes’ Horse Artillery 
guns were mounted on elephants, ready to be 
crossed, if req^uired, by the ford. My battery was 
placed in the open, to draw off Pandy’s attention 
from the real game. 

At daylight the ball commenced. The sclieme 
succeeded admirahly; half the 52nd were across, 
and liad formed before the enemy were aware that a 
boat even had been procured. At last the true state 
of things glimmered on their understandings, their 
stronghold was invaded.” Troopers galloped about, 
the assembly was sounded over and over again, and 
the gun was slewed round to arrest the progx'ess of 
the line; to silence it at such a distance (1,200 yards) 
while it was nearly concealed by grass and an 
earthen breastwork, was all but impossible. Covered 
by the foe of oixr seven guns, the line advanced, 
headed by General Nicholson, a powerful swordsman. 
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It was a beautiful sight Nothing could have been 
managed in a more orderly manner. The guii^ 
fortunately^ had been so much elevated to throw 
across the' river, that now it carried harmlessly over 
the advancing line.^ 

The battery, and subsequently the village in and 
around which their camp was pitched, were taken 
and destroyed. A miscellaneous mob of sepoys, vil- 
lagers, and camp followers, fled to the end of the 
island, where those who escaped the bayonet took to 
the river. The few who succeeded in gaining the 
opposite shore received no mercy from the villagers, 
who drove them back into the water. 

The chastisement thus inflicted was signal ; if not 
utterly destroyed, the mutinous brigade was dis- 
organised, and all danger of any mischief, as far as 
they were concerned, at an end. The column re- 
turned to XJmritsur on the 22nd to await fresh 
operations. 

* The gun was one used to fire the morning and eyening gun 
at Sealkote; its elevating screw was an old Sikh affair and not 
easily worked. 
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CHAPTER IIL 

A ELYINO VISIT TO SIMLAIL 

Little did we dream on tlie morning of tlie 22nd 
of Jnly^ when our tents were pitched at Umritsur, 
that before many hours we should receiye orders 
to fill up our ammunition and inarch the following 
morning towards the Beeas. 

General Nicholson had left the column prior to 
its arrival at Umritsur, to attend the chief commis- 
sioner, Sir J. Lawrence, at Lahore; thence flashed 
the order of niarcli. Rumours of all kinds were, as 
usual, abroad as to our destination; few believed it 
possible that we could be destined for Delhi: the 
danger of leaving the Punjaub with such a handful 
of European troops rendered such a step improbable; 
but the self-sacrificing policy which had already so 
far denuded that province of troops was to be 
stretched still further* General Nicholson’s last words 
to the political agent, when parting with him on the 
Beeas, seemed prophetic, You ’ll soon see me back 
■again*”.''. 
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Notliing for certain was known until the 24tli3 
when General Nicholson joined the camp at Eeeah ; 
all speculations were then at an end : we were to 
join the army before Delhi;” our only fears were 
that it would fall before we possibly could arrive 
there. 

One thing all felt certain of/ that it would not be 
the fault of our commanding officer if we did not 
arrive in time. 

On the 25th of July we again crossed the Beeas 
and commenced a .series of forced marches towards 
the Sutlej. 

I must now digress, from the progress of the 
column, to scenes of a domestic character. 

As long as it was intended that the column should 
merely patrol the Punjaub, I felt that Lahore was 
the best place for my family. Independently of the 
great kindness of my friends, who cared for them 
and protected them during this period of intense 
anxiety, I had occasionally hopes of a run into 
Lahore ; but now that the column was to leave the 
Punjaub, it was necessary to choose a fixed place 
of residence for them. Simlah, in the Himalayas, 
offered the advantages of quiet with a splendid 
climate and fine scenery. General Nicholson, always 
ready to be kind to his officers, granted me leave 
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of absence, on the understanding that I I’ejoined 
prior to marching into Delhi. 

On the 27th of July I mounted the mail cart; on 
the 28th made all preparations for leaving Lahore, 
and on the 29th, at 2 p.m., started from and 
Mrs. Montgomery’s house for Simlah, feeling deeply 
grateful for all their kindness. 

Having only at the most a fortnight’s leave, and 
being anxious that my family should be left at 
Simlah somewhat more comfortable than the few 
things they could carry on an ordinary dM^ would 
make them, I determined to try how far it would 
be practicable to pack our traps on ekhas ^ loaded 
lightly; travelling in one myself, while my wife and 
two cliildren, the youngest a baby of eight months 
old, went in a light phaeton, dragged and pushed by 
bearers. 

We had sent on to Umritsm^ forty-four miles, to 
endeavour to change the ekhas that brought us from 
Lahore, but none were prociirable ; the drivers, how- 
ever, assured me that if I fed the ponies well, they 
were perfectly capable of carrying our party on to 
Julliindur; which distance from Lahore, upwards of 
ninety miles, they accomplished in thirty hours, 
arriving at Jullundur on the evening of the 29th. 


* Country, or native pony carriages. 
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At Jullundar we had the choice of two roads to 
Simlah, the shorter one Iby Balachore^ the other via 
Loodianah and Uinballah; my own judgment would 
have led me to choose the more frequented but longer 
road, but the official who led the dak assured me 
that the Balachore road was not only shorter but 
preferable. 

Unfortunately I was over-persuaded by what I 
thought was his local knowledge, versus only my 
opinion. 

The rain had been falling heavily and the clouds 
were lowering. At 3 o’clock p.m., on the 30th of 
July, we started, and without mishap arrived within 
. sight of Balachore by daylight. The Himalayas were 
looking very majestic ; we began to think our 
cicerone right; all seemed couleur de rose: but on 
arriving at the staging bungalow, alas ! all our hopes 
were dashed to the ground. A fat, and, strange to 
say, blue-eyed native official, of the Mahomedan 
tribe, rushed to the house to tell me that we must 
return immediately ; and, if possible, by a cross and 
unfrequented road which led direct to Phillore, as, 
in consequence of some disturbance at Lahore, orders 
had just been received to destroy all the boats on 
the Sutlej, and that it w^as impossible we could cross 
at Rooper. 
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To me lie imparted the additional pleasing intel- 
ligence that if^ as he suspected, the regiments had 
mutinied at Lahore, they would, in all pro- 
bahility, iilake for Balachore.^ The latter I did 
not at the time communicate to my wife, but the 
anxiety I felt at every moment’s delay I cannot 
describe. 

ISTo sooner had we made preparations for a fresh 
start than the rain came down in torrents; a stream 
close to the bungalow became impassable, and the 
whole face of the country assumed the appearance of 
a lake. 

At 2 o’clock P.M, the rain ceased; the river, which, 
like all streams near the Himalayas, fell as quickly 
as it rose, became passable, and we determined to 
make a start; anything I felt was better tlian re- 
maining where we were, W'ith the chance of felling 
into the hands of ruffians who never had shown 
inei*cy, even to w^omen and children. 

Although the stream had somewhat subsided, the 
waters were still deep; for ten miles I waded above 
my knees, the axles of the carriage Being under 
water, never knowing for a moment that it might 
not be precipitated into some hidden stream or deep 

* The 26tb N, I. had the day before mutinied at Lahore, killed 
their colonel, and deserted in a body. 
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liole. To do tlie bearers who dragged tlie carriage, 
and the servants who accompanied ns, justice, they 
worked like slaves ; although poor creatures they had 
had little to eat^ and saw little in the prospect to en- 
courage them. 

At one time I despaired of reaching our destina- 
tion, and thought we must have stopped until the 
■waters had become less. It became deeper and 
deeper, and at one time we had eight inches of water 
inside the carriage. Everything in the shape of 
clothing for the poor children was drenched, many 
things floated away, and the few biscuits we had for 
them were reduced to pulp. 

Ladies under trying circumstances are far better 
sufferers than men. History cannot show greater 
heroism than they have evinced during this terribly 
eventful year, although in many cases tried to the 
utmost. ' 

From the commencement of the mutiny, although 
surrounded by events calculated to excite alarm, not 
a murmur had I heard from her whose only thought 
was for the little ones who were so entirely dependent 
on her care. 

By degrees we extricated ourselves from the low- 
lands near the river, and proceeded in comparative 
comfort for some hours, until night set in, and with 
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it tlie rain began to fall. Thankful that the dear ones 
in the carriage, fairly exhausted, had fallen asleep, 
we pushed on slowly until about two o’clock in the 
morning ; when, sis a crowning point, the rain put 
out our torch, which, up to the present time we had, 
by dint of great care, presexwed alight. Without its 
friendly aid it was impossible we could in any way 
proceed. In hopes that some Tillage might be near, 
we all halloed for assistance. No response was 
given, the track was nowhere visible, and we deter- 
mined to halt until the return of day. Each crouched 
wdiere most shelter was procurable, to indulge in an 
hour’s sleep. 

As day dawned we discovered that it was indeed 
well we had halted. The ground for some distance 
had been slightly cut up, but further aliead it was 
a mass of ravines ; the road, if so it could be called, 
taking a tortuous course through them, and in many 
places the water was very deep. We got on slowly, 
arriving at Phillore at twelve o’clock in the daytime. 
Here we found that the column, delayed by the very 
heavy rain, was just crossing the Sutlej. Colonel 
Dawes’ troop of Horse Artillery had been ordered to 
remain in the Punjaub, much to their disappoint- 
ment. Our friends supplied all our wants, and we 
andved at Loodiana, at 9 P.M., to enjoy a night’s 
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sound rest — a thing we had not known since leaving 
Lahore. 

Once again upon the beaten and frequented road^ 
our troubles were comparatively at an end. We 
started at 7 A.M. on the morning of the 2nd of 
August, and arrived at the foot of the Himalayas on 
the morning of the 4th, and at Simlah on the afternoon 
of the 5 th. 

Having spent three happy and quiet days with my 
family, and been enabled to settle them with every 
comfort around them, I was obliged, on the morning 
of the 8tli, to make a rush down, calculating to catch 
the column at Kurnal. 

A couple of good strong ponies carried me forty- 
four miles to the foot of the hills in eight hours. 
There I learnt that General Nicholson had pushed on 
by forced marches, and that I should have difficulty 
in overtaking him. Sooner would I have lost my 
commission than have allowed my battery to march 
into Delhi without me. 

The good bustling old landlady of the Bull Inn, 
at Kalka, “^^a thorough old soldier,” sympathising 
fully with my distress, fastened me down to cold 
chicken and a bottle of beer, while she went out her- 
self to raise the post-office officials to give me an ex- 
press cart. Her arguments and entreaties prevailed; 
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ill she rnslied with the glad tidings of her success^ with 
the mail cart at her tail. In went the bundle^ np I 
jumped, and after a severe fight with the ponies at 
starting, awaj we went at the rate of eleven miles an 
hour, over as rough and rocky a road as one could 
well imagine. 

The first forty miles riding down the hills had 
taken it pretty well out of me ; hut the cart, devoid 
of its usual hallast in the shape of mail bags, frac- 
tured nearly every bone in my body. At 10 at 
night we arrived at Umballah, as the Loodiana cart 
with the mails from the north arrived at the post- 
office. 

Little dreaming of any opposition to my onwai'd 
progress, iny liiindle, as much bumped about as its 
master, was being transferred to the new vehicle, 
wlien a sable-countenanced apothecary appeared 
upon the stage, and at once disputed -my right to the 
vacant seat, he having, as he stated, been waiting for 
three days. An argument, not of the gentlest kind, 
immediately sprang up as to whether the inflicter or 
healer of wounds ivas most urgently required at 
Delhi. He w-as positive that diis advent w'ould be 
hailed with joy, while that of a captain of artillery 
would be but a matter of indifference. Perhaps he 
was right ; be that as it may, he stormed I 
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adjusted my seat and started, leaving my little black 
friend vowing that all sorts of pains and penalties 
should attach to my devoted person. 

Nature borne up by strong excitement can bear 
an immense deal, particularly when the conviction 
is clear that a certain thing must be done. The 
first three stages of the road, from Umballah to the 
Markundah river, were so bad that sleep was out of 
the question, and even to hold on was a matter of 
difficulty ; but beyond, where the road was well 
made, after three times rescuing me from falling 
from my perch, the driver found that it was impos- 
sible to keep me awake. A broken spring, to which 
previously he had appeared perfectly indifferent, -was 
his excuse to transfer the mails and my sleeping self 
to a covered van, known as a penny a miler ; ” the 
transfer I just remember, but nothing more, until 
the execrations of the driver at his doiie-up pony, 
awakened me to the fact that the once large but now 
deserted station of Kurnal w^as in sight. Here I had 
hoped to have found the column; but ignis-fatuus-like 
it had fled ; my horses were laid upon the road for a 
twenty-mile ride : a cup of tea and a Newfomidland 
dog sort of shake was all I had time for. At 7 A. M. I 
again started, and found myself two hours afterwards 
at Panueput with my old comrades, chattering round 
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tlie mess-table of my battery, after travelling 168 
miles in the preceding twenty-five hours ; sixty-four 
miles having been done on horseback, the remainder 
on the mail cart ^ 

We were now within sound of the guns at Delhi: 
morning, evening, and noonday, their thunder 
penetrated to our camp, and all were burning ■with 
anxiety to witness for ourselves what Avas the state 
of afiixirs and the position occupied by our force. * 
Some few of us thought we knew Delhi, but found 
aftei'wards how painfully slight was the knowledge of 
that wonderfully strong position. General NichoLson 
had preceded the column and gone into Delhi, 
sending hack orders that on the following day 
(the 10th) we were to march to Lursowlee. 

There were to be seen the first signs of that deadly 
struggle we were ahout to enter upon. The town 
was held for us by the Jheend Rajah, who liad under- 
takeu to keep open our communication towards the 
Punjaub. Across the road and extending far right 
and left were field-works furnished with guns. The 
Rajah’s force being encamped within this line of 
defence. 

On the 11th we halted at Lursowlee, to allow 
Captain Green’s Punjaub regiment to swell our 
ranks, and on the following day encamped at 
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Haie, wliere General Nicholson again joined the 
column. 

Expectation was on tiptoe to hear his opinion as 
to the state of affairs. He told me that the tide had 
turned, but tliat we should have some tough work ; 
and that General Wilson had promised our column 
a little job, to try our ^prentice hands, to dislodge 
a body of troops who had taken up their position 
with some cviins in the neighbourhood of the Ludlow 

o o 

Castle.* 

On the 12th we inarched to Raie, and as we 
approached nearer, curiosity and expectation knew 
no bounds : a native trooper who came with letters 
from the camp, was squeezed dry of every idea he 
possessed. Batteries,” he said, ^^we should find 
extended further than the eye could reach, shot 
and shell were ordinary compliments, and a night’s 
rest was a thing we none of us must again 
liope for.” 

The 1 3th brought us to Alipore, not more than 
seven miles from the camp; with our glasses we could 
discern the Flag-staff Tower o|i the top of the ridge, 
and at night the flashes of the guns, not few or far 

* The guns proved so annoying to the troops at the Metcalfe 
picquet, and also to the camp that their capture could not be 
delayed. Brigadier Showers took the party completely by 
surprise, and brought four guns into camp. 
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between^ told that they were " making a night of it” 
Tliroogh our nasal organs we were most painfully 
made aware of the scenes w'e were about to enter 
upon. From Alipore to the camp, death in every 
shape greeted our approach ; even the trees, hacked 
about for the camels’ food, had a most desolate 
appearance, throwing their naked hotxghs towards 
heaven as if invoking pity for themselves or pimisli-* 
inent on their destroyers. 

A messenger was sent express to oxir camp to 
intimate that we might expect an attack, and that 
a force had been sent out from Delhi to prevent our 
junction with General Wilson. 

Notliing seemed more likely. Our greatest safety 
from surprise was the state of the country: five 
yards on either side of the road (except exactly 
tlie ground on wliicli we were encamped) was a 
swamp, impracticable for artillery or cavalry; but 
on this occasion, as in most others during flie 
niiitliiy when head and combination were necessary, 
the eiiem}?- signally failed to take advantage of their 
pxosition. i 

Although fully prepared for an attack, none was 
attempted. On the morning of the 14th of August, 
having passed the strongly fortified position of Badul- 
ke-serai, where the mutineers made their first stand 
« I) 2 
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against tlie Comniander-in-Oliief, with oiir hands 
playing, and hearty cheers, we joined General 
Wilson’s force, which had for so long a time with- 
stood the brunt of the mutiny. 
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CHAPTER IV. 

THE FORCE BEFORE DELHI. 

The Dellii field force lias been compared in many 
respectSj, on a small scale^ to tlie allied armies before 
Sebastopol ; in some points there is a resemblance : 
l)otli drew tlieir supplies and reinforcements from 
tlieir real’, and from a great distance; each was 
unable, from its great inferiority in numbers, com- 
pared with the liesiegcd, to invest the fortress ; wliilc 
in eacli ease the besieged had tlie comnumd of an 
unliraited supply of ordnance and ordnance stores. 

llic position of tlie army might more correctly 
ha\'e been called an entrenched camp, holding the 
forces within the city in check, and from time to 
time repelling their numerous sorties; keeping up 
a constant fire from a series of batteries erected 
on a long rocky ridge, which formed a natural pro- 
tection to the front of the position, while on the 
right, at a high mound, was formed a strong picquet 
to protect that 'flank of the camp.' 
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I write but of what took place at Delhi after our 
arrival^ and therefore can give no detailed account 
of the numerous engagements which occurred prior 
to the arrival of the column ; suffice it^ that for the 
two first months, from the 8th of June to the begin- 
ning of August, seldom a day passed without either 
a real or a feigned attack: every detachment of 
reinforcements, as they joined, had to prove their 
fidelity to the Mahomedan cause by a decided en- 
gagement. 

Yet, although so tremendously overpowering in 
numbers, but once did a few cavalry troopers pene- 
trate into the camp, and few of them returned to 
tell the tale. 

At the time we arrived things were remarkably 
quiet, and the morning and evening game at long 
bowls, was our only occupation; but still, although 
no farther reinforcements were expected, it \vas 
necessary to wait for the siege train, now en route 
for Ferozepore, before the actual siege could be 
commenced upon. 

General Wilson, from the time he took command 
on the 17th of July, had apparently determined to 
leave nothing to chance; he must have known fall 
well that failure would be disastrous, not only to his 
force, but to India at large. The Punjaub, up to 
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tlie present time tranipil, was in a state of vacilla- 
tion ; placards of an inflammatory nature were posted 
in every village; tlie Bombay army was sliaky; a 
rising wliicli cut oif our postal communications with 
Bombay at Gogaira had already taken place; and, to 
use tlie words of the Judicial Commissioner in the 
Punjaub, India seemed to be slipping tlirough our 
fingers : ” and so it was. 

Every day’s delay to the siege train was of vital 
importance; but a line of carts, eight miles long, 
travels slowly, and it was many days yet before it 
could be expected. 

But to return to Delhi. General Wilson had 
determined to remain as much as possible on the 
defensive until the train arrived. The position was 
strengthened by connecting tlie batteries with walls 
on tlie ridge, and the ridge with the Subzie Mimdie 
and Sammy-House, our right I’ear and right front 
posts, and providing more efiectual cover for the 
guns and picquets. 

The troops were relieved from duty as much as 
possible ; no bugles, save the turn out ” and 

alarm,” were allowed, and then only as a pre- 
paratory measure ; no movement was allowed without 
positive orders from the generals of division or their 
"■■brigadiers. ■ 
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Thus we fomicl tilings at Delhi. Tar from helng 
in a dispirited state^ as it was supposed, the greatest 
confidence as to the final result existed, and when off 
duty, there was no lack even of amusement : quoits, 
and sometimes foot-ball, in the head-quarters camp, 
made the evening pass merrily by. 

The body of troops which left Delhi on the 13th 
or I4tli, with the apparent view of preventing the 
junction of General Nicholson’s force with the main 
army, was still unaccounted for ; and as it was pretty 
certain they were up to some mischief, either by 
cutting off our commimications with the Punjaub, or 
attaching our camp in the rear. Lieutenant Hodson, 
witli a body of cavalry numhering about 300 sabres, 
was sent to watch their proceedings. 

On the first morning he came upon a party of 
cavalry, who were surprised, and all hut annihilated. 
He then pushed on for IMituck, and from the 
reports which reached the camp, vserlous apprehen- 
sions were entertained for his little band; they were 
liappily unfounded. He returned on the 22nd 
August, after having dispersed and driven hack 
towards Delhi the whole force; which had, it was 
discovered, been sent to raise revenue in the Rohtuck 
district. 

The enemy were supplied wdth the best iiiforma- 


GENERAL NICHOLSON’S- COLUMN. 


41 


lion, and were well aware that the train, which was 
but slightly escorted, was en route from Ferozepore. 

On the 24tli of August, a force, with about 
eighteen guns, was detached from the city to inter- 
cept its progress. This move from the castle ” was 
met by a knight,” who allowed no difSculties to 
hiiider the attaimiient of his object. 

' With a ■ column consisting of sixteen Horse. Artil- 
lery guns, four squadrons -of ..cavalry,, .and . about 
1,600 infantry; General Mcholson started on the 
iiiorniog of the 2oth. 

The, track he, had to travel ..wms off , the 'Grand 
Trunk Road, and on account -of -the deep, ,, swamps, , 
all .but , impassable 'for artillery; 'but Tombs,.,, who 
commanded that branch, had as little idea of an 
o'Ijsta.cle lacing insurmountable as the General himself 

In many places, axle-deep in water and mud, the 
guns had to be extricated by hand,; and by dii.it of 
undaunted perseverance. .1 must^ here trespass, ,„on. 
,Maj.or iSfornian’s narrative' for -a detailed , account of 
this enterprise and engagement. . 

At ISTangloe, nine miles from camp, intelligence 
was received of the enemy’s movements, and the 
troops were immediately pushed on towards Nnjjitf- 
gliur. Arriving there at about four in the afternoon, 
the enemy were found occupying a position about a 
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mile and three-quarters in lengthy extending from, 
the canal bridge to the town of Nujjufghnr, The 
baggage was left behindj, protected by a detachment 
of the 2nd Punjanb Cavalry and 120 Pmijaiib Horse. 

The strongest point of the enemy’s position was 
an old serai on their left, in which they had posted 
four guns; nine more were between the serai and 
the canal bridge. 

By 5 p.M. the troops were across the ford, and 
advanced to the attack of the serai; with the intention, 
after its capture, of sweeping down to the left, along 
the enemy’s line, to the bridge. 

One hundred men from each corps formed the 
reserve. The 61st Foot, 1st Bengal Fusiliers, and 
2nd Punjanb Infantry, were formed up with the 
Artillery on either flank, supported by the 9th 
Lancers and Cavalry of the Guide corps. 

After a few rounds from the guns, the Infantry 
charged, carried the position, changed front, and 
swept down the enemy’s line. The rebels fled over 
the bridge, while the guns were playing on them. 
Thirteen pieces of artillery, with a large quantity 
of ammunition, was left in our hands. 

^^The 1st Punjanb Infantry cleared the town of 
Nnjjnfghnr, and were sent to take a village in their 
rear; where the resistance was so obstinate, that the 
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61sfc Foot were sent back in sapport. The village 
was evacuated duriaig the night. 

«The troops bivouacked upon the ground without 
food, having been either fighting or inarching all 

'day. ■ 

«The Sappers mined and blew up the IN^uuufghur 
bridge. 

“The column returned to camp on the evening of 
the 26 th of August, The enemy, having quite given 
up all idea of going to our rear, were iii full retreat 
on Delhi. 

« On the morning of the 26 th, the mutineers, 
believmg that the force left in camp after General 
Nicholson’s departure was very small, attacked the 
right of the ridge, and opened guns from the 
Ludlow Castle and a battery lately formed on the 
opposite bank of the rivei’. 

“The attack was not of a serious nature, and was 
soon repulsed, the enemy suffering much from the 
Artillery fire. 

“From information subsequently obtained, it is 
certain that the Khig of Delhi, fi'oni the dates of 
General Nicholson’s junction with General Wilson, 
and the loss of his guns at Nujjnfghur only a feu- 
days afterwards, felt that all chance of success 
against the British foi*ce was at an end.” 
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Siicli was tlie dread in whicli tlie wrath of this 
pseudo king was held^ that the result of the ISiujjuf- 
ghur expedition was for a time concealed from him^ 
and a fictitious stoiy circulated, that not only were 
their own guns being brought back by the country 
people, but those also which had been captured from 
the British ; that scarcity of provisions had obliged 
tliem to return without their guns, which were 
delayed in consequence of the swampy state of the 
countiy. 

This story, so improbable, was current but a short 
time; and when the truth came to light, the rage of 
the imbecile monster is said to have been excessive. 
The Commander, Bukht Khan,'*^ a subadar of Artil- 
lery, wlio had been chief among the mutineers, and 
had raised the standard of rebellion in liohilcund, 
“was dismissed from the presence in disgrace. The 
Council was harangued in no measured terms as to 
their duplicity and unvaried firilure in every attempt 
against the handful of British troops, and terms were 
sought, clandestinely, by members of the Royal 
family. 

Baklit Khan, like the Nana, was always very fond of English 
society. Atone time, when studying Persian, he used to come 
twice a. day to my house to read and talk with me. He was a most 
intelligent character, hut a more dreadful hyx>ocrite never stepped 
•on earth. 
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The reply was the only one a British General 
could give. That it would be delivered at the ridge 
at a certain lioiir ; at which time every gun opened 
upon the city, and told plainly the terms that might 
be expected. 
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CHAPTER Y. 

THE SIEGE AND CAPTURE OE EELHL 

The first act of the Delhi tragedy may here he said 
to have terminated. The train was at liand^ and to 
save a day’s delay was of the utmost importance^ not 
only to the country in general^, hut more especially 
to the Delhi Field Force. 

The season was approaching when a low fever 
became prevalent, of a most dehilitating nature; the 
hospitals were filling daily, more and more rapidly, 
and cholera seemed on the increase. On the 3rd of 
September, suppoi'ted by two squadrons of the 9tli 
Lancers, No. 17 Battery left Delhi for Rhei, distant 
about sixteen miles, to reinforce the Belooch Bat- 
talion, which formed the only escort to the siege 
train. 

The stink of dead cattle along the road for the 
first seven miles, was even worse than when we came 
into Delhi three weeks before ; the rest of the trip 
was like a holiday, the contrast of the fresh country 
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air being grateful to the senses after the tainted 
atmosphere we liad been inhaling^ 

We had not long to wait before the line of 
guns^ howitzers, and mortar carts, chiefly drawm by 
elephants, soon ^^hove in sight,” follow^ed by a train 
of carts drawm by oxen, extending over a distance 
of eight miles, loaded witli shot, shell, and ammuni- 
tion of every kind and description* Poor pandy,” 
•what a pounding was in store for yoiu* 

At half-past 5 r.M. on the third, we started on 
our return to camp. It was a w'earisome trip, but 
without adventure; the train was safely brought into 
camp on tlie morning of the 4th, when operations 
were commenced in earnest About this time a 
far more destroying enemy than the enemy's shot 
and shell attacked my company. Cholera in its 
worst form broke out among them. 

It "was almost a matter of certainty that every 
corps as it arrived went through a course of this 
terrible disease. IL M.’s o2nd and 61st, who arrived 
at the same time, suffered also severely. The attacks 
of the disease seemed to justify the theory that certain 

Erom the adoption of the word pandy, as the cognomen of a 
mntinons sepoy in general, it has been supposed that the rising 
was acknowledged as a Hindoo insurrection; “pandy” being the 
designation of a caste of Hindoos. The first two men hung at 
Barrackpore were paiidies by caste, hence all sepoys werex>andies, 
and ever will be so called. 
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constitutions taking in a .certain amount of miasma, 
the result was cholera and death. Hardly a man 
taken escaped, and out of seventy-five, in the course 
of a few days, seven were lying in the grave-yard. 

Personally, I took little part in the w'ork of the 
trenches. It was General Wilson’s wish as much 
as possible to keep my Battery (No. 17) in reserve, to 
form part of the column which, immediately after 
tlie assault, was to follow the enemy in pursuit. This 
was an arrangement little to our minds, and I fear 
our feelings were of a kind little less mutinous than 
those of the sepoys within the city. In fact, I am 
not sure that it was not suggested that we sliould 
walk over to the enemy, battery and all. We were 
only told to obey orders, like good children; so we 
sulked q^uietly in our tents, or from the ridge watched 
the storm below. 

The batteries on the lidge formed a base on 
wlilcli our siege operations commenced, and may be 
said not only to have formed a protecting rampart to 
our position, but a first parallel of investment ; while 
a ravine running nearly parallel to it, and extending 
up to the Ludlow Castle, at a distance averaging 
from six to seven hundred yards from the walls, was 
our second parallel, and saved an immense deal of 
labour and loss of life. 
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Tlie first operations were commenced early in 
September, prior to tlie arrival of the siege train. 
A trench was dug on the left of the Sammy House 
(our most advanced position on the right of the 
ridge), and in tliis trench a battery was erected 
for four 9-pouiiders and two 24-poiinder howitzers, 
liavlng for its object the prevention of sorties from 
tlie Laliore or Cabul Gates which, passing round tlie 
city walls, might have annoyed our breaching batteries, 
while at the same time it assisted in keeping down 
the fire of tlie Mooree Bastion.^ 

On the 6tli of September, the last detachment 
which possibly could be expected Iiad arrived in 
camp, Tlie effective strength of the whole force, 
including Lascars, artillery drivers, and newly raised 
Sikli levies, amounted to 8,748, while 2,977 were 
sick in lios|>ital, and tlie numbers of the latter were 
daily iu, creasing. 

The strength of the British troops ■was 

Artillery . , . . ij80 

Cavalry . . . , . 443 

Infantry . . . . . 2,294 

III all . . . 3,317 


Nearly the whole of the siege operations have heen compiled 
from Major Norman’s narrative, and Felix,” an engineer officer’s 
account, published in the Laimre Chronicle ; omitting only some 
minor details, and here and amalgamating the information 
■contamedJn each, 

[ 8 ] 
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Tlie. native forces in camp amounted to 5,431. 
On tlieir fidelity we could only depend so long 
as their interests were ours, and the prospect of 
plunder was before them; added to which, no sup- 
port was nearer than Lahore, distant 300 miles. 
From this it will be seen that General Wilson’s 
position was one to try the strongest nerves. 

Felix thus describes the siege operations. 

We had from the first no choice as to the front of 
attack ; our position on the north side being the 
only one that could secure our communications 
with the Punjaiib, whence our supplies had been 
drawn. 

Whether the city might or might not have been 
carried by a coup de main^ as was contemplated in 
June and July, is needless now to inquire. But, 
judging from tbe resistance afterwards experienced 
in the assault, though we wei’e greatly reinforced, it 
appears fortunate that the attempt was not made. 

The strength of the place had been greatly under- 
valued, and it was never supposed to consist in its 
actual defences. Every city is, from its nature, even 
when without fortifications, strongly defensible ; and 
wdthin Delhi the enemy possessed a magazine con- 
taining upwards of 200 guns, with an inexliaustible 
supply of small arms and ammunition of all sorts, 
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wliile tlieir numbers were never less than double 
those of the besiegers. 

Few will doubt that the General exercised a sound 
discretion in refusing to allow a handful of men, 
unaided bj siege guns, to attack such a place; 
knowing how disastrous would be a failure. 

The Artillery force, at the commencement of the 
siege, consisted of . 

3?'our Troops of Horse Artillery. 

Two Li gilt Field Batteries. 

Forty heavy gmis and howitzei's. 

Ten heavy mortars. 

Tv'elve light mortars. 

The means of the Engineers were very restricted, 
120 trained sappei’s only being available; but with 
the aid of some companies of Sikhs newly raised and 
rapidly trained, and superintended by Lieutenant 
.Browiilow 'witli untiring energy anti activity, 10,000 
fascines, as many gabions, ' and 100,000 sandbags, 
together with scaling ladders, field maguriiies, and 
spare platforms, ivere prepared and ready for imme- 
diate use. . , ■ 

The north face being the side to be attacked, 
it ’was resolved to hold the right in check as much as 
possible, and to push the main attack on the left, 
1st, as the river completely protected our flank as we 
advanced ; 2iidly, as there was better cover on that 
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side; and Srdly, after the assault the troops would 
not immediately find themselves in narrow sti'eets^ 
hut in comparatively open ground^ on which to form. 

The front to be attacked consisted of the Mooree, 
Cashmere^ and Water Bastions, with the curtain 
walls commanding them. These avails had been 
greatly improved by our engineers, and presented 
a succession of faces and flanks, with regularly 
constructed embrasures. The curtain walls ^verc 
twenty-four feet above the plain of site, eight feet 
of wdiich was a mere parapet three feet thick, the 
remainder about twelve feet thick; outside tlie wall 
■was a berm, and a ditch sixteen feet deep and twenty 
feet wide at the bottom. The escarp and counterscarp 
walls were steep; the latter unreveted, the former 
reveted with stone, eight feet in height. A glacis 
covered ten feet of the wall, rendering it impossible 
to breach that portion of it from any distance. 

On the evening of the 7tli of September, No. 1 
Battery was traced in two portions, at a distance of 
about 700 yards from the Mooree Bastion ; tlie 
right to contain five 18-pounders and one 8-inc]i 
howitzer^ intended to silence the Mooree, and prevent 
its interfering with the left attack ; the left portion 
for four 24-pouBders, to hold the Cashmere Bastion 
partially in check. 


NO. 1, OR BIUND’S battery. 
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liarly on tlie morning of the /tli, both portions of 
this battery were completed and armed; its flanks 
being connected with the ravine in its rear, whicli 
|)roteeted the guards of the trenches^ and the litters 
for the wounded and sick. 

For some time the fire from the Mooree on this 
battery was most harassing, and also from musketry 
froni a trench below the ridge ; but as the guns came 
into full play, the enemy’s fire was completely over- 
powered, and the Mooree on the 9th was but a 
mass of ruins. This battery was known as Brind’s 
Battery, having been worked by Major Brind during 
the siege ; or rather initil, having done its work, its 
services were no more required; and,. strange to say, 
only a few hours before dusk, when it was intended 
to dismantle the battery, the left jiortioii was acci- 
dentally ignited, and utterly destroyed. 

To our surprise we had been allowed to take 
possession of tlie Ludlow Castle, within six hundred 
yards of the city walls, without opjjositiou; tlic 
enemy doubtless thinking that tlie assault was in- 
tended from the right, where our batteries had from 
» the first been erected on the ridge; and the attack on 
tlie Mooree Bastion confirmed this belief. 

On the 8th the Ludlow Castle and the Koodshah 
Bagli were occupied by strong detachments of 
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1 infantry ; Nos. 2 and 3 Batteries in front of Ludlow 

i Castle, and on tlie left, were traced and commenced 

on tlxe same evening, and on the morning of the 
11th opened fire and were soon in full play. 

No. 2 Battery^, like Major Brind’s, was constructed 
in two parts: one immediately in front of Ludlow 
Castle, for nine 24-pounders3 to open a breach between 
the Cashmere and Water Bastions ; and by knocking 
ofi‘ the parapet right and left of the breach, to destroy 
all cover for musketry. The second portion was 
some two hundred yards to the right, in which were 
mounted seven 84nch howitzers, and two 18-poun- 
ders; their object "was to aid the left half of the 
battery and work to the same end.^^' 

A flank was afterwards added, and in it an embra- 
sure constructed for a heavy howitzer, intended to 
counteract the effect of guns brought by the enemy 
in the neighbourhood of the Kissengunge and Tale- 
wara suburbs. 

The first salvo from this battery from nine 24- 
pounders showed what might soon be expected. The 
Cashmere Bastion attempted to reply, but was soon 
silenced, and became almost as great a wreck as its 

* MajorGampMl commanded the left half of Ho. 2 Battexy, 
and Major Kaye the right. When Major Campbell was wotinded 
on the eTening of the 1 1th, Captain Johnson assumed command 
and held it until the assault. , 
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twin brother the Mooree ; neither were portions of the 
curtain w^ilIs in a much better plight 

Simultaneous w’ith the construction of No. 2 Bat- 
tery No. 3, on the extreme left, was commenced and 
executed in the boldest manner possible, within 
180 yards of tlie Water Bastion, in which it was 
intended to form a breach. It was built behind 
a small ruined house in the Custom House com- 
pound, and under such a fire of musketry as few 
batteries have ever been exposed to. It was for 
six 24-pounders, wdiich opened on the forenoon of 
the 11 tit, commanded by Miyor Scott, who most 
effectually peidbrmed his tasfe^ 

No. 4 Batter}', for ten heavy mortars, in the 
Koodshah Bagli, and some lighter ones l)ehlnd the 
Custom House, o[)C!i:ied on the 12th. The former 
were coinmanded 1)V’ Miijor Tombs, the latter by 
{k:ij:)taiii Blunt. 

From tins time until tbe moment of assault, the 
continuous roar of fifty guns and mortars pouring 
shot and shell into tlie devoted city, ■warned tlie 
enemy that retribution was coming on apace. 

It must not be supposed that although no opposi- 
tion was made to our occupation of Ludlo'w Castle 
and the Koodshah Bagli, that the batteries were 
•unmolested. ■■ y'. 
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On tlie night of the 8th, a sortie was made on 
No. 1 Battery; and although repulsed with slaughter 
to the enemy, yet it required constant showers of 
grape from Captain Eemmington’s battery at the 
Sammy House, to clear the broken ground of skir- 
nushers; while guns which liad been brought out 
from the city into the suburbs, enfiladed our line of 
batteries and did much mischief. 

Three guns with the same view were in battery 
on the opposite side of the Jumna, and a continual fire 
was kept up from the Selimghur, a fort on the Jumna 
side of the city. 

On turn occasions, sallies were made from the Cash- 
mere Gate before Ho. 2 Battery was in full play; and 
the heavy covering parties of infantry kept in the 
trenches were constantly at work keeping down the 
musketry fire, which was opened from a trench 
limning parallel to, and three hundred yards from, 
our left attack, and was kept up until the morning 
of assault. 

On Ho. 3 Battery, on the left, a tremendous fire 
of musketry was kept up from the city walls and the 
Water Bastion: the mantlets on the guns showed 
scarcely an inch without a dent. Captain Fagan, 
of the Artillery, whose gallantry and energy had 
u on for him the admiration of every officer in camp, 


DKATH Oi' CAPTAIN FAGAN. 


M'lis killed by a mxiskct-ball through the head, while 
looking over his gnn to see the effect of the fire. A 
kind friend and a gallant soldier, his loss was deep] y 
felt iiy all who that evening followed him to tiie 
grave. 



58 


EIGHT MONTHS’ CAMPAIGN. 


CHAPTER VI 

THE ASSAULT AND CAPTURE OP DELHI. 

So well had affairs been conducted in camp^ that 
although naturally enough every one was aware that 
the time for the assault w'as at hand^ it was late on the 
night of the 13tli before (the breaches having been 
declared practicable) orders were issued for the 
assault on the following morning. All necessary pre- 
parations were at once made^ and at 4 A.M. of the 
14tli of September— a day none present will foi’get— 
four columns were collected at their respective 
parades^ preparatory to moving to the attack. They 
were composed as follows : — 

First column commanded by Brigadier-General 
Nicholson^ to storm the breach near the Cashmere 
Bastion^, and escalade its face. 


H. M/(3 75th . 

. 300 

2Qd’Punjaii'b Infantry 

. 450 

1st Bengal Pusiliers . 

. 250 

Total 

f o 

I O 

1 


colij::^:Ins of assault. 
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Second coliimiL Brigadier Jones^ C.B., to storm 
the hreacli in the Water Bastion. 


H,. M.’s 8 til 

. 250 

2nd Bengal Fusiliers . 

. 250 

4tii Sikh Infantry 

. 350 

Total 

. 850 


Third columiu Colonel G. Canipbell^ H. M.’s 52nd, 
to assault by the Cashmere Gate after it should be 
blown open. 


H. M.’s 52nd . 

. 200 

KuiBaoii Battalion 

, 250 

1st Funjaub Intantry 

. . 500 

T'otal 

. 950 


Fourth column, Major Reid, Sirmoor Battalion, 
to attack the Kissen Gunge from the ridge, and 
enter the city by the Lahore Gate. This column 
consisted of the Sirmoor Battalion and G uides, with 
tlic picquets from the ridge : strength aliout 850. 
Besides these, there was tlie Cashmere Contingent. 

Fifth column (tlie reserve), Brigadier Longfield. 


H. M/s Olst 

■ . 

. 250 

4tli Fuiijanb Infantry 

, 

. 450 

Belooch Battalion 


. 300 

Jheend Force . 

, 

. 300 

H. M.*s 60tli Bifles . 

* 

, 200**^ 

1,500 


* H. M.’s eotii Bifles bad for some days been in the adyanced 
batteries covering tlie artillery, and keeping down the mnsketry 
&e of the wails. This regiment covered the advance of the 
storming ' colnrons. ■ 
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This column suhsequent! j was brought into the city 
after the assault. 

Three Engineer officei’s were attached to each 
columiij and it was intended that a couple of guns 
slioiild have accompanied each also ; but the draw- 
bridges being broken, the guns were drawn up 
near the Ludlow Castle. 

The morning was still and sultry; not a sound was 
to be heard save the continued roaring of the 
batteries, which to the last poured their deadly 
salvos into the city. General Nicholson, who at his 
especial request ' was selected to lead the assault, 
soon passed on to the road leading to the Cashmere 
Gate, and was followed by the remainder. It was 
the last time I ever saw him, and knowing the 
honourable but terribly dangerous post be had 
selected, as we shook hands, I felt that we had 
parted for life. 

It seems a pity that a man with such administrative 
capacity was allowed to do what fifty otliers would 
have done equally well, and whose loss would have 
been less a national calamity. Felix thus admirably 
describes tbe assault: — 

Everything wusvi’eady. Nicholson, whose excel- 
lent arrangements elicited the admiration of all, gave 
the signal. The Eifles dashed to the front with a 
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clieer^ cxteiiding along and skirmisliing tliroiigli tlic 
low briisliwood wliicli extends to witliln fifty yards 
of the ditch. At the same moment the head of No. 1 
and 2 columns emerged from the Koodshali Baglg 
and advanced steadily towards the breach. 

Our batteries had maintained a tremendous fire 
up to the moment of the advance of the troops ; and 
not a gun could the enemy bring to bear on the 
advancing columns. No sooner did they emerge 
into the open, than a perfect storm of bullets met 
tliem from tlie front and flanks, and both oificers 
and men fell last on the crest of the glacis. 

For ten minutes it was impossible to get ladders 
into tlie diteli to ascend the escarp. Tlie determina- 
ticoi of British soldiers carried all before it, and 
Pamly declined to meet tlie bayonet. Witli a cheer 
and a nisli tlie lireaclies were won, and the enemy 
fled ill disorder. 

In the meantime the explosion party advanced in 
iront of tlie tliree columns, straight upon the Cash- 
mere Gate.'* This band of heroes (for they were no 
less) liad to advance, in daylight, to the gateway in 
the very teeth of a hot fire of musketry from all sides. 

On arrbiiig at the Cashmere Gate a liorribie sight awaite;! 
them; a Eiiro|>ean soldier (doubtless a prisoner) had been chained 
outside the gate, and been killed by the shot from our batteries. 
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The powder hags were coolly laid and adjusted, hut 
Lieutenant Salkeld was hors de comhaty with two 
bullets through his body. 

Sergeant Carmichael attempted to fire the fuse, 
hut was shot dead. Sergeant Burgess then attempted 
it and succeeded, hut paid for the daring act with his 
life. Sergeant Smith, thinking that Sergeant Burgess 
had failed, ran forward ; hut seeing the train alight, 
had just time to throw himself into the ditch and 
escape the effects of the explosion. With a loud 
crash the gateway was blown in, and through it the 
third column rushed to the attack, at the same moment 
that the other columns had won the breaches. 
General Wilson has since bestowed the Victoria 
Cross on Lieutenant Salkeld, Lieutenant Home, 
Sergeant Smith, and on a brave soldier of H. M.’s 
52 nd, who stood by Lieutenant Salkeld to the last, 
and hound up his wmunds.” 

So far, all was as successful as could he wished— 
both breaches and the Cashmere Gate were in our 
hands. But a scene was passing outside that no pen can 
properly describe. For the reasons before assigned. 
General Wilson had ordered the light artillery 
which he had intended to accompany the columns, to 
form as much protection as possible near the Lndlow 
Castle. It was, indeed, a time of breathless anxiety. 
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Tlie breacliiiig batteries, baving done tlieir deadly 
work, bad ceased ; nothing but the continued rattle 
of musketry was heard,, save the booming of tlie 
guns from tlie Selimghur Fort The long, long line 
of litters commenced toveturn to the Field HospitaI.s 
from tlie scene of strife, witli tlielr mangled burthens ; 
the dead, dying, and wounded in every, state, were 
passing by, showing how deadly was tlie struggle. 
Though little separated from the scene of action, 
none could tell us what had been doing, or what was 
the state of affiiirs. Grer and over again the same 
cpiestions were asked, Were the columns inside? 
Were the breaches gained?” FTone could reply. The 
intense anxiety of that hour made it like a week, 
until that cheer wliicli no Englishman, can mistake 
proclaimed tlart tlic victory was ours, and that the 
day of retribution was at Iiand. 

Major Norman thus describes the operations with- 
in the city, after the actual assa.ult : — 

Nos. 1 and 2 columns having effected an entrance, 
proceeded round the walls to the right, capturing a 
small battery and tower between the Caslmiere and 
Mooree Bastion, the Mooree Bastion itself, and the 
OabuLGute. 

All attempts to take the Burn Bastion and Lahore 
'Gates'' failed.. 
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Tlie troops liad to advance up a narrow lane swept 
by grape and musketry; and in one of these attempts 
General Nicholson received his mortal wound. 

Up to the Cahill Gate our position was secured, 
and the Artillery on the Mooree Bastion turned I 

upon the city and Kissen Gunge suhurhs ; the gorge 
heing secured hy sandbag parapets. 

The 3rd column, after storming the Cashmere 
Gate, proceeded through the town towards the 
Juinma Musjid. It was conducted most gallantly by 
Sir T. Metcalfe, who had voluntered for tlie service ; 

]iis local knowledge being of the greatest assistance. 

Taking a circuitous route, little opposition was met 
with, until reaching the Chandnee Choke, possession I 

was taken of the city police station. 

The lanes leading to the Jiimma Musjid here 
became more intricate, and the men began to fall 
fast. It was found impossible to capture the Musjid; 
tlie gates being strongly closed, and neither aidillery 
nor powder-bags being at hand. 

This column eventually fell back to the neigh- 
bourhood of the church; which, with the adjoining 
buildings, it occupied with the reserve. 

Major Reid, with the 4th column, had in the mean 
time advanced from the Snbzi-Mundi into the Kissen 
Gunge, the Cashmere Contingent operating on his 
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riglit The latter, how^vei*, were so sharply attacked 
by the insurgents, that after losing a great number 
of men* and four guns, they wei^e completely de- 
feated, and fell back to camp. 

The most strenuous oppositioii was offered to 
Major Reid’s column in the Kissen Gunge. Many 
men and officers were de combat; the enemy 
%vere strongly posted among gardens and walled 
enclosures. The commanding officer being severely 
wounded, Captain Muter, of H. M.’s 60th Rifles, the 
next senior, withdrew to the ridge ; covered by the 
guns which had been left in the Crow’s Nest Battery 
on the extreme right. 

Brigadier Grant, with the cavalry and Horse 
Artillery, eftectually prevented any annoyance to 
tlie flanks of the assaulting columns ; but suffered 
so severely from the guns and musketry in the 
suburbs, that General Wilson ordered No. 17 Bat- 
tery to move up in support and aid Major Tombs’ 
troop, wliich, with that officer’s usual gallantry, had 
been in the thick of the engagement, and suffered 
so severely in men and horses that it was with diffi- 
culty he could drag his guns from the ground when 
relieved. The steadiness of the 9th Lancers and 

* The mimher of casualties in the Cashmere Contingent is not 
known. Tlie 7 are not induced in the return of casualties. 
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Carbineers was tb.e subject of admiration. File after 
file was shot down ; yet, in tlie quaint language of 
General Grant’s despatch, the spirits of the men 
seemed to rise as their ranks were thinned.” 

Gradually the fire of the Kisseii Gunge became 
less, as the heavy guns from the Mooree Bastion 
were brought to bear on that quarter ; and in the 
afternoon, it having nearly ceased, and no fears being 
entertained of an attack from that direction, General 
Grant’s force was withdrawn to the Ludlow Castle, 
with picquets towards the ridge. 

Thus ended the siege and assault of Delhi. The 
actual loss on the day of assault, in killed and 
■wounded, was 66 officers and 1,104 men: nearly one- 
third of the number engaged; while the casualties 
which occurred from the opening of the batteries 
to the moment of assault, amounted to 327 officers 
and men. The loss to the enemy must have been 
severe. The best idea was the one which could 
be formed from the statement of Colonel Burn, the 
military governor of Delhi, that when lie commenced 
to try and clear theiiouses, he seldom came upon one 
in which there were not eight or nine dead bodies. 

For the complete success that attended the pro- 
secution of the siege, the chief credit is due to 
Colonel Baird Smith, the chief engineer; and to 
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Captain Taylor, on whom, consequent on the former 
being early wounded, devolved tlie si^ipermtendence 
of the attack. The plan of the attack was bold and 
skilful. The nature of our enemy was exactly 
appreciated. Tandy can fight %vell behind walls, 
but here he was out-manmuvred: Ms attotion was . 
directed from the real point of attack until the last 
moment, when the cover, wdiicli would have been 
of such annoyance to us, had been seisied and turned 
against him. 

To enable the siege batteries to be fully armed, 
most of the heavy guns had been withdrawn from 
the ridge. Such only were left as %voix]d secure 
st the position, while two light guns were, on the 

morning of the assault, added to the rear plcquet. 

The .Foot Artillery, tlioiigli never once relieved 
from the commencement of the actual siege, were- 
quite insufficient to work the whole of the heavy 
ordnance ; nearly all tlie officers and men of the 
Horse Artillery were sent into the batteries ; these 
even were insufficient, and parties of volunteers from 
^ H. M.’s 9th Lancers and 6th Dragoon Guards, liastily 

trained, rendered most hearty and valuable service, 
while many officers, having undergone previously 
an apprenticeship on the ridge, rendered important 
'.'.■-assistance.' 

' p 2 
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Not a man on tlie batteries was once relieved 
from tbe time of opening fire until tlie assault. 
In like manner the Engineers and Sappers were 
continually under fire^ and wfithoiit relief. 

The 14 th of September ended^ if not with the 
full success that was anticipated, certainly with as 
much as the handful of troops engaged had a right 
to expect. 
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CHAPTER VIL 


PIGIITINO WITHIN THE CITY; 


Although tlie first day’s opei’atioiis were most satis- 
factory^ yet on the evening of the 14th September 
nothing but the city walls and bastions, extending 
from the Oabul Gate to the Water Bastion, and tlio 
open space round the church, college, and Skinner’s 
house, were in our liaiids ; and it was clear that the 
enemy intended to dispute every street, foot by foot, 
with us, , 

II nfortuiiately, that terrible 1 icensc invariably 
eonsequent on tlie capture of a besieged city, was 
deeply indulged in. At the %-ery entrance were 
large stores filled with wine, beer, and spirits, in the 
greatest abundance; and for a time, our tenure of the 
position we had gained was deeply imperilled. Our 
guard fell victims to their vice, and were all 
murdered at their posts ; while champagne was taken 
by the followers outside the city to the Ludlow 
Castle and sold for about 3d a bottle. 
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The most vigorous efforts were at once made to 
destroy all the liquor in the town. Thousands of 
dozens were broken up by guards placed at the 
disposal of the Provost-Marshah and order was once 
more restored. Yet although the passions of the 
troops were^ by drink and revenge, worked up to 
burning heat, not a case, it is believed, was heard 
of a woman or child having been intentionally hurt 
— all credit to them. 

No sooner was the Cashmere gate open* than a 
tide of women and children poured out towards the 
British camp : a noble testimony of the estimate they 
placed on the national charactei’. For hours and 
hours the stream passed up the Ludlow Castle road ; 
the numbers were such that their remaining in or 
near the camp was impossible, and a large deserted 
village was told off for their especial use. Although 
the women and children were protected by the British, 
their own relatives and friends set much less value 
on their lives. We had adopted an ingenious method 
of discovering whether in the next street there were 
any riflemen, by putting out a hat at the corner on 
the point of a bayonet; it seldom returned without 

* Several men were caugM going out of the Gaslimere Gate 
disgmsed as women, and were hung; while several bheestiesy 
or water-carriers, detected bringing in drugged liq.nor for the 
troops, were likewise disposed of. 


f 


THE MAG-AEmE STOBMED, 


71 


n bullet In it. These ruffians, trusting to tlie Euro- 
peans not firing at them, generally pushed forward a 
woman, or a child as a feeler. Near tlie Laliore 
Gate tills was especially remarkable, and it is only 
wonderful that several wore not shot ■ 

Althoiigli niiich delayed in advancing by tlie con- 
duct of the troops, the 15tli did not find us idle7 
’'.riie guns and mortars of the Mooree Bastion kept up 
a fire upon the city; others ‘were brought into position 
for the same purpose ; while the Water Bastion and a 
luittery erected at tlie left of the college garden were 
opened upon the Selimglmr, and two guns of Major 
Scott’s battery made a breach in the magazine walls 
from the college square. The cliurch, which was ex- 
jiosed to hea\"y fire from Selimghiir, wtis also put into 
a more defensible state; the ordnance and engineering 
stores l)eing brought within the churchyard enclosure, 

, 0.11 tlie mor,mng of the 16tli,,,the magazine was 
stormed and carried ; but every building ivas fought 
for. 

Towards the afternoon, an attempt was made to 
recapture it, as also the adjoining workshops, covered 
by the fire of some guns placed in front of the 
palace gate. 

As far as the ■ workshops,, were concerned, it 
was partially successful;, but the enemy were soon 
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driven off, and endeavoured, as they retired, to 
set fire to the roofs with torches. 

Lieutenant Renny, of the Artillery, on this 
occasion exhibited the greatest coolness and gal- 
lantry, by mounting the roof and pelting the enemy 
wdth shells; which were handed up to him, with 
fuses alight On the same morning, the Kissen 
Gunge was evacuated, being entirely commanded by 
the guns from the walls: naturally a strong position, 
every means had been taken to improve it; and it 
was indeed fortunate that we were not obliged to 
dislodge the enemy from the numerous fortified 
positions it contained. It would only have been 
done with great loss. 

On the 18th, our positions were advanced in the 
centre, towards the canal ; and on the left, the Bank 
House was taken possession of. The line of the 
canal may be said to have been our front; on its 
bank some light mortars were posted, to clear the 
neighbourhood of the Lahore Gate ; while light guns 
were posted at the main junctions of the streets, and 
sandbag batteries erected to prevent the possibility 
of a surprise. 

The whole of the heavy mortars were at work in 
the magazine, pouring a continuous flight of shells 
into the city and palace ; and it beGame apparent that. 
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altlioBgli no post was given np nncoiitested, tlie 
resistance was becoming lessj, and that tlie abandon- 
nient of tlie city bad commenced. 

On the IStli, tlie Burn Bastion was captured; and 
on tlie following morning, the Lahore Bastion (wlilch 
liad twice hefon* resisted our attacks) was assaulted, 
and, together with the remainder of the city walls, 
was held by our troops. 

A colmnn, hastily formed, pushed along the 
Cliandnee Choke, and took possession of the Jumma 
Muyid, which was but sliglitly defended. A second 
was formed at the magazine, for a simultaneous 
attack upon the Palace. When the latter arrived 
at the gateway, the Palace was found to have lieen 
evacuated ; save by a few fanatics, wlio fired from 
the walls, and were subsequently bayoneted by tlie 
troops. The gates were blown open, and General 
Wilson’s head-quarters were there estalilishecl. , Tiia 
Selimghiir Iforf had likewise been evacuated; a royal 
salute was fired from its ramparts, and the British 
flag was iijing from the Palace walls. 

Thus ended one of the most severe struggles his- 
tory has on record. At the first it was the passive 
resistance of a handful -against crowds of enemies. 
Our force, it must be remembered, had to contend 
with e'V'ery disadvantage, not only of climate and sick- 
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ness, tut of circumstances of a still more discourage 
ing nature. Reinforcements of every kind for tlie 
enemy were arriving day by day, crossing the bridge 
of boats before our eyes ; but it was so far distant 
that the destruction of the bridge was impossible : 
several attempts to burn it were made, but in vain. 
Disastrous accounts were also received as to the state 
of the country. Mutiny after mutiny, massacx'e after 
massacre, were recorded; and the storm about July 
loomed so black, that it appeared certain nothing but 
Providence could save the vessel of the State. 

Yet, under these circumstances, the little hand 
before Dellii never desponded. All behaved nobly ; 
but it may be permitted to allude to those corps 
most constantly engaged — the 60th Rifles, the 
Sirmoof Battalion, and the Guides Corps. Probably 
not one day tbroughout the siege passed without 
a casualty in one of these regiments. But the losses 
in action, compared with their original strength, 
show the nature of the service. 

The Rifles commenced with 440 of all ranks, and 
a few days before the assault they received a rein- 
forcement of 200 : their casualties were 389. 

The Sirmoor Battalion commenced 450 strong, 
and were reinforced by 90 men : its casualties 
amounted to 319. 
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Tlie Guides Corps^ 550 strong, lost 30S of tTieir 
iiuBiber. 

Idle 1st Bengal Fusiliers, and, in fact, all tlie 
regiments, were severe ' l.osers. The 52nd, which 
arrived in Delhi onlj a montli before tlie assault 
600 strong, could only master out of liospital on the 
day of assault 242 men of all ranks. 

It only remains to say something of the appearance 
of Delhi on entering after the assault 

The demon of destruction seemed to have eiyoyed 
a perfect revel. Tlie houses in the neighboui*liood 
of the Mooree and Cashmere Bastions were a mass 
of ruins; the walls near the breaches were cracked 
in every direction, while' the church was completely 
gutted and riddled by shot and shell : its gilt, cross 
was still untouched, and, as seen of a bright morning 
from tht‘ ridge, glittering in the rising sun, seeined 
b<‘ckf)niug ns iunvards, with, the MI assurance that 
the religion of the Cross should still, even in that 
city, soar liigli over Mahomedan bigotry and cruelty. 
In the Water Bastion the destruction was still more 
.striking. .Tinge siege .giins, .with tlieif' carriages, 
lay about seemingly like playthings in a child^s 
nursery. The Palace had evidently been hastily 
abandoned. The tents of Captain De Teissier’s 
battery, stationed at Delhi when the mutiny broke 
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out, were left standing, and contained plunder of 
all sorts. 

The apartments inhabited by the royal family 
combined an incongruous array of tawdry splendour, 
with the most abject poverty and filth. The apart- 
ments over the Palace gate, formerly inhabited by 
Captain Douglas, who commanded the Palace guards, 
and Mr. Jennings, the clergyman, were denuded of 
every trace of the unfortunate party which had 
inhabited its walls; and with whom, not many 
months before, I had spent a happy week. It was 
with a sad and heavy heart that I paced its now 
empty rooms, which could tell such terrible tales 
of the scenes there enacted. 

On the morning of the 21st of September, the 
cleansing of the city was commenced. Although 
previously every effort had been made to destroy 
the dead bodies, it was in a dreadful state. A 
military governor was appointed, guards were dis- 
tributed, the light artillery were withdrawn to 
Ludlow Castle, and No. 17 Battery received orders 
to leave Delhi, under the command of Colonel 
Greathed. 


The following is the return of killed, wounded, 
and missing of the Delhi Field Force, from the com- 
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ineiicemeiit of tlie operations on tlie BOtli of May, 
1857, to the final capture of the city on tlie 20th of 


Septemher ; — ■ 

Palace af Delhi^ 2Brd Sept.j 1857. 

KILLEB. 

Officers, Ettropean * ■ . ' 


46 

„ Native . * 


14 

Non-coiiiinisslonetl Offi.ccrs, European . 


35 

„ , „ Native 


25 

Dnimmers, &c., European . . . 


5 

„ „ Native 


2 

Rank and File, European . 


476 

„ „ Native * . . 

. . 

389 


Total 

993 

Horses . . V 

. 139 


WOtlKOEO. 

Officers, European ■ . . . , * ■ . . 

'' m • 

140 

„ Native . , . ... 

* . » 

49 

Non-coinmissioned Officers, European 


108 

,, „ Native 

. ■ « ♦ 

99 

Driunmers, &c., European . 

. 

5„ 

„ „ Native 

. . . 

5 

Rank and File, European 

« 

1,313 

„ „ Native 


1,076 


Total 

2,795 

Horses' . ... 

■ • 186 


HISSIXO. 

Non-commissioned Officers, Native .. 

• • t 

'1 

Rank and File, European . ■ , . ' . 


12 

„ Native , 


17 


Total" 

30 

, 'Horses 

',■53,. 


, .TOTAL EILLBO, BOSSIEO, AK» WOraBBD. 


Officers and Men 

. 3,817 


' "^Horses 

. 378 
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CHAPTER VIII. 

PROCEBBINGS OP THE COLUMN OF PUESUIT 
FBOM DELHI TO CAWNPOEE. 

Neter did boys escape from tbe clutcbes of a school- 
master with greater glee than we experienced on 
the 21st of September, when we received our orders 
to proceed on the following morning to the plain in 
front of the Ajmere Gate, where a colummwas to 
be formed under the command of Colonel Greathed, 
H. M.’s 8th Foot, destined to scour the Gangetic 
Doab. Its presence would restore confidence, by 
instilling into the native mind the fact that not only 
had the siege of Delhi come to an end, but that 
British rule was again in the ascendant ; by admi- 
nistrating vindicatory justice ” upon those who 
had aided and abetted in the rebellion; and also 
bringing to battle the brigades of mutineers who 
were attempting to cross the Doab, like rats escaping 
from the empty house, and puslxing their way 
towards Gawnpore and Oude. 
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The trouble taken ' by these ruffians to impress 
upon the .-country the belief that the fall of Delhi 
was a feble, was most siiceessfuh It was long ere 
the provinces could realise the fact that the imperial 
city was in possession of the handfol of British which 
.had invested it. 

The .neighboutliood of Delhi and Meerut, for years 
notorious as the hot-bed of dacoity and iiiisrule,. w^as 
.now a scene, of anarcliy. 

The Goojah tribes, by whom unheard-of atrocities 
had been committed on the unhappy fugitives wlio 
escaped the fangs of the Palace officials and sepoy 
assassins of Delhi, were still in o{>en rebellion ; and 
a roving commission, with unlimited powers and mar- 
tial law, was tlie only likely metliod of bringing tlio 
Deal) into subjection. Well had it been if Colonel 
(ireatlied had Ih.h‘u able to exercise these powers: 
as assuredly was intended. The civil power, which, 
at the iirst outset of the mutiny .in the Hortli- West 
had suddenly collapsed, sprung up with inusliroom- 
like . rapidity the inoineiit the -column crossed the 
Jumna. Villages tainted with rebellion and murder 
were spared, only from fear that the cofiers of the 
State .might '.su,ffer a tempo-rary .deficit 
' ' It remains ■ to he decided ''w-hether any -deficit 
would B.ot have ■ heeii preferable- . to allowing th.e 
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wliole country to be infested with gangs of villains 
who had witnessed the tragedy of the mntiny, or 
who, having been released from gaol by thousands, 
joined in its horrors. 

So well known was the state of the country, that 
not a civilian would venture beyond the sound of our 
trumpets. Ere many days had passed, however, Mus- 
sulmen armed to the teeth, appeared at every village: 
men who, from their position and creed, could not 
have existed during the crisis, but as bowing the 
knee before the Mahomedan idol they had set up, 
now appeared as our devoted slaves. 

The troops detailed to form the columns were as 
follows : — 


Europeans. Native. 

Captain Bemmington’s Troop of Horse Artillery, 


5 guns . . . . . . 

60 

— 

Captain BlunPs Troop of Horse Artillery, 5 guns 

60 

, , — 

BourcMer’s Battery, 6 guns . * . 

60 

60 

Sappers . . . , . ; , 


200 

H. M.’s 9tli Lancers ...... 

300 


Detachments 1st, 4th, 5th Bunjaub Cavalry, and 
Hudson’s Horse . . . . 


400 

European Infantry, H. M,’s 8th and 75th . 

450 

. — ' 

Punjauh Infantry, 1st and 4th Begiments . 


1,200 

Total of each 

930 

1,860 


Grand total 2,790 

The column broke ground on the morning of the 
24:th of September, bidding adieu to the city of the 
dead.” Our road from the Ajmere Gate to the bridge 
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lay tliroiigli the Lahore Gate, and passing along tlie 
Ohandnee Choke, 

Not a sound was heard save the deep rumble of 
our gun wheels, or the hoarse challenge of a sentry 
on the ramparts. Here might be seen a house 
gutted of its contents, there a jackal feeding on the 
half demolished body of a sepoy; arms, carts, shot, 
dead bodies lay al)out in the wildest manner. Out- 
stretched and exposed to the pubilo gaze, lay the 
bodies of the two sons and grandson of the wretched 
King; they had been captured and executed the day 
before near Humayoon’s Tomb. The King’s life, 
however, was guaranteed to him. The sight was one 
to be remembered : it was the first step towards that 
vengeance which Providence has ordained against 
tliose who, so foully and with treachery of the blackest 
dye, had liroken Ids laws. 

But, let us pause a moment and consider, was it 
ever to be expected that Mussulman, after It suited 
tlieir interests, would keep faith with those whom 
they consider infidels; when to be mstrumental in 
tlieir destruction is a meritorious act in the eyes of 
their accursed religion ? The only comfort one of 
these miscreants possessed was to. this, efiect: ,I die 
happy; I have .seen English wmEien polluted in the 
streets of DelliL’V 
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The air of the city seemed dense and tiiicomfort- 
able to Tbreathe ; but the bridge once crossed, every 
moment brought us into a fresher atmosphere. It 
was wonderful in how short a time the spirits of all 
were raised by the change. Major Turner, who 
commanded the Artillery of the column, and who 
had suffered severely from the sun and fever during 
his exposure in the batteries, told me that the delight 
of escaping into fresh air made him inclined to 
sing. 

But to return to our route. Our first march was 
to the banks of the river Hiiidun; it was crossed by 
a suspension bridge, which early in the campaign had 
been partially destroyed by our engineers to cut off 
that line of communication between Delhi and 
Meerut, and afterwards most ingeniously repaired 
by the rebels. 

Our encamping ground was at Grazeeoodeen Nug- 
get, General Wilson’s first battle field, when, leaving 
Meerut early in June, he effected a junction with 
the Oommander-in-Ohief. Our mission was indeed 
a noble one: in fact nothing more or less than again 
‘ taking possession of the country which had slipped 
from our grasp. 

It has been well said that for months ^ve possessed 
no territory in the North-West below Dellii and 
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Meerut^ except j^st the ground on 'which onr troops 
were encamped. Sucli indeed was the fact. The 
town of Gaxeeoodeen Niigger was deserted, and the 
iiiliabitants of the village had fled, knowing what 
they onght to expect ; and, conscience stricken, 
they doubted whether we came as Mends or foes. 

Our baggage cattle, which had .for so long a period 
been on scanty and bad forage in Delhi,, were in 
bad condition : the camels especially could scarcely 
<?arry tlieir loads, and many died daily. It was tlie 
evoiiing of our first march before the whole had 
arrived in eanip, and it was necessary, in conse- 
(pience, to Iialt the following day. It being found 
that the camels were overloaded chiefly from the 
i juuntity o<‘} hi rider and trash that the camp followers 
hail brought out: of Delhi, a certain time was given 
the ill to (li.s[}ose of the surplus loads ; affor whidi a 
seal’d! was o'rde.red, and whatever. wais found in the 
shape oF plunder was burnt. 

On the 26tli., with, a sensible difference in the big- 
gage, OU.I’ camp moved 'to Dadra. ' There, a .q.nantity 
of property belonging to Europeans was ..foun.d con-' 
cealed'in the villages.-; and- -as the. inhabitants had 
beeU'. ii'otoriously disaffected, . the villages (which liacl 
been deserted previous to our arrival) were burnt 
■' .Our. .-. next .maarch was S.ecundra, -only the previous 
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day evacuated, "by a body of cavalry detached from 
Walidad Khan’s force at Malaghur Forty which 
had for months been held by the rebels. 

The town and surrounding villages were in a 
terrible plight The inhabitants, quiet cultivators of 
the land, and a race opposed to the Goojahs, flocked 
out to meet us and to implore our protection. Every 
house had been gutted and destroyed; their property 
of every kind taken, and their bullocks, the only 
means of drawing water for irrigation purposes, 
driven away. 

It was no dijiflcult matter to discover who \vere 
for us and who were against us. The British rule 
brought peace to the labourer, while its discipline 
controlled the savage propensities of the Mussulman ; 
who, while to gain his end he would invariably cringe 
in abject, nay loathsome, servility before his master, 
yet let him but attain his object and a little powex', 
and he will twirl his moustaches and laugh in his 
sleeve at the credulity of those who fancy that aught 
but interest and pay kept him in the employment 
of Feringhee heretics. 

On the morning of the 28th, we left Secundra for 
Bolnndshur, a civil station forty-two miles from 
Meerut, and about five from the fort of Malaghur. 

From the latter place it was to have been our 
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business to nneartli Mr. Walidad, a relation of tlie 
King of Delhi, and make him pay the penalty of 
his sins.. 

About daylight the advanced guard arrived at 
four cross roads about a mile and a half from 
Boluiidshur ; one of which led to Malaghur, 
another straight ahead to the civil station and 
town. 

A picquet of tlie enemy’s cavalry wliich had been 
placed on the junction fell back at our approach, and 
it was ascertained that they had possession of the 
station in force, and intended there to make a stand ; 
having their guns in battery commanding the entrance, 
the houses, gardens, and offices being occupied by 
the infantry, while bodies of horse w^ere liovering 
about, ready for any mischief that might turn up. 

Tlie advanced guard was strengthened by two of 
Captain Remmington’s Horse Ai’tillery guns, and 
were soon within range of the enemy ; who opened at 
once down the road. The column in the mean time 
were being collected well in hand. A reserve was 
formed, under command of Major Turner, at the 
junction of the four roads before alluded to, for the 
protection of the baggage ; which was, as anticipated, 
attacked in flank by cavalry and guns. These 
w’ere quickly driven off with loss ; the infantry were 
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formed, and the artillery collected on the left of the 
road. 

Remmington had not been idle : his two gnus had 
opened on the enemy, and he was reinforced by the 
remainder of his troop ; while my battery took up its 
position more to the right, supported by a squadron 
of Punjaub Cavalry, and a portion of H. M.’s 
75th. 

The enemy were not slow in turning a portion of 
their attention towards us, and plied their guns with 
a will ; while from the high crops and the surround- 
ing gardens a sharp fire of musketry was kept up. 
The infantry, forming on the right and centre, com- 
menced an advance among the gardens. This was 
exactly the style of fighting Tandy enjoyed; his 
guns behind walls and his infantry concealed, while 
the attacking force was necessarily exposed at every 
step. 

By the cross fire which was kept up upon the 
enemy’s battery, their fire was subdued ; an advance 
was then ordered. A few salvoes of grape cleared the 
front, and the commanding officer being anxious that 
the position should be secured, ordered an imme- 
diate advance of the artillery. Lieutenant Eoherts, 
of the Artihery, who seemed ubiquitous, brought the 
order at a gallop. The guns charged and took the 
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battery, the eEemy scampering before us as we came 
up to it. Lieutenant Roberts was first at the guns. 
A second burst, after clearing our front with grape, 
brought us to tlie goal; tiie enemy flying before us 
like ■ sheep. , 

While affairs had thus been successful on the right, 
a second column, consisting of the greater portion of 
the cavalry, with two guns of Captain Blunt’s troop, 
under Lieutenant Cracklow, were busy on the left ; 
and having advanced into the town, were for some 
time exposed to a most severe fire in the streets. 
Four naen out of one gun’s crew were wounded, and 
the gun wa^ worked with difficulty. The conduct of 
the cavalry was conspicuous : under most disadvan- 
tageous circumstances they charged and defeated 
several bodies of the enemy far their superior in 
numbers. 

The 9th Lancers, under Major Curry and Captain 
Drysdale, cleared the towm. Their loss alone was 
three officers wounded, six rank and file and twenty- 
one horses hon de combat^ before they extricated 
themselves from, .their position*. 

Three guns, an. .immense -quantity of baggage and 
ammunition, fell .into, our hands.; and bad the locali- 
ties been better known, the loss to the enemy would 
have been much more severe, and the pursuit more 
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speedily followed tip : as it was^ not fewer than three 
hundred could haye fallen. 

The action commenced about 7 A.M. and termi“ 
nated at about 11^ when the camp was pitched on 
the Annoopshur road, on the banks of the Kalee 
Nuddy. The fort of Malaghur was reconnoitred, 
and the cause of the stand at Bolundshur became 
apparent under its coyer ; the fort had been eyacu- 
ated, and Walidad had made good his retreat to the 
Ganges! 

A few guns of natiye manufacture were taken in 
the fort, from which a royal salute was fired, and a 
large manufactory of gunpowder was destroyed. Gun- 
carriages were being built, and models of guns wei^e 
on the lathes ready for casting. The place was 
crammed with stores, plunder, and furniture of eyery 
description ; the property of ofiicers who were at the 
station when the mutiny broke out, or which was in 
transit to the North-West. 

Preparations were made for destroying one of the 
bastions of the fort by mining, which was most eifec- 
tually carried out on the morning of the 1st of 
October; but, in superintending the operation. Lieu- 
tenant Home, of the Engineers, was unfortunately 
blown up and killed on the spot. He was one of 
those ofiieers who so greatly distinguished himself 
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OB tlie morning of the assault of Dellii^ by igniting 
the train which blew open the Cashmere Gate, under 
a heavy fire, and had been promised the Victoria 
Gross for Ins gallant conduct His untimely death 
cast a gloom over the whole camp. The exact cause 
of the accident is not known ; it is supposed that he 
used a nati%?e-made portfire to ig^iite the train, a 
spark from wdiich may^have ignited the mine itselfi 
Only the morning before we had been standing 
together iinpacking powder stowed on carts in every 
shape imaginable, from the carefully packed barrel 
•with four hoops fresh from the Delhi magazine, to 
loose cartridges and powder strewed all over the 
place ; and close by, two men of the dragoons were 
(juietly sitting smoking their pipes, wdiile they were 
exaininins: different articles in the carts. Poor 
Home’s invective at their conduct, and the careless 
manner in which powder was generally handledi 
makes me feel sure that the unexpected explosion of 
tlie mine was tlie effect of accident, wliich no care on 
his part could have prevented. 

On the morning of the 2nd of October the camp 
was shifted to the Allyghur road, and a proper escort 
having been secured, the sick and wounded were sent 
into" Meerut. 

On^^ fe marched to Koo:^ah, the 
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jimction of tte Delhi and Meerut roads— a town said 
to have been the hotbed of mutiny. If the fact of 
the utter destruction of Secundra and plunder of its 
inhabitants was a sign that they had no sympathy 
with the mutineers, the perfect protection afforded 
to the town of Koorjah was evidence of a contrary 
state of things. As the column entered, a tall Maho* 
medan subadar, formerly of the Gwalior Oontingent, 
and now a pensioner of the Government, came forth 
to meet us, mounted on his well-conditioned and 
caparisoned steed, 'his whole appearance displaying 
the consummate insolence of his race ; he was known, 
hy many ofScers formerly connected with Gwalior, 
as a most influential member of that force (now in 
open mutiny, and which had at Gwidior perpetrated 
such atrocities), and to be able, if recjuired, to raise 
recruits for the cavalry branch of the Gontingent to 
any extent. Was it likely then that a man so well- 
known, living within thirty miles of Delhi, in an 
important town not a stone of which had been 
touched— whose inhabitants instead of flocking to 
welcome our approach, hid like toads in their holes, 
— ^was it likely, I ask, that this man had been living 
an immaculate life devoted to our service ? Was it 
in the order of tilings that he could have remained 
neutral? No one but men tainted with the weakest 
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of political opinions' 'wliicli' prevailed in the, North' 
Westjj would have dreamt of such a thing. 

Had the colmmi Been accompanied, for political 
purposes, by a civilian of the Punjaub stamp-— men 
wlio, taking their cue from Sir John Lawrence, indulge 
ill a little common sense, and possess the feelings of 
soldierS' as well as collectors of revenue — or even had 
Colonel Greathed been left, to Ids own judgment, the 
advance of the column would have been of more 
essential service to the State, and pimishment would 
have been administered where it was merited. Will 
it be believed ? as we entered Eoorjah, a skeleton was 
stuck up on the roadside, exposed to public gaze, 
against a wall The liead had been severed from 
the body, and cuts in the shin bones were apparent, 
inflicted by some sharp instrument; and in the 
opiidon of a medical committee, this skeleton was 
that of a Eiiropeari feiuale* But still the town paid 
a large sum yearly to . Government, and on that 
account, in the opinion of the collector, was to be 
spared.' 

But the lustory given of the skeleton by our 
faithful Mahomedan pensioner/ showed, that after 
finding himself at large and unscathed, he considered 
any amount of humbug wmuld .pass current His 
account was that ^^the skeleton was that of an 
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old man who had died from hunger some time ago, 
and his body had not been removed!” 

W as anything more absurd ? Did any one ever hear 
of a Mahomedan or Hindoo corpse being allowed to 
rot in the streets of a town; and that, apparently, 
a well-regulated one? But before many hours had 
passed, a still small rumour flew through the camp 
that the town was not wholly filled with innocents; 
and towards evening it was well known that a number 
of armed men had barricaded themselves in their 
houses, and civilly declined to give up their arms. 
Mark the consequences ! 

Colonel Greathed was well aware that a number 
of rebels of all sorts — ^butchers, bakers, men let loose 
from the gaol, others who had fled from Delhi, in fact, 
a miscellaneous armed mob— were awaiting our arrival 
at Allyghur, distant only about thirty miles ; and 
that the Bareilly Brigade, commanded by the subadar 
Bukht Khan, who had raised the standard of rebel- 
lion at Bareilly, had crossed the Jumna at Muttra, and 
would try to form a junction with them, in order to 
seize the Fort of Allyghur, a most important position 
on the Grand Trunk Road. To send a force into 
a strange town at night was madness, while it was 
equally impossible to make any delay and thus risk 
the loss of Allyghur. 
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The men who in the morning, armed as lojal 
police, had sallied forth to meet the collector, had 
not the power to disarm the rebels in Kooj’jah; the 
eoiisecpience was that they remained with their arms : 
tlie column marched on to Allyghur, and the col- 
lector halted back at full speed to Bolundshur, 
where the Belooch Battalion, with a couple of guns, 
were left for the protection of the station* So much 
for iininaculate Kooiyah ! ( 

Two marches hrought ns to Allyghiir, where, as 
before stated, we had heard that a number of vil- 
lains were j)reparcd to resist the advance of the 
column, believing that it ^vas only a small detach- 
ment sent out from Agra ; this opinion “was strength- 
ened by the advanced guard, composed only of a 
small detacliinent of cavalry, falling back (when 
final into) upon the main column. 

Out came the villains, yelling like a set of infuriated 
demon ; but their lo Poeaiis were of short duration. 

Major Turner, with IL M.’s 75th, the 4th Punjaub 
Infantry, and some guns, passed round to the right. 

Captain Blunt immediately came into action, and 
silenced the fire of a brass gun and several telegraph 
guns,”* which were placed in breastworks across' the 

* Guns made out of the sockets of the telegrapli posts-, a most 
ingenious but not very safe arrangement. 
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xoadj and at the Yarioiis gates of the city. Major 
Onvry, with the cavalry and No. 17 Battery, took 
a cast to the left towards the caiitomnents ; passing 
in skirmishing order through the various compounds 
and gardens, which were chiefly deserted. 

After a long detour of about four miles, the two 
columns met on the opposite side of the town. Like 
a babbling pack who in heavy cover has lost all 
scent of reynard, each inquired what had become 
of the enemy; who, at the first discovery of the grief 
into which they had fallen, made off at once* 

Not a soul in the town seemed inclined to give 
any information as to their whereabouts, until an old 
woman, possessing as little the powers of taciturnity 
as the rest of her sex, let out that their Penates 
having been sent on ahead, they had taken tlie route 
to Akbarabad, hoping there to fall in with the 
Bareilly Brigade under Bukht Khan. 

Major Ouvry, by whom a chase after Pandy was 
not to be resisted, started at once, and after a three 
miles’ trot, we came upon the whole detachment ; 
which, including women and children, amounted to 
some 500 persons, with thirty or forty carts of house- 
hold stuff. 

The fair riders, with the utmost politeness, were 
requested to descend, and after an inquisitorial search 
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iBto 'tlie contents of tlie carts, were allowed to 
depart. ' While domestic arrangements were tlms 
heiiig carried on hj some of the less active of tlie 
party, Major Oiivry had made liis dispositions for 
«abag.” , 

ITnlike a trne memher of the chase, who loves to 
see Ills fox take well to the open, he had headed 
his game; spreading his cavalry right and left of the 
road, to heat hack the high crops witli wliich the 
conntry was covered, and into which the enemy had 
skxilked. 

Forming his line precisely as he would have 
l>eaten a field of tiirnips for game, a scene com- 
menced whieli 1>affles all description; pea-fowl, par- 
tridges, aiai l^andies rose together : tlie latter gave 
the best sjiort. Here might he seen a Lancer run- 
ning a-tilt at a wretch who unfortunately liad taken 
to t'he open ; tlrnre a Punjaub trooper cutting riglit 
and left as. liis victims rose before him ; while tlie 
enemy, who ivere Goojahs and armed witli swords 
and hatcliets, started up as the line approached, and 
dashed at their. nearest. opponent. 

, , Two troopers and a horse were our only casualties,, 
wdiile about, 100 brace of Goojahs. bit the dust A 
.detaclmient'.of the column was' left at Allyghur to 
:gamsoB:,the;fori., ." * 
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At AkbaraTbad, our next inarcli, resided two 
brotliers, Muiigal and Mytab Sing, Rajpoot chiefs ; 
who, during tlie mutiny, bad made tliemselves 
conspicuous by their rebellious conduct. The 
cavalry arrived there at daylight, and surrounded 
the town; and the two brothers were caught and 
slain as they were attempting to make their escape. 
Three guns were found in the town loaded and 
primed, but such was the surprise, that they had not 
even had time to fire them. A large quaxitity of 
powder and ammunition was secreted in the palace, 
which was blown up, and the city biuiit to the 
ground. The few inhabitants that were caught were 
summarily executed ; and the bodies of the two chiefs 
were hung to the boughs of the trees outside, on the 
public road. 

The 8 th of October was devoted to a halt; on 
the 9th the column marched, by a cross road, to 
Brijghur, a very pretty fortified position, in most 
flourishing case. Far distant from the great arterial 
thoroughfares, it had in no way been molested by 
the mutineers ; and an indigo factory, a short distance 
from the town, had been preserved from destruction. 
Even the hens, which in these troublous times had 
refused elsewhere to supply our breakfast-tahle, here 
had conducted their domestic duties in the ordinary 
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rotitine, and by tlieir cackling welcomed our advent 
as their Ijest of friends. 

At this distance even from Agra^ loud croakings 
were heard; epistles imploring aid^ in every lan- 
guage both dead jmd living, and in cypher, fbr- 
V'arded by Government special messengers, and 
a*cceivc‘d by Colonel Greathed, came pouring into 
camp. Many, like the dreams of Phaxuoh, were 
beyond the intei'pretation of the soothsayers, and no 
Joseph was at hand. All, however, that could be 
made out of the business was, that the people at 
Agra were in a cruel stew about some enemy sup- 
posed to be hovering round the neighbourhood with 
a sieg(‘ train. Tim Cavalry and Horse Artillery, it 
was insisted, must go on at once; and as Colonel 
Greatlied felt that lie liad come wdtliin the clutches 
of the hydraJieaded powers of tlie North-Western 
Government, they were despatched on the Btli, at 
midnight, with instructions to push on rapidly to 
Agra, a distance of forty-eight miles. The infantry 
and the field battery followed four hours afterwards, 
arriving early in the morning at Hattrass, a well- 
built town, in an apparently flourishing condition, 
through which Buklit Khan’s force had marched 
a few days previously, levying a heavy fine for its 
ransom., 
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As we got nearer to Agra^ tlie plot was getting 
liotter and hotter. Despatches, more and more 
urgent, were received hy Colonel Greathed. ^^His 
credit would be at stake if Agra was attacked, and 
he so near : they were threatened, and in momentary 
dread of an attack ; in fact, we must push on to 
the utmost, for if we delayed, we should only find 
their ghosts to reproach us for their murder.” 

A few hours only were given us to rest the cattle at 
Hattrass. The European infantry were carried on 
elephants, carts, and camels, and all were pushed on 
to overtake the cavalry and horse artillery. This 
being effected, we crossed the Jumna in one body 
at the bridge of boats, at sunrise on the morning 
of the loth, to relieve the garrison of a fort pos- 
sessing an inexhaustible supply of ordnance and 
^ammunition, amply supplied with provisions, and 
capable, from its strength, of defying the whole 
army of Pandies for an indefinite time* 
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CHAPTEE IX. 

AGEA. 

Litti^e did tlie appearance of Agra give token of 
tlie terrible emergency wliicli resumed that an army, 
whose infaiitry, from prior exposure and service, were 
far from being in good health, should march forty- 
four miles, with but a few hours’ rest, to its succour. 

The 3rd Bengal European regiment, neatly dressed, 
sleek and well favoured compared •with the battered 
state of our regiments, was mounted on the bastion, 
aiitl chec^red us heartily as the force passed under the 
wdls of the citadel 

Ladies w^ere riding and driving about in all 
directions; yeomanry cavalry were careering in full 
equestrian pride, while from every hole and corner 
loomed the ugly muzzle of an iron monster, ready to 
annihilate any amount of Pandies. 

The fort itself, large and well built, was in perfect 
repair; and with its high double walls and deep ditch, 
w^ould have been reduced with difficulty, even by a 
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European force. The appearance outside, how- 
evei% was deceptive; the holiday-makers were the 
exceptions, not the rule of the place ; and the ladies 
represented certainly the most cheerful portion of the 
community. We were kept grilling on the public 
roads for two hours, while the local executives 
argued with Colonel Greatlied as to whether it 
would not be more advisable to encamp the column 
in a series of gardens overgrown with brushwood, 
where the guns would not have had a range of fifty 
yards, and where the cavalry could not possibly act, 
in preference to a magnificent grassy plain, with 
not an obstacle within three or four hundred yards 
of our front, and those only a few high crops. 

Eortunate indeed was it that Colonel Greathed’s 
better judgment prevailed, as the sequel will show. 

It was finally arranged that the force should 
encamp on the Native Infantry parade. No sooner 
was the camp marked out, and the horses picquetted, 
than it was crowded with men of all descriptions 
fi*om the fort. To our great disappointment, vre 
w*ere positively informed, that hearing of our 
approach, the enemy had again retired beyond the 
Karee Nuddee, a stream about nine miles distant. 

The baggage was just arriving, there were but few 
tents up, the iurtillerymen^had obtained permission 
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to lie clown in a house hard by, and many officers 
had gone to see their Mends in Agra. All were 
iniich knocked itp, and in a few minutes most were 
in the anus of Morpheus ; but in a very short time 
we were all roused to the conviction that something 
was wrong. This was confirmed by a round shot 
coming tliroiigh tlie mess-tent ; and as I rnshed out at 
one door of my tent, a servant was bowled clown at 
the otlier by a second round shot. All were instantly 
on tlie alert : the conduct of our troops was beyond 
praise ; tliat stern discipline which war alone teaches, 
stood us In good stead. A shower of round shot from 
a battery of twelve guns on our right and. front, came 
dashing into camp, spreading terror among the camp- 
fellowers, and still greater alarm to the sightseers. 

Siicli was tlie terrible panic among the latter, that 
tliose officers wlio had gone into the Fort, and were 
eager to get back to their posts, could notAtem the 
torrent of affiaghted beings : an officer of the Dragoons 
in attempting it, was fairly carried off Ins legs and 
borne back with the cxwd. Not satisfied with 
legitimate means of escape, the gun horses in many 
cases ’were seized as they w^ere being led to the guns, 
and w^ere found next morning in the Fort. 

In the mean time the troops had not been idle. 
The artElerymen, having no time to think of their 
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accoutrements, rushed to their guns, and from the 
park opened such a fire upon the enemy’s position^ as 
led them to see that they had found their match. The 
horses were soon put to, the cavalry in their saddles,, 
and the infantry awaiting orders on parade. 

It was evident that the sooner an advance was made 
the better. Camp-followers and horses were falling 
fast in canap, and the native grooms, panic stricken,, 
loosed from their picq^nets many horses, which were 
gallopping about in all directions. The distance of 
the park from the enemy’s position was too great to 
hope to silence their guns, which were of heavy 
metal. Captain Remmington’s troop, supported by a 
portion of the infantry and Pnnjaub Cavalry, was. 
directed to advance on the right ; three guns of No. 
17 Battery, being of heavier metal than the Horse- 
Artillery guns, were left to cover the advance from 
the centre, supported by the guard left for the pro- 
tection of the camp; while the remainder of the 
battery, with Captain Blunt’s troop, supported by 
9th Lancers % and detachments of 
75th Foot and 2nd Pnnjaub Infantry, f advanced 

A species of freemasonry existed “between tiie 9tii Lancers, 
and Artillery: at the first whisper of a brash a sanadron attached 
itself at once to each battery as its support; at last it became 
^nite a habit to look out fbv it befora attempting a move, 
f These gallant f^lows had marched already on foot forty-four 
loailes in the previoiKf thirty hours. 
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from tlie left towards a mosque, round which the 
greater portion of the enemy’s guns were posted. The 
Agra Battery and the 3rd Europeans subsequently 
joined on the right; the column being thus formed 
into two divisions. The infantry were soon busily at 
work, dislodging the enemy from the gardens in 
which it had been suggested that we should encamp ; 
and which were even then in the hands of the 
enemy. 

A large body of cavalry was completely routed 
by the Punjaub Cavalry in gallant style, under their 
leaders. Captains Probyn, W atson, and Younghusband, 
three guns being captured in the charge; while the 
fire of the remainder of the enemy’s artillery was 
sensibly diminished. The practice of Captain Rem- 
mington’s trt»op w'as particularly eftective: three- 
amiuiinitioii waggons were exploded by his shot. 

On tlie left, however, a large body of cavalry 
wliieli liad been for some time observed hovering 
about, made a dash into camp. Captain Blunt, with 
Ms guns and a squadron of Lancers, fell back as a 
reinforcement to the guard left for its protection, 
meeting the cavalry as they came in ; a s^dendid 
charge from the Lancers, in wMch unfortunately 
Captain French was killed and Lieutenant Jones 
dangerously wounded, dispersed the enemy’s cavalry 
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as a body5 and eyentually (but not until they had 
executed a large amount of mischiejf) they were 
driven from the camp or destroyed in it. 

Steadily our whole force advanced, supported by 
the infantry, until the enemy’s fire was entirely 
silenced and the position near the mosque, with 
several guns, captured. 

It being evident that the enemy were in full retreat 
towards the Karee lsruddee,a pursuit by the artillery 
and cavalry was immediately ordered. 

About four miles on the Gwalior road, sheltered 
by two villages, was the camp of the enemy. 
Apparently, both divisions of our force came within 
sight of it at the same time, and arrived at the same 
moment. Forming line, we together flew through 
its streets, driving the enemy before us. 

Only once did they again mate a stand; a few 
rounds of grape, however, scattered them in all 
directions, and the cavalry were soon among their 
flying ranks, doing great execution. For seven 
miles the road was one continued line of carts, guns, 
ammunition waggons, camels rushing about without 
their drivers, and baggage of every description ; all 
of , which fell into our hands. Not a gun or cart 
recrossed the stream; all became a prize, owing to 
the rapidity with which the victory was followed up on 
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tlie opposite bank : a few cavalry troopers made tlieir 
appearance, but soon disappeared, after a few rounds 
from the Horse Artillery. Thirteen pieces of 
ordnance, witli an enormous quantity of ammunition, 
w'erc brought into camp; much that was useless was 
destroyed, and the enemy^s camp, with the villages 
on which it abutted, were burnt. 

Seven of the captured guns were of native 
niannhicture, and in many parts covered with Persian 
and Hindoo inscriptions. Three were of enormous 
weight, though only J eighteen and 12-poimders : 
these had been brought from Dhalpoor, for the 
purpose, doubtless, of attempting to breach the walls 
of Agra; but they had not a mortar with them. 

The force returned to camp at about 7 oVJock, 
having marched sixty-six miles, and fought a general 
action in tliirty-nine hours : nine miles of the route 
liad been done by the cavalry and artillery, at a trot, 
through high crops and ploughed fields. 

Truly we had reason to be thankful to Providence 
for the successful issue of our day’s work; which at 
first looked far from promising. As it turned out, 
nothing could have been more successful, or better 
managed ; but the culpable ignorance of the Agra 
authorities — who summoned a force to their rescue 
from a distance, and on its arrival allowed it to be led 
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into an ambuscade^ by repeated assurances, up to 
within half an hour of the attack, that the eriemy 
had retired beyond the Karee Nnddee — seems hardly 
credible. It conldhave been no sudden thought of 
the enemy, or the work of a moment, to haye brought 
their guns such a distance, and crossed them over a 
river with a stream scarcely fordable, flowing over 
a bed of deep sand: it must have been the work 
of many days, and of tinremitting labour. The 
presence of the enemy’s camp within four miles of 
the fort, and their possession of the actual ground 
on which the Agra authorities wished us to encamp, 
shows how painfully little the latter were aware of 
what was passing so close to them. 

That the surprise was mutual there can be no doubt. 
The enemy believed that the reported arrival of a 
column from Delhi was only an imposition, and 
hung the spy by whom our arrival was chronicled : 
they imagined that the Agra force had crossed the 
river during the night, and marched back again in 
the morning. The small number of tents pitched, 
and the little show the camp made, strengthened this 
belief, and led to the attack upon our position. 

For political reasons, it was said, the town of 
Agra wa^ spared: no fine, even, was levied upon 
it; althougli it was well known that the inhabitants 
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were cognisant of tlie presence of tlie emmj^ whose 
camp had been supplied with provisions and sweet- 
meats' from 'the city. 

Scenes tlie most ludicrous passed before our eyes 
as we retunied to camp. Firsts came a fat old 
gentleman, on as fat an old horse, who requested 
Major Ouvry to give him a certificate to the effect 
that he had been under fire, he being tlie com- 
immdant of some volunteers of whose whereabouts 
he *VYas in total ignorance; next came a truly 
jxn'spirlng hero, jogging along with liis bridle and 
drawn sword in one hmd, while in the other was a 
fan of enormous size, which he managed with 
dexterous address; while further on might be seen a 
cor])ulent clerk, brandishing his stick over a fallen 
Pandy, ever and anon starting at his own temerity. 

David wisely says, is good for me that I have 
been in trouble,” but it is doubtful whether the 
benefit extends to Englishmen incarcerated hi a 
fortress, be it even as strong as Agra ; certain it is 
that affairs were in a most gloomy state within its 
walls, and to those who had been at Delhi at the 
very worst of times, it seemed incomprehensihle. 
The real state of the country now was comparatively 
cmkur^'de rose^ hut the black clouds of despair seemed 
to have settled down at Agra like a pall. So 
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different too from the Punjauh,^ where all were, 
even at the worst, hopeful; here it was continually 
instilled into our minds that the worst was not yet 
come ; that Gwalior and Lucknow had still to be 
subdued, and that although Delhi might have fallen, 
&c., &c.: in short, we were in a bad way. 

The ladies, poor creatures, were most to be pitied; 
several said that night after night they had to listen 
to the croakers indulging in wonder as to whether 
in the morning any of them would be alive, and 
would gladly, had it been permitted, have risked the 
dangers of a march with us to Cawnpore, to have 
escaped from their present imprisonment. 

Our men and cattle being much in want of rest, 
the 11th, 12th, and 13th October were halts. The 
ammunition was filled up from the Port, and our two 
5-|-inch mortars were exchanged for two 8«incli. 
The wounded were sent into the hospital which had 
been established in the Mootee Musjid, where they 
were attended not only by the medical officers, but 
by the ladies; many of whom visited the wards daily, 

* An oflBlcer of the civil service, who had heen translated to the 
North-Western Provinces (at the time a perfect stranger to 
me), caught me hy the hand, and hegged I would come into his 
hut and talk to him of the Punjaub, as it did Ms heart good to 
* hear of the doings there. 
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admiiiistcriBg little comforts to the sick and dying. 
It was indeed a totiching sight to see our fair country- 
'wonien., inany of whom were themselves bo\ved down 
hy affliction, seated by the bedside of the wounded 
soldier, They mil in no wise lose their reward,” 

Of course we all visited the Taj, which has been 
so often described, that the less now said about it the 
better; it is certainly very beautiful: in fact the most 
beautiful building in India. Many ladies flying 
from the gloomy captivity of the Fort, made it an 
excuse for a morning’s holiday, fluttering about in all 
tlie weakness of the last new muslin,” and seeming 
to enjoy themselves like larks escaped from a cage. 

To see their happiness was ample reward for the 
fatigue we had undergone on their belialf. 
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CHAPTER X. V 

■ BVEHTS AT CAWOTDBB. 

Eaei^t on lie morning of tlie 14tliL tlie 

ooliimn crept stealthily ont of Agra ; donhtful, 
indeed, how far we should get away, ere, local 
timidity heing excited, we should he recalled from 
the more urgent duty — ^the relief of the Lucknow 
Garrison. Havelock, it was true, had forced his 
entrance into the Residency ; hut he was himself 
there besieged, and all were clamorous to get on as 
fast as possible. 

The first march was to the Rambagh, where we 
were reinforced by two siege guns, and detachments of 
H.M.’s 8th and 75th regiments. Many of the ladies 
and officers were tempted to come out thus far, the 
result being a most delightful pic-nic in the gardens. 

The 15th brought the column to a ruined tomb 
called Boorya-ka-Talao (the old woman’s tank), and 
without much incident arrived on the 19th at Myn- 
poorie, a civil station. 
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Geiiara.1 Grant liad arriTed, and assumed command 
on the 16 th at Ferozabad. 

The Bajah of Mynpoorie had, early in the mutiny, 
thrown olf the British allegiance; but most of the 
officers attached to tlie troops at the station, as also 
the civilians, had escaped .to Agra. , 

Prior, however, to his departure, Mr- Power the 
collector had entrusted the balance of Government 
treasure, amounting to between 20, OOOZ* and 30, 000?- 
to the care of a relative of the Rajah’s ; and it was 
deposited in the Fort 

It was said that the Rajah, who had guns and a 
large body of armed retaii»rs, with some companies 
of sepoys, would make a stand in the Fort 

Within a few miles of the city the aforesaid relative, 
commonly called the Rao, attended only by three or 
four unarmed followers, came out to make ins 
obeisance ; informing the General that the Rajah was 
still in his fort, where (being generally in a state of 
intoxication) we might hope to make him a prisoner. 
The column arrived at Mynpoorie on the 19th 
October at about noon, after a hot and dusty maich 
of twenty-four miles; but the R^’ah had beat a retreat 
at midnight. ■ i-" , . , ■ ■ 

The city was uninjured; but the civil station 

■ Hf ■ 

was a mass of ruins; and the church, gaol, court- 
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houses, in fact, everything resembling the residence 

of a European, were destroyed. 

A party was immediately sent to take military 
possession of the Fort, while Mr. Power proceeded on 
what he feared was a hopless errand, to search for 
his treasure. The Fort was deserted, but the owner 
had evidently gone off in a hurry; as the guns were 
left loaded, in position, and strange to say, the treasure 
was found exactly where Mr. Power had deposited it, 
and “ in full tale.” 

It is difficult to conceive under what cucum- 
stances so large a sum had been saved. The Rao 
himself may have been able to resist the temptation 
•with a view to future benefits; but how its 
existence was kept a secret from the Rajah (who, as 
an acknowledged traitor, could expect no favour 
from the British Government under any cmcum- 
stances) is indeed a mystery: or if its existence was 
known to the Rajah, why was it not appropriated or 
carried off, wheh he left the previous night? That 
might easily have been done, he having a number of 
elephants and carriages with him. 

The bags of coin were deposited in a little room 
^ith a slight door of open railings. However, there 
it was, and proved a most acceptable addition to the 
Comnussariat treasure-chest. 
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The Fort was not, as before stated, entirely de- 
serted: as the gates were opened, we found that a 
snow-white army, headed by a commander in black 
with a red helmet, formed the garrison; or, to drop 
allegory, a flock of geese, headed by a magnificent 
turkey in all the pride of fantail and scarlet top-knot, 
cackled forth a hearty welcome. Traitors all, like 
their masters, a summary sentence of death was 
passed, and immediately carried out; every man car- 
ried off his prize, and a glorious feast was the resnlt. 

In addition to private property of every kind and 
description, an enormous (quantity of powder was 
discovered under the fort ; several very well cast 
guns were in different stages of manufacture, while 
others were on the lathes: one, lately finished, was 
found in a well; and a large quantity of ammunition 
was stored ill the fort But the occupation and final 
destruction of the fort by the military authorities 
was not carried out without immense opposition on 
the part of the Commissioner ; though the prize 
agent had been sent to seize the whole of the 
property of the Rajah, which was confiscated. The 
Eao begged and implored that one portion might 
not be touched, it being Ms own private property 
and that of his daughter: he vowed and declared 
that not a stitch heloiiging either to Government or 
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to any European was concealed tbere. The Commis- 
sioner, helieving him, by turns protested, entreated, 
and implored that the wai’brobe might not be touched ; 
in fact, the Government could not be carried on if 
it was, &c., &c. Eortunately, in this case, the house 
was divided against itself: Mr. Power having lost his 
all at Mynpoorie, shrewdly guessed that a few odds 
and ends of his own might turn up, and had not 
such imiilicit faith in the word of a native.* . 

By way of compromise, it was agreed that the doors 
should be opened, and we should cursorily inspect 
the interior. The first object that came to view was 
a huge Government drum ; the second (Power’s face 
of dSight was worth coming the distance to see) 
was a bos: not, as will be supposed, containing the 
gorgeous turban and velvet chupldn,t of the Rao, 
or the skeleton petticoat and dainty slippers of his 
daughter, but a most unexceptionable array of coats 
and inexpressibles, Power’s lost property. This, to 
a man who on the whole liked a neat turn-out, 

* ThP word of a native, except when it suits his oto interests, 
i. never to heh«^^A^«oon^ „ 

Jl this addresses Khrishna, who appears before her as 

an htu^hlehee,withhlack velvety coat and sharp stmg. 

« Ham jante hein jetna siyam hadan hein etna Sah _&patihein.- 
Bverytlung tiiat has a black body is deceitful. 

■]* Coat "Vf ona by a Mussuluian. 
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and Imd beea condemned for montlis to one single 
sliooting-coatj was a glorious find. Nothing more 
was said of the immaculate Kao^ and the whole fort 
was made over to the tender mercies of the piisje 
agent and engineer.* Each well performed his 
duties; the prize was sold by aiietion^ and the fort 
was destroyed. 

On tlie morning of the 21st of October, the column 
left Mynpoorie for Bewar, the junction of the four 
roads leading to Oawnpore, Meerut, Futtehghur, 
and Agra. 

, Eeports were afloat that we should find the posi- 
tion defended by wonderfully strong batteries and 
innumerahlc guns. All proved matters of fiction. 
A picrjuet, detached from Futtehghur^ fell back at 
our approach, and, unmolested, the camp was esta- 
blished. Cl eiieral Grant’s orders from Agra were 
to steer clear of Futtehghur, wliich we were all 
itching to be at. It was doubtless, liowever, a wise 
measure not to molest the hornets’ nest until we were 

* A most ludicrous occurrence took place. The prize agent 
•was surrounded by an -which he could find 

nobody to load on the carts. A man of the 9th Iiancers, who 
with upturned sleeves had been working very hard, saw the Eao 
standing idle, and not knowing who it was, all darkies being alike 
in his eyes, caught him by the back of the neck and pushed Mm 
on with a Sure, and why shouldn*t you carry a load as well as 
me, you big black tluef/^ 
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fully prepared to occupy tte fort; as to liave taken 
it and again given it up would only have insured the 
destruction of the whole stock of timber of the gun 
carriage agency, with its steam and other valuable 
machinery, and the whole clothing of the army in 
the North-West, which was stored in that station. 

From natives travelling along the road we learnt 
that an engagement had been a few days previously 
fought about ten miles from Cawnpore; that the 
enemy had been routed, but that being utterly 
without cavalry, the General had not been able to 
follow up his advantage, and that the guns were 
still lurking about in the neighbourhood of Kanooj. 

On the morning of the 23rd, on arriving at 
Meerunka Serai, near Kanooj, the Quartermaster- 
General with his guard, while reconnoitring close 
to the town situated on the banks of a stream, was 
fired upon from a battery on the opposite side, 
supported by about 500 infantry, all hard at work 
trying to get the guns across the river. The report 
of the fir ing made General Grant at once send down 
two horse artillery guns and a squadron of dragoons 
to the scene of action. Lieutenant Murray, who com- 
manded, took the bull by the horns; at a gallop he 
went close to the banks of the river, forming battery 
at the water’s edge, and soon silenced his oppo- 
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Hents on the opposite hank. The infantry fled, 
pursued hy the dragoons and some Punjauh cavalry. 
Nearly the whole detachment was cut up ; about six 
only escaping to the Ganges* Four guns, with a large 
quantity of ammunition, were brought into camp, 
together with a number of large draft bullocks. 

On the 26 tb, after four ordinary marches, we 
arrived at Oawnpore, then the centre of the muti- 
nous districts. 

To any one who had lived at Oawnpore in its 
sunny days, its present appearance was a most dis- 
tressing commentary upon the events which had 
there occurred within the last six months. It was a 
perfect wreck; few houses were standing, and both 
the churclies liad been destroyed and defiled. At one 
time the largest station in India, now scarcely a stone 
w^as left upon another. The Assembly Rooms, 
Theatre, and Masonic Lodge, with two or three 
houses not of an infiammable nature, or which 
were the property of natives, were all that remained. 

But if these were sad tokens of the destruction of 
property, Wheeler’s entrenchment, and the massacre- 
house, told tales of blood too frightful even to think 
upon. 

It will be remembered that, at the time of the 
outbreak. General Wheeler had a very small detach- 
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; i meHt of Europeans in the garrison of Oawnpore , 

two eompanies of H. M.’s 84th arriyed in the begin- 
ning of June^ one of which, with a company of the 
32nd, was despatched to Sir Henry Lawrence at 
Lucknow, leaving General Wheeler with only 

60 men H. M.’s 84tk 
70 men H. M/s 32nd. 

59 men Bengal Artillery. 

15 men 1st Bengal Ensiliere/ 

Total— 204 

with six field guns. The natiye force consisted of 
three regiments of infantry, one of Eegular and one 
of Irregular Cayalry, and three guns of an Oude 
battery ; which, at the time mi rouie to Futtehghnr, 
was halted at Cawnpore : in all about 4,000 men, 
with three guns, the whole of the magazine, and inex- 
haustible stores of ammunition at their disposah 
Ik ad to the details already given aboye. 
General Wheeler had to provide for the safely of a 
large party of merchants, pensioners, railway and 
canal officials, with their families; besides all the 
ladies and children of the officers at the station, and 
of the troops at Lucknow. 

The odds against him were frightful; his game a 
most desperate one. 

The Haaaa, a Mahratta of wealth and initience, 
resided" ik his fort at Bithoor, about twelve miles 
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from Cawnpore. His general mtelligeixce^ his love 
of European society, and ahoYe all the fact of his 
welfare apparently depending on the prosperity of 
British rule, made it most probahle tlmt, of all men, 
he would most tenaciously stick by us* 

His aid was solicited in the crisis, and cheerfully 
giYen. The GoYernment Treasury was made over 
to his charge and guarded by his troops. But the 
true Mahratta thirst for blood was only lying dor- 
mant: he was ready, when the time came, to make 
his deadly spring. It was not till the beginning 
of June ttmt the native troops of Cawnpore showed 
signs of disaffection. 

The warnings given at Delhi and Meerut had not 
been disregarded, and by the dthof June an entrench- 
ment, provided with food for twenty-five days, was 
finished ; into which the whole European population 
was moved. On the morning of the 6 th, the cavalry, 
who at nearly every station showed the fii’st and 
bitterest feelings of mutiny, rose ; they were followai 
by the regiments of tlie line and the gunners of 
the Oude Battery. The Hana, w^ho still held the 
treasury, sent word; that he meant to attack the 
entrenchment 

For twenty days the devoted band of Europeans 
held out against one continued attack from all sides. 
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Night and day, twelve pieces of ordnance were play- 
ing upon the position, in perfect security, their gunners 
being sheltered by the large buildings by which it was 
surrounded. The appearance of the frightfully-shat- 
tered buildings told its fearful tale. Every shot seemed 
to have told upon the walls, while those from the 
heavier pieces went through and through the build- 
ings, carrying death and destruction in their path: 
not a sq^uare yard of the walls seemed to have 
escaped. 

This precarious shelter was not long allowed to 
these poor sufferers. The roofs were soon ignited 
by the bursting shells, and nothing then remained 
to shelter them from the burning rays of a June’s 
noonday sun. There were two w^ells ; but one alone 
supplied them with water, and to approach it in the 
day time was all but certain death, it being completely 
commanded by musketry ; the other had been appro-^ 
priated as a sepulchre of the dead. Notwithstanding 
their overpowering numbers, these cowards never 
once dared to attempt to storm the entrenchment, 
although the defences were merely nominal ; feeling 
sure that starvation must eventually lead the defenders 
to capitulate. Was it then to he wondered at that 
Gfeneral Wheeler, whose position was hopeless on 
the 25th of June, should have listened to the pro- 
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Hiise of tlie Nana that the garrison should receive 
a safe passage to Allahabad, excepting such as were 
connected with the goTernment of Lord Dalhousie.* 

The terms were agreed to, and officers were sent on 
the 26th to see the boats, which were found com- 
inodious and well appointed ; carts were sent for the 
sick, and hopes rose of a speedy deliverance from 
their bondage : during which it might with truth be 
said *^Hhe iron had entered into their souls.” 

On the 27 th the survivors were put on board the 
boats provided by the Nana; when an act of treachery 
commenced more cowardly and diabolical than history 
had ever recorded. Guns were unmasked as if by 
magic, and musketry poured in withering volleys 
from all sides. Tlie boats which had been loosed from 
their niooriiigs drifted ashore, and the wromen and 
children who had had the misfortune to survive the 
second massacre, were dragged to a small house in 
the station, which was their tomb. 

These scenes had passed away ; but the shattered 

The hitter spirit shown bj the Nana against Lord Balhonsie*s 
government was eatised by the discontinuance of the pension 
granted to the late Peishwab Bajee Eao; who having no sons, had 
adopted the Nana, and declared to the BriUsh Oovemment that 
he was to succeed him. A second cause was the conversion 
of a 5 into a 4 per cent, loan, by Lord Balhousie; in the former 
the Nana was a great holder of stock, and consequently a heavy 
loser. 
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walls told tlieir tale of woe. Wandering about tbe 
intrencbmentj British soldiers of every rank might 
be seen searching for little mementoes of their fallen 
conntrymen so foully murderedt Revenge deep and 
bitter was vowed against the perpetrators of such 
atrocities. I confess to have been no stranger to the 
influence exercised on the mind by these scenes ; the 
very worst feelings rose to the surface. Here might 
be seen a dragoon with a child’s frock on the end of 
his lance, on which he had vowed never to spare a 
sepoy ; there a soldier •with a fair tress attached to 
his bayonet, determined on future revenge. 

Could it be wondered at ? Twice I passed the 
ruins, and the same feelings on both occasions seemed 
to rise involuntarily. I resolved never again to enter 
its precincts, and although on a subsequent occasion 
my tent abutted for six days on a corner of the 
intrenchment, I religiously kept my word. 

The fatal well, the grave of so many of that hand 
of heroes, was carefully covered in. Who could pass 
it unmoved? If the intrenchment was horrible, the 
massacre house Vas infinitely more so: in the inner 
court-yard was a tree on which were traces of the 
murder of the poor little innocents, whose hair, stick- 
ing to the bark, told of the dreadful death they had 
met. 


, MASSACBE-HOUSE- AT CAWmBOEE. 12S 

Oil tlie day of General Havelock’s victory at 
Cawnpore, the 16tliof July, the whole of the sur- 
vivors were murdered. They had been imprisoned 
since the 27th of the preceding month, and treated 
with the greatest rigour. The rooms were riddled 
with musket-bullets; tlie floor saturated with blood; 
ivhilo here and there were sentences scratched upon 
the walls, descriptive of their sufferings, and calling 
on their countrymen to inflict severe retribution. 

Tlie bodies had been buried near the spot in a 
well, over which a neat tomb had been erected by a 
detachment of H. M.’s 32jad Eegiment. 

To record more of such scenes of horror would be 
of little use. The soldiers needed no hounding on 
to excite them to revenge : the difficulty was to pre- 
vent tliem from considering everyone with a black 
fiice as an enem}% ' 

Orders liaving been received from Sir Colin 
Campbell, the column, reinforced by several detach- 
ments, was directed to prepare to cross the Ganges 
into Oude.' 


124 


EIGHT MONTHS’ CAMPAIGN. 



CHAPTER XL 

THE BELIEF OF LUCKNOW. 

The relief of the garrison of Lucknow forms another 
act in the tragedy of 1857. General Inglis in his 
despatches has so touchingly told the tale^ that it is 
only necessary here to state that early in June the 
native troops in the cantonments of Oude mutinied. 
The late lamented Sir Henry Lawrence then made 
immediate preparations for the defence of the Resi- 
dency; whichi providentially, he was enabled par- 
tially to efiect, as no attack was threatened until the 
29th of June. From that date the Lucknow garrison, 
although augmented by the gallant force under 
General Havelock, was in a state of the strictest 
siege until the 17 th of Hovember, when the force 
under Sir Colin Campbell opened communications 
with the Residency. 

It does not come within the limits of this narra- 
tive to enter upon the various circumstances which 
rendered the endurance and fortitude of the garrison 
so remarkable. 
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The death of Sir Henry* Lawrence cannot be 
passed oyer in silence by one who was so deeply 
indebted to him.’'^ As a public servant it would be 
superfluous, if not presumptuous, to say a word 
even in Ms praise: all felt that his loss was a 
national one| and no man was more deeply imbued 
witli the greatest of Christian graces* To benefit 
inankmd was his heart’s delight ; but the classes 
whose condition he eluefly aimed to ameliorate were 
the wives and children of the soldiers. The Law- 
rence Asylums at Sonawar and Mount Aboo are noble 
and lasting monuments to his memory. 

Blit to return to our narrative. The column 
crossed the Ganges on the SOth of Gctobex*, passing 
on the opposite hank the remains of several batteries 
which had been opposed to General Havelock’s 
advance, and encamping on the 1st of November 
near a stream at Bunnee, crossed by a ford; the 
bridge having been destroyed by the rebels. 

On the 2:nd the camp was moved a short distance, 
to Banterah ; and it became evident that although 
hitherto unmolested, we must hope for no stores or 

* In 1848, 1 was anxious to be appoints to do duty at tlie Warley 
Depot for recruits; and knowing nobody at tbe India House, I 
asked Sir Henry Lawrence for Ms interest. Before replying to 
my letter, be immediately went to town, asked for, and obtained 
for me tbe appointment I was so anxious to bold. 
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assistance of any kind from tke villages; each of 
wliicli was tlie liome of oiir enemies^ the great 
majority of the sepoy army having been drawn 
from Onde : in fact^ every village was in arms. 

While marking out the camp, Captain Roberts, of 
the Artillery, who was officiating as Quartermaster- 
General of the force, was, with his little party, 
attacked by infantry and cavalry from a village hard 
by, narrowly escaping with their lives. An imme- 
diate attack was made npon this village ; and two 
others, which fired npon the approaching column, 
were carried and destroyed, though not without 
opposition. Major Ouvry, with a party of cavalry, 
was nearly surrounded, and had to send back for 
reinforcements ; but he eventually extricated himself 
from his position,^^ ^ ^ 

A running fight was kept up for some hours; a 
brass 9-pounder gun was captured in a village, and 
the enemy, who had apparently come out from 
Lucknow to see what we were made of, retired into 
the city. 

Nothing particular occurred on the 3rd and 4th ; 
but on the 5th, No. 17 Battery was ordered to form 
part of a large convoy, which was to escort an 
enormous string of camels and carts loaded with 
ammunition and corn to the Alumbagh, where the 
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dep&t for the relieTing and relieved army was to be 
formed. 

It may be well here to mention that this position 
had been held and fortified by a body of onr troops/ 
with light and heavy artillery, from the time that 
General Havelock forced his way into Lucknow, 
on the 25th of September. The post was a most 
importairt^^ not only as a fortified dep6t, but as 
a chain in the linlc of communications, which it was 
necessary now to keep open, between Lucknow and 
Cawnpore. 

We arrived at a grove of trees within half a mile 
of the Bagli without molestation, and it was deter- 
mined that we slicmM halt there for a day, while the 
stores were l^eing deposited in safety. 

Towards mid-day, a body of cavalry menaced our 
flanks, and some light guns opened upon our right*, 
but a few rounds from otir artillery, and a gallant 
charge of cavalry, scattered the enemy. 

A more serious engagement, followed by the 
entire defeat of the portion of our force engaged, 
took place later in the afternoon. 

To secure our flanks, some companies of the 
93rd Highlanders, two guns, and a troop of Lancers, 
had been posted at a village fronting the Fort of 
Jellalabad, at that time held by the enemy in force. 
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All things seemed quiet; and^ having been ordered to 
procure a return of the ordnance and ordnance 
stores in the depdt, and to get some idea of the 
nature of the surrounding country and of the 
enemy’s batteries, I galloped off, and from the top 
of a large house inside the enclosure, witnessed, 
with several others, Avhat appeared to be a dire 
disaster'. 

From the direction of the advanced picquet 
alluded to, a cloud of dust at first was seen, then a 
few horsemen and loose horses, after them the troop 
of dragoons and my two guns, and last of all the 
Highlanders, running towards the main body of the 
convoy in the maddest confusion ; yet no enemy 
was in view, and no firing was heard: still that the 
detachment was flying from some imminent danger 
there was no doubt, and with our glasses we could 
see the remainder of the party getting under arms. 
Not a moment was to be lost ; and a few minutes 
brought us to the scene of action. There a scene the 
most ridiculous conceivable was being enacted : peal 
after peal of uncontrollable laughter greeted us, as 
with anxious faces we rode into the bivouac ; and it 
was some time ere we could discover what was the 
cause of the apparent disaster and subsequent mirth. 

It appears that, while idly dosing on the ground, 
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two officers espied in a tree an immense bees-nest. 
1 \>sBessed by the demon of mischief^ they commenced 
it with clods; and this not answering their 
piirpoHc, a, lance was throwm, with deadly airn^ into 
the centre of it . 

Tlie disgracefal iliglit we had witnessed was 
now (Easily aecouiited for; one of the perpetrators 
of tlie mischief was dangerously ill from tlie effects ; 
hut, as a body, the kilted Highlanders suffered most, 
and tliey bolted, taking with them more bees than they 
carried in tlieir bonnets. The result proved the truth 
of the old adage, that idleness is the root of all 
evil’’ The convoy, without farther adventure, 
returned late at night to camp. 

On the 9th Octol)er, Sir Colin Campbell, after a 
ride ol' m^urly ibrty miles, joined the camp ; and on 
tli(‘ 11th he reviewed the whole ftmce, which day by 
day liad l)een increased by detachments of till arms. 

On tlie morning of the 12th, the whole force 
marched towiirds the Alumbagh. No sooner had the 
head of the column arrived at the road leading to 
the Fort of Jellalabad, than a fire was opened from 
some light guns, which had been placed in a line of 
field w'orks. 

The artillery and cavalry were quickly formed in 
front ; the field w^rks were soon evacuated, and two 
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gnns of small calibre captured, iu a gallant cliarge of 
the Punjaub Cavalry, under Lieutenant Gough. 

On the morning of the 13th, a brigade was formed 
under Brigadier Hope to take possession of Jellalabad, 
■which had been evacuated. The fort, a strong one 
of thick mud, with good flanking defences, was 
empty. A breach having been made in it by mining, 
one kde was blown in, and the troops were with- 
drawn. 

The camp was formed on the Cawnpore side of 
the Alumbagh, but being under fire of some heavy 
guns in battery near the canal, it was retired some 
little distance out of their range. The whole of die 
camp equipage was stacked in the Alumbagh. Three 
days’ provisions were ordered to be carried in the 
havresacks, and every preparation for an advance 
into the city was made for the following day. 

It will be well to pause here, to consider the 
circumstances under which Sir Cohn Cami)bcll 
undertook the relief of the Lucknow garrison. 

On the morning of the 14th of November, the 
force was joined by several detachments of various 
re^nents, some reserve Royal Artillery and Sappers, 
about 200 of the Military Train, most efficiently 
equipped and mounted as dragoons, and two Madras 
Horse Artillery guns. 
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Tile strengtli of tlie force %vas, at a rough calcu- 
lation^ as follows.; 


Nayal Brigade and Artillery , 

400 

Cavalry * • , . . 

900 

Infantry . . . . . 

3,200 

Sappers * * . 

200 

Total 

4,700 men. 

Heavy gims . . ' . 

■ 12 " 

Mortars . • - , • 

10 

Light field gims . . * 

27 

Total Ordnance pieces 

49 


Such was the available force, exclusive of the detach- 
ment left at AlumbagL 

With every precaution, and a force sufficient for 
the simple relief of the Lucknow garrison. Sir Colin’s 
position was a most anxious one* Before moving 
from Cawnpore, it was a point of the greatest im- 
jiortance to settle wiietlicr he should first' attack the 
(xwalior Coiitingent at Calpee, which daily threat- 
ened Cawnpore — for any delay in doing so might 
;n\'olve tlie fate of Lucknow, as reports were received 
that they were greatly pressed— or, leaving in Cawn- 
pore as large a force as he could spare, proceed 
to Lucknow, and having relieved the garrison, return 
to Cawnpore: with the whole force at his disposal, 
it was impossible to hold Lucknow, as will be seen 
liereafter. 

K 2 . ■ 
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The Duke of Wellington wisely ohseryed, “If 
the world was to he goyemed by principles, nothing 
would be more easy than to conduct eyen the greatest 
affairs ; but in all circumstances, the duty of a wise 
man is to choose the lesser of any two difficulties 
which beset him.” 

Such was exactly Sir Colin Campbell s position. 
With nothing to guide him he chose what he 
considered the least eyil ; to leaye a detachment at 
Cawnpore and proceed to the relief of Ducknow. 

From the Alumbagh, communications, by means 
of the old-fashioned telegraph, had been opened 
with the Residency; and a programme of signals 
was adopted which would show to the beleaguered 
garrison not only our moyements but our intentions. 

Our adyance on Lucknow was made from a dif- 
ferent point from that taken by General Havelock ; 
who threaded his way through the densest part of 
the city, and that most strongly defended by batteries 
and barricades : across the Oharbagh Bridge. 

At nine o’clock, the columns being formed, they 
struck across country direct for the Dil Khooshah 
House, which, with the Martiniere, both highly 
defensible buildings, were intended to form the basis 
of our operations during the attack on the numerous 
works on the canal and suburbs. These on the side 
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of the Goomtee^ tlioiigli possessing a series of liighly 
fortified posts, were more open, and could be carried 
ill detail ; Idle the river, though in some points ford- 
able lor cavalry, formed somewhat a protection to 
the right flank. 

Arriving in the neighbourhood of the Dil Khooshah 
])ark, the advance was met by a sliarp fire of 
musketry. Captain Eemmingtoifs Troop and No. 
17 Battery were oi’dered to the front, supported by 
three regiments of infaiitry; a imnning fight was 
kejit up to the park, into which the infantry, covered 
by the guns, advanced, driving the enemy from the 
house* W e crossed the paidv at speed, to the enclosure 
round the Martini ere College; here the resistance 
was stouter, and a number of guns opened from the 
plain ill front, covered from view by brusliwood. 

Captain Hard}-, of the Royal Artillery, brought 
up a Jioavy howitzer, which, with the eleven field 
guns, kept up siich a continued rattle, that the 
<memy quickly evacuated the college; the infantry, 
bounding over the wall, drove them trom the enclo- 
sure at the point of the bayonet, while the cavalry 
pursued for a considerable distance. 

Brigadier Hope’s Brigade occupied the gardens 
and enclosures attached to the Martiniere, which 
were surrounded by a high stone wall, and abutted' 
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upon tlie canal. Captain Remmington’s Troop of 
Horse Artillery was in tlie same position ; Brigadier 
Rnssell was on the left, in front of Dil Khoosliali ; 
while Brigadier Little, with the cavalry and N'o, 17 
Battery, occupied the plain in front of the Martiniere 
--r-the position extending from the canal on the right 
to the Dil Khooshah park wall on the left 

Sir Colin Campbell had sent orders that the 
greatest care was to be taken to prevent the left 
being turned; as this would not only have cut off 
our communications with the Aliunbagh, but also 
our commissariat stores and reserve ammunition, 
now only on the road. The latter, with the baggage 
of the army, excepting the tents, were to be stowed 
around the Dil Khooshah House; an elevated 
position, strongly situated, and not liable to sur- 
prise. With a view to prevent any such cata- 
strophe, Brigadier Russell pushed forward several 
companies of infantry, and seized two villages on 
the hanks of the canal opposite the left; a move 
of the utmost importance, considerably strengthening 
our position. 

These villages were held hy the Sikhs, imtil the 
force advanced into Lucknow. 

In the mean time, the enemy were collecting in 
large bodies in front of the centre, near the Bank 
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House ; wliile it was impossible, from the mass of 
hiiildings, to see what mischief was brewing in the 
Bubtirb. Captain Grant, of H. M/s 9th Lancers, 
galh>pe(I gallantly to the front to reconnoitre, and 
was saluted with a prfect feii dejoie; proTidentiaily 
without effect* Brigadier Little (9th I^ancers) ordered 
an inunediate advance of the centre, at speed; wliich, 
favourc‘d l)y a rise in the ground, we 'were enabled to 
effect unseen, debouching on the level plain within 
seven hundred yards of the enemy, -who were on the 
opposite hank of the canal* 

A few rounds, well put, sent them scuttling hack 
into the city. A second advance brought us to the 
canal hank; the bed of which, and some groves on 
the opposite side (from which a heavy fire was kept 
up on the villages held by Major Russell), were soon 
cleared. But as it was not intended at the time to 
hold so extended a position in that quarter as the 
wdiole l<3ngth of the canal hank presented, which 
was within musketry range of the suburbs. Brigadier 
Little fell back to the Martiniere Oompound, where 
orders were issued for a night hivouac- 
Scarcely \vere the horses imtraced* than a heavy 
attack was made on the position from the city. The 
force turned out like magic; Remmington was first 
upon the road and went well to the front, nearly up 
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to the canal bridge^ followed by the remainder of the 
artillery and cavalry. The infantry, as each succes- 
sive column arrived on the plain, deployed along the 
banks of the canal, while the 53rd, 93rd, and 4th 
Sikhs, attacked with vigour the main body of the 
enemy and drove them back with slaughter, pursu- 
ing them beyond the canal.^ 

Brigadier Hope’s Brigade, No. 17 Battery, and 
two of Captain Peel’s Naval Brigade guns, with a 
troop of dragoons, bivouacked on the canal ; but no 
further attack was made during the night. 

The rear guard under Colonel Ewart, H. M.’s 93rd, 
wdth Captain Blunt’s troop, and some guns of the 
Royal Artillery, had had no easy time of it. With 
the rest of the force they had got under arms 
on the morning of the 11th, during which day they 
were carrying on a continued series of skirmishes ; 
not arriving at the Dil Kliooshah until the night 
following. 

* It was in this attack Captain Wheatley of the Carabineers, 
and Lieutenant Mayne, of the Bengal Artillery, acting Assistant 
Quartermaster-General, were] killed; the former, by a shell 
which struck him; the latter, I believe, by a bullet while recon- 
noitring in front. Not many hours before, six of us, Wheatley and 
Mayne being of the number, were sitting under a hedge; a beauti- 
ful little bullock, chased by some soldiers, jumped into our circle; 
Wheatley caught him. It was unanimously voted that he should 
be kept for Christmas day, Wheatley adding, at the time, I 
wonder how many of us will he alive.’* Both were gallant officers, 
and deeply regretted. 


THE SAILOBB AT LUCKNOW. 


137 


No further adYaiice was made * On the 15tli the 
commissariat and ordnance arrangements were com- 
pleted at the Dil Kliooshah, and H. M.’s 8th Foot^^ 
with tlie cavalry and three guns left for their custody; 
a road was cut from the Martiniere hy tlie sappers, 
to the canal, near its junction -with the Goorntee.* 
A desultory fire of musketry, varied hy a shell or 
two from mortars, 'was kept up during the whole 
day.' 

The sailors on our right, with that universal talent 
they possess of turning their hands to anything, 
threw lip a battery in front of their guns, and escaped 
with scarcely a casualty; 'while the artillerymen, less 
inclined to use the spade and pickaxe, liad many men 
badly woimded. The conduct of tlie sailors was 
most amusing; a shot at a Pandy with a carbine, 
with but the slightest chance of success, w^as 
hailed witli as great delight as a schoolboy’s first 
shot at a crow ; and to be without one for any 
length of time wais a real hardship. Their fun and 
good-temper on all occasions made it quite delight**’ 
fill to serve near "them; while to men who had 

Expecting an attack from the Cawnpore side, the* enemy 
committed a tatal error, having dammed np the canal and broken 
all the bridges between Banks’s House and the Ciiarbagh Bridge, 
leaving the portion near the Goomtee perfectly dry. The banks 
not being steei>, presented little difficulty to the passage even of 
heavy guns. 
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been many years in India, there was a freshness in 
their ways, which brought the dear old country 
more to our hearts than anything else possibly could 
have done. ; 

They were described by the natives who first saw 
them, as “little men four feet high, and four feet in the 
beam; always laughing and dragging about their own 
guns.” Although becoming slightly amphibious, the 
idiosyncrasies of their own profession were kept up to 
an an amusing extent. They paraded (I beg pardon, 
mustered) not in front of the camp, like the regiments, 
or, like the artillery, near their guns, but in the 
ofiScei-s’ lines astern; which they persisted was their 
quarter-deck. The boatswain piped all hands to 
grog. — But, as^I feel I am getting out of my depth, 
I must leave the honest hearts of the Shannon to a 
more nautical pen thair mine. 

On the night of the 15 th, the signals agreed upon 
with Sir James Outram and General Havelock, to 
announce our arrival and advance on the following 
morning, were made. An immense bonfire was 
burning on the top of the Martiniere, salvos of 
balloon shells were dischai-ged, while Captain Peel’s 
rocket cars poured their frightfully destructive con- 
tents into the devoted city. 

Early on the following morning, the 16 th October, 
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tlie heavy giins were withdrawn from the advanced 
picqoets on tlie canal, as were the detachments which 
foniied portions of Brigadier Hope’s Brigade ; while 
Brigadier Grreathed, with the rest of the advanced 
force, remained in tliat position until mid-day, at which 
time we formed the rear gnard of the column. The 
route of tlie attacking force lay towards the Goomtee ; 
wdicre, crossing the canal, a direct advance was made 
upon the Secunderhagh. 

Tlie position consisted of a high availed enclosure 
of strong masonry, 120 yaj'ds square, carefully loop- 
holed all round, flanked at the corners by circular 
hastions, and contaming inside a double story of 
houses, ])rodiK‘ing a double line of fire. In the centre 
was a two storical house, from winch, and from tlie 
pai*n]>ticd flat roof, a triple fire w- as kept up. 

Tlic entrance on the south side wnis carefully pro- 
tected l)y a traverse of earth and masonry, to breach 
which would have been a work of time. On the 
nortli side was a small wicket, similarly protected ; 
it was considered better to breach tlie main wall of 
tlie bixilding. In front of the south side, at not 250 
yards’ distance, was a carefully loopholed serai,^ while 
to the east and south flie place was surrounded with 
villages supporting each other within musket range. 

Caravansery ; restiag-place for trayellers. 
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llie attack on tins position Sir Colin Campbell 
thus describes : — 

“ On the head of the column advancing up the 
lane to the left of the Secunderbagh, the infantry 
of the advanced guard was quickly thrown in skir- 


mishing order to line a bank to the right. 

“ The guns were pushed rapidly forward ; namely. 
Captain Blunt’s troop of Bengal Horse Artillery, 
Captain Travers’s (Royal Artillery) Heavy Bield 
Battery. 


The troops passed at a gallop tlmough a cross 
fire from the village and Secunderbagh, and opened 
battery within easy musketry range in a most 
daring manner. As soon as they could be pushed up 
a stiff bank, two 18-pounders, under Captain Travers, 

were brought to bear upon the buildimn 


"While this was being effected, the leading 
brigade of infantry, under Brigadier the Hon. 
Adrian Hope, commg rapidly into action, drove the 
enemy from the loopholed milage. 

" The whole fire of the brigade was directed on 
Secunderbagh. 

" After a fame, a large body of the enemy, who 
were holding ground to the left of our advance, were 
driven off by parties of the 53rd and 93rd; two of 
Captain Blunt’s guns aiding the movement. 


sin (JDLIN CAMPBELL’S DESPATCH. 141 


A portion of tlie Higlilaiiders pursued their 
advantage, and seized the barracks, immediately- con* 
verthig it into a military post; the 53rd, stretching in 
a long line of skirmishers in the open plain, driving 
th(‘ enemy' before them. 

The attack on the Secimderbagh. had now been 
]>roceeding for about an hour and a half, when it was 
determined to take the place by storm, through a 
small opening which had been made. 

This was done in the most brilliant manner by 
the remainder of the Highlanders, the 53rd and 4th 
Ihinjauh Infan tiy, supported by a battalion of detach- 
ments under Major Barnstom 

There never was a bolder feat of arms. The 
loss inflicted on tlie enemy, after the entrance of the 
Seciinderl)agli was effected, was immense. More 
tlian 2,()()() of the enemy were carried out.* 

The officers who led these regimejits were Lieu- 
teiiaut-Oolonel L, M. Hay, H. M.’s 93rd Regt. ; 
laeutenant-Golonel Gordon, H. M.’s 93rd; Captain 
Walton, 11. ]\L’s 53rd; Lieutenant Paul (since dead}, 
4th Punjaub Infantry ; and Major Barnston, H. M.’s 
;9()th Foot . 

Captain Peel’s Royal Nayal Siege Train then 

* I was subseauentlj informed that upwards of 2,700 bodies 
were buried, and numbers more were burnt. The probability is 
that the enemy’s loss was some 3, OOO men. 
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went to the front towards the Shah Niijeef, together 
with the Field Battery, and some mortars; the village 
to the left having been cleared by Brigadier Hope 
and Lieutenant-Colonel Gordon. 

^^The Shah hTnjeef is a domed mosque with a gar- 
den, of which the most had been made by the enemy. 
The walls of the enclosure were pierced by a double 
tier of loop-holes. The entrance to it had been 
covered by a regular traverse of earth and masonry; 
the top of the building was crowned with a parapet. 
From this, and from the defences in the garden, an 
unceasing fire of musketry was kept up from the 
commencement of the attack. 

This position was defended with great resolution 
against a heavy cannonade of three hours. It was 
then stormed by the 93rd Highlanders, under Briga- 
dier Hope, and supported by Major Barnstoii’s 
battalion of detachments ; Captain Peel led up his 
guns with extraordinary gallantry within a few yards 
of the building, to batter the massive stone walls. 
The withering fire of the Highlanders effectually 
covered the Naval Brigade from great loss. But it 
was an action almost unexampled in war; Captain 
Peel behaved himself very much as if he had been 
laying the Shannon alongside an enemy’s frigate. 
This brought the day’s operations to a close.” 


SIGHT IHSI.0E THE SECUTOEEBAGH, 143 


Tiie-'rear-gitard, closed .upon, the' Secmiderlmgli 
at about four in tlic afternoon. Seizing tlie oppor-- 
tuiiity of a iiioment’s leisure, I ran inside to see a 
sight I ’was told would astound me, and even glut all 
revenge for the atrocious deeds of Cawnpore. It 
was indeed a massacre, such as no imagination could 
conceive. Within the enclosm'c, about 120 yards 
square, lay the dead bodies of about 3,000 sepoys, 
mostly bearing the mark of the deadly bayonet* Not 
a man, it is believed, escaped to tell tlie tale. Never 
was punishment so summarily inflicted. Its effect on 
the besieged was said to liave been terrible. Four 
entire regiments were lost to them, at tliat post alone* 
When once the Highlanders got inside with the 
Sikhs, and the bayonet came into play, the enemy 
could not have had room to fight, while tlie crowd 
was increased by tlie terrified liolders of the upper 
stoi’y. rushing down bekm% ■ • 

No. 17 Battery was immediately ordered up, to 
cover the withdrawal of the siege guns from the 
Shah Nujeef after the position had been stormed. 
This was only a precaution against any attack wdiich 
might have been made upon them from tlia villages 
which extended far to our left front None, how- 
ever, was made. The appearance of the whole scene 
more resembled Dante’s /^Inferno” than anything 
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eartlily. The darkness of night had set in ; hut all 
was as light as day: the whole panorama was in a 
blaze. Shot and shell were flying about in all 
directions; the rattle of musketry never ceased; 
while the Highland yell and responsive British 
cheer, as the columns cleared the contested position, 
told that they had carried all before them. 

In front, upon his horse, surrounded by the officers 
of his staff not wounded, sat Sir Colin Campbell ; his 
knit brows telling how deep was his anxiety for the 
successful termination of the evening’s work. No « 
sooner did he hear the well-known yell of his pet 
Highlanders, his comrades in many a hard-contested 
field, then all trace of care vanished, and he calmly 
turned round to make his dispositions for the night, 
himself retiring to his bivouac near the Seciinder- 
bagh,^ 

The position of the force on the first night of the 
attack on Lucknow may be described as follows. 
Its right and most advanced post at the Shah Nujeef 
and Kadam Russool (Fort of the Prophet), which, 
although not before mentioned, was a mosque of 
considerable strength on an elevated position, 
which had been seized and occupied. 

* Sir Colin a bivouac. When at the Martiniere, where a 
good bouse Wip hver his head, he slept in the open air with all 
his staffj lUelA Srom sheer love of doing exactly as his troops did. 
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The centre was at the Secunderhagh, and on the 
plains in its front and left, while, the extreme left 
was at the barracks; the position being somewhat 
of a semicircular shape : onr communications during 
the whole time, by the untiring energies of the 
cavalry, were kept open with the Dil Khooshah park. 
It was indeed a successful termination to the first 
attack : more was gained than could well be expected ; 
but it "was still clear that we should have to fight, 
as at Delhi, for eveiy yard of the city. Sir Colin s 
principle of using shot instead of life was the salva- 
tion of hundreds, and the result was certain* 

Musket bullets are not pleasant flying about, 
singing gaily as they pass ; and a ten-inch shell plump*- 
ing down among the hospital-litters and medical 
comforts makes one start a bit — eli, Doctor? But 
tbere is something undeniably horiible in the hang 
of a round shot; its very wMss at a distance makes 
you feel uncomfortable : nothing in reality is more 
destructive, and one thing only worse in sound ; and 
that is one of PeeFs rockets. Though on your own 
side, the very sight of the little car, with the mast 
slipt in its centre, makes your hair stand on end. 
Reader, if you ever see it coming near you (Peel in 
all probability will be whistling or telling some 
amusing anecdote — in foot, as much uncoi>cerned as 
[ 8 ] 
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if going to an evening party), and yoix are trying 
to snooze off tlie effects of a hard day’s work, quietly 
move off as far as possible: your rest is gone. A 
more diabolical apparatus for rousing an army from 
its repose never was invented , but, abominable as is 
tlie disturbance tliey make, tlieir effect, as Peel used 
them, must have been terrific in a crowded city. 

Prom tlie position above described, it will be seen 
that altliougb our communications 'v^ere open to our 
rear, it was only tbrougli the one narrow lane 
through which the attacking columns had advanced 
on the Secunder Bagh. 

The left, although occupying a portion of the 
barracks, was still insecure, and liable to be turned 
by troops at or near the hospital, or in the neighbour* 
hood of the D Bungalows.'^ 

On the morning of the 17tli, Brigadier Russell, 
with detachments of H. M.’s 82nd, 23rd, and 93rd 
Highlanders, after considerable difficulty, occupied 
these enclosures, and a detachment of the 2nd Pun- 
jaub Infantry was pushed forward to Banks’ House, 
thus securing our left flank and commnnications in 
that direction with the rear. 

^ !Foiir houses, formerly occupied by otdeers of H. M.’s 32nd, 
marked D in original plan, have ever been known as the I> 
Bungalows. 
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. ;,Wl:iile" tliese, operations- were - successfully, carried' 
oiij on tlie lefts Naval Brigade and Mortar 
Batteries were ' at' work. : bomlbarding tlie Mess 
House. . ■ ■ ■ Tliis operation. . is' . thus'- ■ described., by ' ■ S'ir 
Coliir Campbell 

, Tliis b.iiildiiig, of .considerable '" 812 : 0 ^ was.' defended' 
by a ditcli twelve feet broad and scarped with 
masonry;, beyond that a loopholed mud wall I 
determiiied to use niyguais.. as much as possible in. 
taking"' it',. 

About 3 3?.M. it was considered that a party might 
be sent to ' storm it without much Tisk',; .it .was taken 
by a company of the 90tli Foot under Captain 
Wahnsley^ and a picquet of H. hL’s 53rd under 
Captain IlopkinS;, supported by Miyor Barnstoivs 
battalion of detacbinents under Captain Giiiscj 
H. hl.’s 9C)th .. Foot . and ..some"' Punjaub Infantry 
under Lieut, Powlett. ■ . .The.r.Mess House was carried 
with a rush.. 

‘^^Tlie troops then pressed forward with great 
vigour^ and lined the wall separating the mess house 
from the Matee Mahat wliich consists of a wide 
enclosure and many buildings. The enemy here 
made a last stand;, which was overcome after an 
hour; openings having been broken in the wait 
through which the troops poured, with a body of 

n2 
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Sappers5 and accomplished our^commtinications "with 
the residency. 

had the inexpressible satisfaction shortly after- 
wards of greeting Sir J ames Outram and Sir Henry 
Havelock, who came out to meet me before the 
action was at an end. 

«The relief of the besieged garrison had been 
accomplished.” 

W^ith what feelings of a soldier’s pride and thank- 
fulness of heart to the Disposer of all human affairs 
must these last lines have been penned. It was 
indeed a noble work, and done so successfully. 
Every point in the great game had been carried out 
as planned, and with perfect judgment. The enemy 
were completely checkmated. 

Their victims, and the treasure for which their 
lustful hearts had sighed for months, would in a few 
hours glide safely from their grasp. Still, though 
communications were opened with the Residency, 
the most difficult operations had still to be carried 
out; namely the safe withdrawal of the garrison, 
with hundreds of women, children, sick, and 
wounded, ordnance, ammunition, Government re- 
cords, treasure, and an immense quantity of com- 
missariat stores. 

These had all to be withdrawn in safety; first to 
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Gawnpore, and tlie sick, with the women and chih 
dren^ snhseqnently to Allahabad* 

If coming to Lucknow, leaving the Gwalior Con- 
tingent in his rear, was the choice of two evils, Sir 
Colin Campbell had certainly now to exercise the 
deepest responsibility in the path before him. To 
use his own, words, his army was continually one out- 
lying picquet, without supports; nay, even without a 
main body : for seven days not a man bad been oif duty* 
Such a state of things could not continue, and to 
advance further into the city was only to increase the 
evil by spreading these picquets over a wider space. 

On the other hand, to retreat before an Eastern 
enemy of overwhelming numbers— always a hazard- 
ous experiment — ^liampered as was the army with 
this immense train, •would be peculiarly so. 

In the face of the strongest opposition, Sir Colin 
determined to evacuate the city, and fall back on 
Gawnpore; tlie security of which station was essential 
to all future operations. 

That his views and combinations were clear and 
masterly will be seen hereafter. 

Although Brigadier Russell was in possession of 
the D Bungalows, he was exposed to such a fire of 
musketry from the surrounding buildings, extending 
from tbe point G to the mosque K, and along the 
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liM 

Stil liMM; 


looplioied wall KH, as also to tlie fire of a battery 
at tlie point M, contamirig an 18-poiiiider, tliat it 
was impossible even to walk about beyond the pro- 
tection of the thick mud walls of the enclosures. 

Sir Colin Cainpbeirs intention was not to be 
dependent upon the single tortuous sandy lane, by 
which he had advanced, for the withdrawal of the 
besieged garrison ; but, if possible, to command the 
point M entirely, and take them out by the metalled 
wide road NM, and thus to the Dil Khooshah bridge 
over the canal, protected by the detachment sent pre- 
viously into Banks’ House. 

The first object then was to silence the fire upon 
Brigadier Russell’s position. With this view, on 
the morning of the 18th, I was directed to recon- 
noitre, in company with the late Colonel Biddulph, 
the whole of the roads which formed a network 
among the villages lying between the barracks 
and the canal; with a view to discover whether 
guns could not be taken down in safety to Colonel 
Russell’s assistance. 

A road was soon found; a 9-poiinder and a 24- 
pounder howitzer, with four 5J-incli mortars, were 
at once got into position in D 2 enclosure (as shown 
in the plan), the mortars being placed behind the 
house itself to shell the neighbourhood. 
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These operations were entirely carried on hj hand: 
no mounted man could show without the certainty 
of a bullet. The iron 18-pounder was not above 
120 yards distant^ and to avoid giving notice to the 
enemy of our intentions by opening an embrasurej the 
muzzle of the 9-pouiider was cramilied through a hole 
that a shot liad just made. The riflemen declared 
tliey had not been able to load again. As we fired 
so did they. A cloud of dust is all I remember: 
Brigadier liusselh Captain Ogil vie^ and I were on 
our backs. Poor Russell had just been grazed on 
tlie back of the neck : the clods broken from the 
wall had knocked us over. Again and again we 
plied our gun with round shot, behind a charge of 
grape ; they never again fired, and finally withdrew 
their gun.* 

Lieutenant Burnett, of the Royal, Artillery, in 
the xneantime had got his mortars under weigh, and 
opened such a shower of shells upon our neighbours 
as soon greatly decreased the musketry fire, although 
not silencing it. 

On Brigadier Russell being /iors de comha% Colonel 
Biddulph, who hitherto had wandered about in a 

♦ To have stormed the batteiy and tal:exi the gnn would have 
been nseiessly sacrificing men’s lives. It was commanded by 
hundreds of riflemen. 
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shower of bullets^ as if they had no power over him, 
took command of the position, and organised a 
column to storm the hospital. As he was explaining 
his plans to Colonel Hale at the gate of D 3 enclo- 
sure, a bullet struck him dead; passing through his 
brain, but previously going through Hale’s hat.* 

Colonel Hale now took command. At 4 o’clock 
P.M., covered by a quick fire from the 24-pounder 
howitzer at the gate, and a flight of shells from the 
mortars, he led his column from D 3 enclosure into the 
gardens opposite, and so into the hospital ; which ‘was 
stormed and carried after a most stubborn resistance. 
Unfortunately the hospital was thatched^ and being 
commanded by the loopholed parapet round the 
mosque K, and the buildings along the road leading 
to the Imambaras, it was soon in a tremendous blaze. 
From the heat alone it was impossible to remain 
there ; Colonel Hale therefore formed up his men and 
withdrew them, in perfect order, to his original posi- 
tion, covered by the 24-pounder howitzer.! 

* Halo seemed to have a charmed life: around shot took Ms 
horse from between Ms legs j this bullet went throngh his hat, 
and a third just grazed Ms heels. 

f Lieutenant Harrington, Bengal Art., and another officer 
(whose name I regret I never knew) belonging to H. M/s Service, 
with a gunner of artillery and a drummer of infantry, did most 
gallant service. A man of the storming column had been wounded, 
and left in the garden for an hour and a half. The drummer 
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In tlie mean time an attack had keen made upon 
the barracks on the right ; encouraged no doubt by 
the retirement on the extreme left. It was q^uickly 
repulsed ; the picquets having been strengthened, 
and Captain Bemmington’s troop sent to their sup- 
port: which duty was carried out in a most dashing 
and gallant manner. 

On the morning of the IStli the whole of the vil- 
lages down to the canal bank were again carefully 
reconnoitred; and it was found that they contained a 
perfect network of roads: heavy, it is true, but suiEfi- 
ciently good for the transit even of heavy artillery. 
All thoughts, therefore, of withdrawing the garrison 
by the metalled road from the Secunder Bagh was 
abandoned, as it was evident that it would liave 
entailed not only the retaking of tlie liospitals, hut 
the Imambaras and tlie mosq^ue O, whicli were again 
commanded by tlie Artillery from the Kaiser Bagh. 
Orders were tberefore given to Colonel Hale simply 
to hold his present position ; which, by the indefati- 
gable industry of Captain Ogilvie, was entrenched so 
effectually, that it became a comparatively safe 
residence ; although the miisketry fir© was never 

stuck by him, and dashed into the picq.uet to report the fact. 
The little party above mentioned, under a Tery hot fire, rushed 
out, and brought in tlie wounded man. As they left the picquet 
a round shot struck the ground under their feet. 
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silenced. Here we remained Tiiitil tlie whole of tlie 
troops had been withdrawn from the city. 

One great advantage all must have felt was the 
clearness with which all orders were issued by Sir 
Colin, not only as to grand movements, bat in every 
detail. 

On grand occasions, a confidential memorandum 
having been prepared, commanding officers w'ere 
summoned, and each had the duty he had to per- 
form explained to him. 

General Mansfield’s Gentlemen, is there any- 
thing you do not understand?” was seldom responded 
to. Few ever took down "their parts” in writing. 

Nothing can better describe the withdrawal of the 
troops from Lucknow than Sir Colin Campbell’s 
despatch, as follows 

" During the next three days, the 20th, 21st, and 
22nd of November, I continued to hold the whole of 
the countiy from the Dil Khooshah to the gates of 
the Hesidency ; the left flank having been secured in 
the manner above mentioned, with the view to extri- 
cating the garrison without exposing it to the chance 
of even a stray musket-shot. 

"From the first, all the arrangements have been 
conducted towards this end. The whole of the force 
under my immediate command being one outlying 
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picqiiet^ every man remained on duty, and was con- 
stantly subject to annoyance from the enemy’s fire ; 
but such was tlie vigilance and intelligence of die 
force, and so heartily did all ranks co-operate to 
support me, that I was enabled to conduct tliis affair 
to a happy issue, in exactly the manner originally 
proposed. 

Upon the 20tli fire wms opened on the Kaiser 
Bagh,^ which gradually increased in importance 
until it assumed the character of regular 1) reaching 
and bombardment 

The Kaiser Bagh was breached in three places 
by Captain Peel, R.K, and I have been told that 
the enemy suffered much loss within its precincts. 
Having thus led the enemy to believe that an 
immediate assault was contemplated, orders were 
issued for the retreat of the garrison tlirougli the 
lines of our picquets at midnight on the 22ncl. 

^^The ladles and families, the wounded, the trea- 
sure, and such guns as were thought fit to take 
away; the ordnance stores, the grain still possessed 
by the Commissariat of the garrison; and the state 
prisoners had all been previously removed.t 

Garden of the CsBBaxs,' 

f Although cTerf precaution was taken, and every species of 
carriage available was idaced at the disposal of the ladies, it was 
indeed a sad sight to see the shifts many were put to. I went 


156 


EIGHT MONTHS’ CAMPAIGN. 


Sir James Outram tad received orders to burst 
tte guns which it was thought undesirable to take 
away; and he was finally directed silently to 
evacuate the Residency of Lucknow at the hour 
indicated. 

‘^^The dispositions to cover their retreat and to 
resist [the enemy should he attempt to pursue, were 
ably carried out by Brigadier the Hon. Adrian Hope ; 
but I am happy to say the enemy was completely 
deceived, and he did not attempt to follow. 

^^On the contrary, he began firing on our old 
positions many hours after we had left them.* The 
movement of retreat was admirably executed, and 
was a perfect lesson in such combinations. 

Each exterior line came gradually retiring 

through its supports, until at length nothing remained 

but the last line of infantry and guns, with which I 

once down to tlie Residency to see if I could assist any friend, and 
found Mrs. Fletcher Hayes, who had attempted to walk, seated on 
the steps of a house, with no means of getting on. Captain 
Ximenes, of H. M.’s 8th Regiment, an old friend, was with her. 
It was no time to hesitate; so, although terribly exhausted, she 
mounted my horse. Lieutenant Hunter, of the AxtiilQTy, shouldered 
the baby; and off we aU started. Before we brought her in safety to 
the Secunder Bagh many shot had flown past us, and nothing hut 
the extreme danger of stopping on the road could have carried her 
through. 

* Captain Waterman, I7th N. I., did not wake up when the 
rest of the garrison left the Residency, and in the morning found 
himself alone. His position was not an enviable one, but he* 
escaped unhurt. 
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was myself to crash the enemy if he had dared to 
follow lip the pieqiiets. The only line of retreat lay 
through a long and tortuous kne^ and all these pre- 
cautions were necessary to ensure the safely of the 
■force. ■ 

The extreme posts on the left, under Lieutenant- 
Colonel Hale, IL M.’s 82nd, Lieutenant-Colonel 
Hales, IL M.’s 23rd Foot, and Lieutenant-Colonel 
Ewart, H. M.’s 93rd Highlanders, made their way 
hy a road which had been explored for them ; after I 
considered that the time had arrived, with due regard 
to the secmuty of the whole, that their posts should 
be evacuated. 

^Mt was my endeavour that nothing should be left 
to chance, and the conduct of the officers in exactly 
carrying out tlieir instructions w^as beyond all praise. 
During all these operations, from the 16th instant, 
the remount of Brigadier Greathed’s brigade closed 
in the rear, and now again formed the rearguard 
as we retired to Dll Khoosliah; which was reached by 
the whole force by 4 a.m. on the 23rd instant.” 

Such were the operations by which, after a six 
months’ imprisonment so touchingly described by 
General Inglis, the garrison of Lucknow were 
withdrawn. But the feelings of the liberated 
wmi'e not wholly pleasurable. How many had left 
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within their late pi’ison-house the last remains of 
those most dear to them. Manj, many were the 
Rachels weeping for their children ” among that 
gallant hand. 

All had undergone the greatest hardships ; wanting 
even the commonest necessaries of life. Beef and 
bread they had^^ it is true^ and water ; hut none of the 
little comforts absolutely necessary in a warm climate, 
particularly for ladies and children. 

Wonderful indeed was it that so many had 
escaped. The most exposed buildings were com- 
pletely beaten to pieces with shot ; the upper rooms 
of the residency were uninhabitable, and the lower 
rooms were riddled through and through. So short 
a distance were the besiegers from the besieged, that 
the former used to reproach the few sepoys who, 
through good and bad report, remained faithful to 
us, with being traitors to their cause, country, and 
religion. 

Sir Henry Lawrence’s dying moments were devoted 
to impressing his views and plans upon those who 
would succeed him in his capacity as Chief Commis- 
sioner and Commander; above all, knowing the 
treachery of the native mind, he besought them, as he 
hadim;^ressed on General Wheeler, never to dream of 
coming to terms ; knowing full well what might be 
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expected as to tlie result. Proud indeed woald lie 
liavo felt could lie but have Imown that his wishes 
were so nobly and manfully fulfilled. 

The scene at the Dil Khoosbah park was 02ie of 
the utmost confusion conceivable. Everything was 
crowded into the smallest space ; notliing was settled 
for providing regularly for the wants of so many 
liiuidred ■women and children. It was therefore 
decided to start on tlie following morning for the 
Alumbagh, ahandoning the position at the Martiniere 
and Dil Khooshah, and organising the arrangements 
required on the large plain^ where we had encamped 
prior to entering Lucknow. 

The march was accomplished without incident. 
An officer was appointed to superintend tlie camp 
aiTangeineHts for tlie released ladies and children. 
Every mess was cheered by the presence of a certain 
number^ and each tried how much he could contri- 
bute to their coinfort and happiness* 

But the brightness which snrroimded tlie release 
of the Lucknow garrison was dimmed by an event 
which threw a gloom over the whole camp. 

It was well known that General Havelocbj^ worn 
out by his exertions and tlie exposure he had suffered, 
was much reduced by that terrible disease, so fatal 
in the East, dysentery ; but none imagined his end was, '. 
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SO near. Immediately on leaving tlie Residency lie 
had been persuaded to go to the Dil Khooshah, hoping 
that the change and comparative quiet might arrest 
the disease. 

On the morning of the 24th^ that good man and 
soldier, not more devoted to his country than to his 
God, breathed his last; his work on earth just com- 
pleted. He had seen the little band of liis country- 
ineii and country-women, for whom he had risked 
his life and his army, rescued from the fangs of a 
bloodthirsty enemy; who, too great cowards to rush 
upon their prey, only waited for the moment when 
famine would drive them to surrender. If anything 
on earth Avas necessary to comfort his departing 
spirit, the fulfilment of his most ardent hopes as to 
their relief must have soothed his last moments. 

On the morning of the 26th November, his 
earthly remains, covered by the flag he had so nobly 
served, were deposited in a grave in the Alumbagh ; 
followed by a large number of his brother officers, 
among whom were his son and Sir Colin Campbell. 
Though not actually dying on the field of battle, his 
was truly a soldier’s death. No one who knew 
General Havelock as a Christian, could doubt, as his 
body was returning to the earth from whence it 
came, but that his would be a joyful resurrection, to 



G-KHEKAL OUTRAM AT' THE AL'UMBAGIL , 161 


inherit the promises made hy Ms Heavenly Father 
from the foiindation of the woidd. 

Tlie whole of tlie 25tlx and 26t}i were spent in 
reorganising tlie force and getting the camp eqnipage 
out of the Alumhagh* 

In the meantime, it was determined to leave 
General Outrain, wlio was also Chief Commissioner 
in Oiide, with his brigade, at and around the Alum- 
bagli, with a detachment some ten miles in his rear, 
in an entrenched position, holding the Bunneebridge; 
tlius showing that it was not intended entirely to 
abandon Oude, The presence of this force, amount- 
ing to about 3,000 men, with eighteen guns, would 
hold the city in clieck, and prevent any advance on 
Cawnpore from that direction. 

On the morning of the 27th, leaving these de- 
taclimeiits in his rear. Sir Colin Campbell, bampered 
as no army ever was before, with a train extend- 
ing along, at least, ten miles of road, three deep, 
started for Cawnpore, to see what mischief was 
brewing in that direction. 
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CHAPTER XII. 


DEEBAT OE THE GWALIOB CONTINGENT. 


It will bo remembered that tbe cliief difficulty wliich, 
as a General, Sir Colin Campbell bad to overcome in 
planning bis advance on Lucknow was, liow in tbe 
interim to dispose of tbe Gwalior Contingent ; wbicb 
on tbe banks of tbe Jumna at Ealpee, threatened 
the security of Cawnpore. 

At tbe Alumbagb, that low tremulous sound, or 
rather vibration of the atmosphere, which, even at 
a distance of forty miles, to tbe practised ear denotes 
beivy firing, was plainly distinguishable. 

No communication had been held with Cawnpore 
during the last week, but none doubted what was 
really the meaning of the sounds we heard ; though 

few anticipated the disastrous scenes we were again 
about to enter upon. 

The rear guard of Sir Colin’s force, which left the 
Alumbagb at midday on the crawled along the 

road, following its immense amount of imioediment. 


, SIR COLIH’S' ADVANCE, OH CAWHPORE. /ISSv' 

and did not arrive ai tbe Bunnee bridge, wliere tlie 
camp was pitched, nntil niidniglit 

Thu firing, so faintly heard at the Alimbagh, was 
distinct at Ikinnee. Orders were therefore issued for 
m advance on Cawnpore, a distance of thirty miles, 
on, the following morning. 

At sunrise, after threading our wmy with difficulty 
through tlie chaos of carts and baggage which en- 
circled the camp like a mighty barricade, the columns 
were formed upon tlie road ; they liad not jirocceded 
far, wlien the firing again commenced at Cawnpore, 
and continued nearly the whole of the day* 

ITp to 12 o’clock no intelligance was received as 
to wliat was actually going on; but, to quote Sir 
Colin’s own words, shortly afterwards, I received 
two or three notes in succession. 1st That Cawn- 
pore had been attacked* 2nd. That General Wind- 
ham was hard pressed. 3rd. That he had hmi 
obliged to fall back upon his entrenchment^’ 

Three salvoes were fired at about 2 from 
the battery, to intimate our approach; but it ft 
doubtful whether they were ever heard, or if h^rd, 
understood. 

It was not until the force arrived near the banks 
of tlie Ganges, on the evening of the 28tli November, 
that the true state of affairs became known. Not 

■ M 2' ■ ■ ■ 
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only* tad General Windham retired upon his 
entrenchment, leaving the whole of his camp and 
baggage in the hands of the enemy, but the whole 
station and city, to within 200 yards of the field 
works, were also in possession of the enemy. 

Sir Colin Campbell, with a few of his staff, crossed 
the bridge of boats at once- He was met by an 
officer, in a dreadful state of excitement, inquiring 
Where Sir Colin was to be found. That they 
were at their last gasp,” &c. 

Things were certainly disastrous enough. Bri- 
gadier Carthew, that evening, withdrew from the 
church, theatre, and assembly rooms; all highly 
defensible posts: in the latter was stacked the whole 
of the baggage and camp equipage of General 
Havelock’s force, left there when he crossed the 
Ganges into Oude; while in the enclosure around 
the assembly rooms, were pitched all the tents 
intended for the sick, wounded, and ladies of the 
relieved garrison.* 

il Once in the hands of the enemy their doom was 
sealed, and the flames, which during the night rose 
? triumphantly to the skies, told of the havoc which 
was carrying on. 

* The poor ladies were indeed to be pitied: only just withdrawn 
from one scene of desolation they were again plunged into a 
second of great danger. 
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The few liuildmgs whicli^ on the first recapture of 
Cawnpore hy General Havelock, had been saved, 
were now destroyed, while a heavy fire was kept up 
upon the entrenelxments from ordnance of every 
description, and musketry. 

During the niglit, Sir Colin Campbell had made 
till his aiTangements for the morrow; but it is as well 
to consider what would have been the state of the 
country had he allowed his better judgment to Jiave 
been overruled, and remained, witli the greater part 
of his army, in Lucknow, 

No idea can be formed of the disastrous conse- 
([ueiices which would have ensued ; in a short time 
the bridge across the Ganges, if not in the hands of 
the enemy, would have been under fire from any 
amount of giins that they might choose to bring upon 
it ; perhaps totally destroyed. The army of Lucknow, 
burdened with its frightful train, would have been 
not only isolated from Cawnpore, but from the whole 
of India proper,” and placed in the awkward predi- 
cament of being between two enemies, the Gwalior 
Contingent and the rebel army in Lucknow : and in 
a countxy, too, where every village was a foi'tified 
enemy’s position, and no supplies were procurable. 

This was exactly the state of affairs Sir Colin 
foiTsaw, and therefore hastened as much as possible 
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tlie withdrawal of the Lucknow garrison and his 
I'eturn to Cawnpore. 

On the morning of the 29 th IfoYemher/he per- 
formed one of the most difScult of military operations, 
crossing a wide river in the face of an enemy 
thoronghly equipped with artillery. Providence, 
whose mercifnl hand has been so wonderfully extended 
over ns during this critical year, alone prevented 
their having brought, during the 28th, their heavy 
artillery to command the bridge of boats and the 
road on the opposite hank approaching it. 

Knowing that Sir Colin was on his return to 
Cawnpore, their not doing so was a mystery, only 
to he solved by the belief that, although for His 
inscrutahle purposes the Almighty had allowed the 
scourge to pass over the land, yet He who had 
placed a hound to the ocean, had, in like manner, 
limited the succesvses of the enemy : the decree had 
gone forth, So far slialt thou go and no farther.” 

Early on the morning of the 29th, Captain Peel’s 
heavy guns, with those attached to the Royal Artil- 
lery, were formed on the left hank of the Ganges, to 
cover the crossing of the troops, and prevent any 
attempt being made by tbe enemy to bring guns 
to the river side to command the bridge. 

Bri^^dier Hope’s Brigade, with Captain Rem- 
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luington’s Troop of Horse Artillery, No. 17 Bat- 
tery, and some squadrons of dragoons, were tlie 
first to cross at 8 o’clock ; being sainted as we passed 
the entreiicliment by grape, fired liigli, fbrtnnately, 
and doing little damage. The orders of the 
Oominander-In»Cliief were to take np an entirely 
defensive positicin on the plain near the dragoon 
barracks, extending towards the Allahabad I'oad; 
thus preventing the possibility of any furtlier advance 
of the enemy upon the eastern portion of the station 
and covering our communications towards Calcutta, 
whence our reinforcements were daily arriving* 
This movement was successfully carried lOut ; the 
advance being also covered by the guns in the Fort 
Picquets were pushed forward to witliiu musket-range 
of tlm canal, occupying some rrhied houses in our 
''‘■'Ollt 

Tlie enemy in tlie mean time had brought some 
light guns into tlie suburbs of the city near the canal, 
which commanded the dragoon barracks; these 
formed good traverses for the protection of the 
troops, and little damage was done. 

On the eveaing of the 29th, the artillery parks, 
the wmanded and sick, and the families, commenced 
to cross the river; an operation which continued until 
6 o’clock on the evening of the following day. The 
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enemy dnilog tie 30* lied attempted to Iring gvms 
to leaf npon the Ividge, as also te desttoy it by fire- 

rafts, &c., but without effect. 

On the 3rd December, the whole of the wounded, 
with the ladies, started for Allahabad. During the 
5th and 6th, the field hospital was established m t le 

Doot Artillery Barracks; and the Artillery park on 

the groundin the rear of the Foot Artillery Hospital. 

Dnring these six days we had been chafing an 
fretting at the proximity of the enemy, and the shot he 
kept continually bowling into the camp. Hea\y gun 
batteries had been prepared to command the several 
canal bridges, and every precaution taken to secure 
the safety of our position. The plcquets of the two 
armies were along the banks of the canal, extending 
from the new serai (K N) up to the Grand Trun 
Boad. Our main plcanet being on the Trunc oac , 
near the racecourse, the next at Salvador House. ^ ^ 
At some points the rival picquete were not 120 

near yards distant from each other. 

On the night of the 5th, an attack was made upon 
om: left picquett, ffHch, efler too loam cmmoeatog, 

was repulsed. 

. th. rf" “ ‘r.;,'rSd» 

were now. in aU probability, m arms against us. 
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The CoiiimaiideiMii-Ohief was now in a very 
diflfereiit position from that in which hefbnnd himself 
on arriving at Oawnpore. Disagreeable as was the 
delay, to use his own words, it was precisely one of 
those cases in which no risk must be run. So far 
he had played his game on tlie defensive, now, it was 
Ills innings; and the lion which for six days had been 
fretfully pacing his narrow den, gathered up for a 
vigorous attack. 

On the jnorning of the 6 th, Sir Colin explained 
his A'iews to commanding officers, as usual, from a 
inemorandiiin before prepared, with a clearness none 
coxild mistake. The camp ^vas struck at sunrise and 
sent to the re^r, and all prepared for what my 
worthy friend the doctor” par excellence used to 
term “ a ruhbing liands day.”* The despatches tell 
the best tale of the flglit : — 

Tlie enemy’s left occupied the old cantonment 
from which General Windham’s post had been prin- 
cipally assailed ; his centre was in the city of 
Cawnpore, and lined the houses oveiffianging the 
canal.' 

^fllis right stretched some way beyond the angle 

* Explanation seems necessary. The above quaint term arose 
from iiumTbers of our friends rublsing their hands with delight at 
'the first sound of a brush. 
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formed by the Grand Ti'nnk Road and the canah 
two miles in rear of which the camp of the Gwalior 
Contingent was pitched, and so covered the Calpee 
road, the line of retreat of that body. In shorj, the 
canal, along wdiicli w^ere placed his centre and right, 
was the main feature of his position, and could only 
be passed in the latter direction by two bridges. 

appeared to me, that if his right was vigoronsly 
attacked, it would be driven from its position with- 
out assistance coming from other parts of the line. 
The walls of the town, which gave cover to attack- 
ing columns on our right, being an eSective obstacle 
to the movement of any part of his troops from his 
left to right. 

Thus the possibility became apparent of attack- 
ing his division in detail. 

From intelligence received before and after the 
action, there seems to be little doubt that, in conse- 
quence of the arrival of four regiments from Oude, 
and the gathering of various mutinous regiments 
which had suffered in previous actions, as well as 
the assemblage of all the Nana’s followers, the 
strength of the enemy now amounted to 25,000 men ; 
with all the guns belonging to the G walior Contingent, 
some thirty-six in number, together with a few guns 
belonging to the Nana. 
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Orders were given to General Windham on tlie 
morning of the 6tli> to open a heavy Tbombardment at 
9 A. M. from the entrenchment in the old cantonment, 
and so induce the belief that the attack was coming 
from the Generars position. 

‘Mb'igadier Greathed, reinforced by the 64th 
liegiment,* was directed to hold the same groimd 
opposite the centre of the enemy, which he had 
been occiipying for some days past ; and at 
11 A* M. the rest of the forces as belo^v.,t 
was drawn up in contiguous columns in rear of 
our old cavalry lines, and effectually masked from 
the observation of the enemy. The cannonade 
from the entrencliments having become slack at 
this time, tlie moment had arrived for the attack 
to commence. 

^ Bngddh'r CheatheiVs Brigade* — -H. 8tli Toot, 64tli Foot> 

Slid Punjsmo infantry. 

f Artilkry Brigade. ^2 Troops Horse ArtllJery, a liglit field 
batt(.‘ries, guns of Naval Brigade, heavy Md battery, Koyal 
Artillery, 

Camkg Brigade. — H. M.^s 9tli Liincers, detachments 1st, 2nd, 
and 5th Funjaub (Cavalry and Ilodson’s Horse. 

Ath Infantry Brigade. — H. M.’s 53rd Eegiment, H. M-'s 42nd 
and i)3rd Highlanders, 4th Puniauh Bifles. 

mh Infantry Brigade* — H- M.’s 23rd Fusiliers, H. M7s 32nd 
Eegiment, H. M.’s 82nd Eegiment 

%th Infantry Brigade.-^2n^ and 3rd battalions Eifle Brigade, 
detachment H. M.’s 38th Foot 

Engineer Brigade. — Eoyal Engineers and Detachments Bengal 
and Punjaub Engineers, Sapi>ers and Miners attached to the 
various brigades of infantry. 


i 
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^^Tlie cavalry and horse artillery were sent to 
make a detour on tlie left and cross the canal by a 
bridge a mile and a half np, and threaten the enemy’s 
rear. 

The infantry deployed in parallel lines facing the 
canal. , 

Brigadier Hope’s Brigade was in advance in oiir 
line. Brigadier Inglis’. Brigade being in rear of 
Brigadier Hope, At the same time Brigadier 
Walpole, assisted by Captain Smith’s Field Batteiy, 
Royal Artillery, was directed to pass the bridge 
immediately on the left of Brigadier Greathed’s 
position, and to drive tlie enemy from the brick-kilns, 
keeping the walls of the city for his guide. 

The whole attack then proceeded; the enemy 
quickly responded from his proper right to the fire 
of our heavy and light artillery. 

^^The Sikhs of the 4th Punjaub Infantry, thrown 
into skirmishing order, supported by H. M.’s 53rd, 
attacked the enemy in some old mounds and hxdck- 
kilns to our left with great vigour. 

The advance then continued with rapidity along 
the whole line, and I had the satisfaction of observ- 
ing, in the distance. Brigadier Walpole was making 
equal progress in the right. 

^‘The canal bridge was quickly passed, Oaptam 
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Peel leading over it with a heavy gun, accompanied 
hy a soldier of IL IM.’s 53rd, named Hannaford. 

^^ The troops which had gathered together resum- 
ing their line of formation with great rapidity on 
either side as soon as it was crossed, and continuing 
to drive the enemy at all points; his camp being 
reacdied and taken at 1 o’clock r.M*, and his rout 
complete along the Grand Trunk Road. 

I must here draw attention to the manner in whieti 
the Iieavy 24-pounders were impelled and managed 
by Captain Peel and his gallant sailors. 

Through the extraordinary energy and good-will 
with which the latter have worked, their guns have 
been constantly in advance tliroughout our late ope- 
rations, from the relief of Lucknow till now, as if they 
were liglit field-pieces, and the service rendered by 
them in clearing our front has been incalculable. 

^K)ii this occasion there was the sight beheld of 
24-pounder guns advancing with the first line of 
skirmishers. 

Without losing any time, the pursuit was pressed 
with the greatest eagerness to the 14th milestone on 
the Calpee road ; and I have reason to believe that 
every gun and cart of ammunition which had been in 
that part of the enemy’s position which had been 
attacked, now fell into our possession,” 
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On passing the camp of the enemy. Sir Colin 
Campbell directed General Mansfield to attack the 
enemy’s position on the left, at the Snbadar’s Tank* 
This was also carried, after a stout resistance; but 
the main body of the enemy’s artillery in that position 
had made off towards Bithoor. 

Such was the defeat of the Gwalior Contingent ; 
16 gims, 350 cartloads of ammunition, the whole of 
their immense stores of grain, tents, huilocks, in fact 
everything they possessed, fell into our hands. Taken 
by surprise as to the point of attack, the rout and 
pursuit was the most complete thing imaginable; 
except in one respect. The cavalry, who had heen 
directed with the Horse Artillery to threaten the 
right flank of the enemy, were taken by the guides 
a wrong road, and did not come up until the pur- 
suit had b^en carried on some distance on the Calpee 
road. 

Had they heen present when the camp was stormed, 
an immense number of the enemy, who scattered all 
over the plain, might have heen cut up. As it was, 
the pursuit was indeed a glorious termination to our 
day’s work. 

I can give no better idea of the orders I received 
than in the words of the adjutant of the Horse 
Artillery, Lieutenant Bunny; whose unbounded 
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spirits inider the most depressing circumstances were 
so enviable* 

After nbont half an hour’s heavy firing and cross- 
ing tlit^ (*anah I met him coming back for me at Ml 
galh»p. All lie said was^ ^^ Come along, they are 
bolting ]\kit the devi!*” Away we went along the 
Trunk Road at a gallop; Peter Sconse^ as was his 
wont when sliot were flying about, yelling with 
d(‘!ight* The infantiy made ^yay for us, and a mile 
and a half ahead we came upon the enemy’s camp, 
and at 400 yards poured round shot into the flying 
masses before us* to grape distance,” was 

Major Turner’s order ; we limbered up, and from 
a distance of not more than 200 yards poured a 
sliower of grapi^. into their position* The men were 
yelling with delight; tliey actually stood upon the 
giiii-car.ria.gc?s as we advanced ; tlie drivers clieered, 
and, such, a scene of ex.eitement was: never known* , 

At the enemy’s camp, Sir Colin himself came into 
the battery and ga\x‘ orders for the pursuit* Hur- 
ndi! hurrah! we are on their track: gun after gun 
is passed and spiked, cartloads of ammunition lay 
strewed along the road; Pandies are bolting in all 
directions. Por two miles without a check, the 
pursuit was carried on by the battery alone, accom- 
panied by Sir Hope Grant and his Staff. Four 
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times in tliat distance did we come into action, to 
clear our front and flanks ; until General Grant, 
thinking wisely that we were too far from our sup- 
ports, determined to wait until the cavalry arrived. 
A halt was called; not until it was required, for the 
horses, though in the condition of racers, had felt 
the pace. A small cloud coming nearer and nearer 
is seen on the left. The head of the cavalry column 
debouches from a grove. The order for a further 
pursuit is given. The cavalry spread like lightnuig 
over the plain, in skirmishing order. Sir Colin takes 
the lead. The pursuit is continued to the 14th mile- 
stone; assuming all the character of a fox-hunt. 
Strange to say, not many miles beyond the enemy’s 
camp, a fox broke right in front of the column ; and a 
view halloa told Reynard that the heavy crops would 
be Ms safest refuge. 

At the 14tli milestone, on the hanks of the Pandoo 
River, the pursuit ceased, not a trace either of an 
enemy, or a cart of any kind being in sight. The 
column returned to the enemy’s position on the junc- 
tion of the Calpee and Oawnpore roads, to bivouac 
for the night ; arrangements being made for collect- 
ing the spoils of the enemy. 

When it is known that on this day only one 
week’s supplies were in our camp, and that while the 
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(nvallor Contingent held the city and surrounding 
country, no more were procurable, it will be seen 
how important was the result of our victorjL Thou- 
sands ol’ fine bullocks fell into our hands, A reward 
of thrive ruj>ecs a head was o&red those wild might 
bring tliem in; the eonseqiience was a series of the 
most absurd scenes. At the tail of each gun and 
wjiggon were tied three or four pairs of bullocks, 
while on each side of the road might be seen parties 
of Lanc:;ers driving Imiidreds before them ; and here 
and there a sturdy gunner, mounted in triumph on 
a rampant bull, which was led by^ a couple of his 
comrades, , . 

On tlie morning of the 7th of December, a column 
was f’ormed, under (knieral Hope Grant, to follow up 
tli(‘ portion of the enemy who had escaped towards 
Ibtlioor and Futtelighur. 

Afk‘r a. forced march of twenty-five miles, the 
column {‘ame upon the enemy as they were endea- 
vouring to cross their guns at Serai Ghat, over the 
Ganges. General Grant’s force consisted of Captain 
Middleton’s Field Battery, Captain Remmington’s. 
Troop Horse Artillery, the 4th Brigade of Infantry,, 
2,054 strong, and 551 Cavalry; 100 sappers also 
accompanied the force. After reconnoitring the 
enemy. General Grant brought up his artillery^ 
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wliicli soon silenced the enemy’s guns; the whole of 
wdiichj fifteen in niimlber, with an equal number of 
ammunition waggons^ fell into his hands, and a 
considerable quantity of ammunition. The wiiole 
of the captured guns, &C.5 w-ere sent into Cawnpore. 
General Grant returned at the same time, leaving 
Brigadier Hope in command of the column ; which 
fell back on Bithooi', the residence of the accursed 
Haiia. Here an immense deal of treasure, the pro- 
perty of his adopted father, was found in a well. 

Thus ended all military operations for the present. 
On the morning of the 12th, the canip was shifted 
to Nawabgiinge, the old Civil Station. On the 18 th, 
a force consisting of troops as below started under 
Brigadier Walpole, to restore confidence and British 
rule among the provinces bordering on the left, 
banks of the Jumna. 

^ No. 17 Battery, Captain Blunt’s Troop Horse Artillery, two 
battalions of KiHe Brigade, one regiment of H. M.’s Infantry, one 
company Sappers. 


J 
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CONCLUDING CHAPTER. 

The eoloiiiH tluis ibrmed left Cawnpore at about ID 
A.M. of the 18th December, on quite a holiday 
excurifion. With the exception of a few sepoys, who 
were caught and limig in the villages, the whole 

For years, in fact, never had they seen so large a 
force of lhir<.)poan troops. Tliough often molested 
by the cavalr}' of the Nana, tliey did not seem to haA-e 
sufletvd any great amount of damage to their towns 
a 1 n I \ i\ 1 ag< ‘s. A 1 1 he second inareli at Akbarpore Ave 
svere infoj'med that they had been Avell able to defend 
tluan^LTS uikI tlieir property. . 

Sporting in all its branches took the place of 
fighting: it was realh' a blessing to be beyond the 
reach (>£ round shot and gnusketry, and to enjoy 
lieaA'en’s fresh air in peace and quietness. In the 
morning we marched oS" A\ith omvbands all playing, 
and in the evenings lounged about the camp, listening 
to the last ncAAv opera airs jiist out from home. 

N 2 
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Nothing particular occurred until the 29 th Decern- 
her^ when the column inarched into the Civil Station 
of Etawah, which had been plundered early in 
the mutiny^ like all other small stations unprotected 
by European troops. It was a wreck: the church, 
court-houses, and private residences, were in ruins. 

A force of the enemy had only left the night be- 
fore ; hut a few desperadoes were still hemmed into a 
walled enclosure : they had, indeed, selected a strong- 
hold nnder one of the bastions wdiich flanked each 
corner. For three hours they kept the whole brigade 
at bay, wounding several men with their muskets* 
Their position might have been stormed, hut only 
with the loss of sevei'al men. We tried every expe- 
dient to dislodge them— hand-grenades, burning 
straw, &c.— but with no avail; at last nothing was 
left but to blow in the whole hastion. For this pur- 
pose, with Scatchley, of the Engineers, I made a 
mine in the roof, from a nnmhcr of my gun car- 
tridges; its explosion was most successful : it buried 
our friends below. About twenty were taken out of 
the ruins, wdth unfortunately two or tlnree women and 
children. A number of men implicated in the mutiny 
were caught and hung. Every confidence was 
shown on the part of the Nawab (who from the first 
had been well affected) as to his being able to hold 
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liis own against any straggling bodies of the enemy, 
now tlnit their main force and guns had been driTeii 
from the station. Our letters, which for weeks had 
not been received, had been bare concealed by the 
Former nuti\'e pastinaster, and brought into camp 
hidden nnchu’ the i>aeksaddles of some donkeys# 

Not tile h*ust dangerous trade during the mutiny 
wa.^ carrving letters i‘or tlm British Government or 
private individuals. Fabulous prices were paid for 
tile transmission of a note. All sorts of schemes 
were devised ; l)ut many poor fellows paid the 
penalty. One man who fell into the hands of the 
.Kami liad liis hands and nose.; cut ofi^ and was sent 
back to our camp. 

At fhawaili wt.' were within the clutches of the 
Agra Govinaiment, who apparently were in as anxious 
a state tts wlum we left tlicm on the 14 th of Octol>er.^' 

IVnanjitorv orders were received by Brigadier 
W'aipole iVom the Chief Commissioner to leave the 
greater portitm of his force at Etawah. Fortunately 

* A Cossid cjinie into camp with a note from - — a high fiinc- 
ti(niary at Agra, saying, “that they were without information; 
that they had heard of dire disasters at Cawnpore, and if the 
British rule was gone, &c.: in fact, any information was better 
than nothing,” The (h>ssid, with his tongue in his cheek, added, 
“But mind, tiie Baliib told me if affairs were not so bad not 
to show the note, as they would be SO latighed aV ■ He guessed 
wisely: they were well laughed at. 
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lie \tas acting under direct orders from the Goin- 
mander-in-Ghiefj which were paramount. 

On the 20th January we inarclied into Mynpoory, 
which Brigadier Seaton’s column had only left a few 
days previous. Here orders awaited us to join the 
Head-Quarters Camp without delay^ which was en 
route to Futtehghur. On the 3rd January Sir Golin 
Camphell defeated the enemy with great slaughter, 
eaptnrihg twelve guns : they had attempted to 
arrest his advance into Futtehghur. The K*awab of 
Futtehghur, after Blowing up his own palace (why, it 
is not knowm), escaped across the Ganges into Oude. 
By the side of the house was a gallows : the use it 
had been put to was hut too well known. 

On the 3rd we marched from Mjrnpooi'y to Be war, 
where we found Bingadier Seaton’s column encamped. 

On the following morning both columns marched 
to Futtehghur, where Sir Golin Campbell had arrived 
the previous day. 

It was I'eported that the chief instigator of all the 
cruelties of Futtehghur, Nazir Ali Khan, ^vas still 
in the city ; which was threatened with immediate 
bombardment, should he not be delivered up. On 
the morning of the 4th he was brought into camp. A 
more horrible specimen of a licentious Mussulman 
never was seen. He wms surrounded, and with 
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<lifliculfy saved from the chitchas of the sailors, who 
u uuld laive robbed the gallows of their due. 

Hli’aagt' was ihc. infatuation of the Fiittelighur 
uuitiniaa’s: they must have fancied that the British 
power was finally crushed. The invaluable stock of 
lijnbia* b<h>ng!ng to tlio Ciii a Carriage Agency was 
unltMiched, as wt*re. tlie stares of clothing for the 
uniiy. 

Guns were mounted at the Agency House to 
coniiiiaiid tlie passage of the river; yet the fort 
itself was not defended for a moment, but was 
evacuated even before vSIr Ooliii had marched into 
the station. 

The houses and chureh were here also xxtterly a 
wrvelv, tiu; raeki't“<*otirt alone 'was standing. The 
toini>ston4‘S in tin* burial-groimd had not been spared, 
and all lu*spoki‘ the havoc wliich had been com- 
niitti'd u[)on all tluit boi%» the inark of an English- 
man up<,>n it. 

Two dear friends^ with their families, had here 
mot their end. Major llobertson, xvounded, laid 
escapvd across the river ; but he subsequently died 
at the residence of a rich native who held his own in 
Glide, siding with the British Government. His 
wife and baby 'were drowned by his side, as was 
also his cousin. The Rev. Frederick Fisher was. 
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witli Ills wife, also drowned in tlie river. These 
ladies had all trusted to the stream sooner than to 
the mercies of the sepoys. " 

My narrative has now come to a close. Sir Goliu 
Camphell having determined to collect his troops 
at Cawnpore, to return to Lucknow for the com- 
plete subjugation of Oude, directed all officers not 
directly belonging to troops in the field to join 
their appointments, as a long delay nmst occur 
ere hostilities would he recommenced. 

It was with conflicting feelings that on the 13th 
January I most unexpectedly received orders to 
join a troop of Horse Artillery at Lahore, It 
would he folly to deny that the thought of again 
seeing those dear ones from whom I had been so 
many months separated were not most delightful; 
but it was not without deep pain that I parted 
with my comrades, with whom eight such eventful 
months had been spent, and to whose consideration 
and kindness I was so deeply indebted. But among 
all the good friends I left, old No. 17 claimed a first 
place in my heart ; and whatever may he my lot, I 
can never forget the gallantry of those good officers 
and soldiers who, rnider every circmnstance, 'whether 
of hardship or victory, conducted themselves in a 
manner that to my dying day will make me feel 
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proud of my command during the eTcntfial year 
of 1857. 

On the following morning, the 14th, a convoy left 
Futtelighur for Allyghur, and to its tender mercies I 
(‘utrusted my lioi’ses and other property; but as I was 
to go, tlu» (|uitian’ I got over the gronnd the better, 
i mounted the mail cart at Bewar after a thirty mile 
rid(s and on tlu^ 18tli found myself at Simla, sur- 
roimJed by the now happy faces of my wife and 
cl licks. ■ 

One word more. If I felt gratitude towards my 
friends, and those witli whom I had been so long 
associated, can I forget to return thanks to the 
Almiglih', who, tlirougli sucli dangers, had sur- 
roundt‘(l us with mercies, and who had not suffered 
ns to fall into the lumds of tlie enemy. 


Since tlm til)o\'e was written I have been favoured 
with the ibliowing detailed account of the mutiny 
at Cawnpore, written by one who had access to the 
best sources of information. It will form an appro- 
priate conclusion to this 'Volume. ^ 
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THE MUTINY AT OAWNPORE. 

It is proposed in tlie following narrative to give a 
complete but snccinct account of tlie occurrences 
comiected witli tlie mutiny of tlie native regiments 
at Cawnporoj and the disastrous consequences tliat 
ensued to tlie European inhabitants of the station. 

It will not be an object to account in any way for 
the origin of the mutiny;, or to investigate the 
causes that prompted native troopS;, on whom every 
reliance had been placed, to raise so formidable a 
rebellion. 

Neither will it, perhaps, be desirable to enter into 
a detailed account of cases of individual suffering, 
a record of wliicli may be placed more appropriately 
in an appendix to the narrative; where also may be 
found the records of survivors and others from 
which the information now furnished is gathered. 

It is necessary^ however, to describe the position 
of the rebel, who, if he did not from the first foster 
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tlic mutinjj soon placed himself at the Iiead^ and 
^hy his iutelligence and importance gave a plan and 
system to flu* revolt. 

Kimn Dlioondou Punt was the adopted son of Bjyee 
Rao, {‘x-Pt?shwa of Poonah, a pensioner of the British 
Go verinnent, wIkj died in December^ 

llie |K‘nsion of tlie ex-Peslnva^ amounting to eight 
lakhs of rupees per ainiiim, was not continued to the 
Xaiia, and this appears to have been his principal, if 
not sole grievance ; tliough he invariably niaiiitained 
friendly relations witli the' Eiiropeaii residents, and, 
indeed, on many occasions treated them %?ith appa- 
rent cordial liospitality. 

Ills residence was at Bithoor, situated ten miles 
west oi‘ (aiwnjHjre, where he owned an estate 
h*i‘t him by his patron, the ex-Peshwa. He was 
allowed a retimie of oOO infantry and cavalry, with 
thrt‘e guns of small calibre; these troops being, 
of c<ntrse, entirely independent of European autho- 
rity. 

Cawnpore, tlic head-quarters of a division of the 
army, is a large station ‘some five miles in length, 
situated on the right bank of the Ganges; and 
though it was formerly occupied by a strong force 
of Europeans, tlie number of these had lately been 
reduced. 
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At the time of the revolt, the European force, 
including the reinforcements they received, con- 
sisted of 

Artillery, 1 CO., 59 men and 6 guns. 

Infantry, 60 men of H. M.’s 84th. 

Infantry, 30 men of H. H.’s 32nd, invalids and sick. 

Infantry, 15 men of 1st Madras Eusiliers. 

The native troops consisted of two regiments of 
Light Cavalry, the 1st, 53rd, and 56th Regiments of 
Infantry, and the Golmidauze or native giiimers 
attached to the battery. 

General Sir Hugh Wheeler commanded the divi- 
sion, and a list of his staff and other ofScers will be 
found elsewhere. 

There was a large number of Europeans resident 
in cantonments; many of whom were individuals 
connected with the civil, railway, canal, and other 
departments; there were also nearly the whole of 
the soldiers’ wives of H. M.’s 32Bd Regiment, wliich 
was stationed at Lucknow. The whole number of tlie 
European population, therefore, in Gawnipore, men, 
wmmen, and children, could not have amounted to 
less than 750 souls. 

News of the outbreak at Meerut and Delhi reached 
Cawnpore on the 14th of May ; and though the mis- 
trust prevailing more or less throughout the Bengal 
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l^residency was felt at Cawnpore — iwore especially 
with reference to the cavalry and the 1st Regi- 
jnent N. L, who had hcen cantoned together for one 
year, uiid whose seditious feelings had been pretty 
f openly expressed — no precautionary measures were 

Hdopt(‘<l, cxcei)t that the Artillery was moved up to 
the EurojH‘an barracks: ami this movement was 
caused by a supposed incendiary fire, which occurred 
^ in the lines of the 1st Regiment N. L, on the night 

of tlie Ifith of May. 

The ladies and mercliants also about this time 
sought refuge in the harracks. A company of H. M7s 
32nd Regiment arrived from Lucknow, and officers 
' of all cor]>s were ordered to sleep in the lines of 

tlu*ir regiments. Further cause of alarm was given 
■ by rinnonrs having been circulated in the city tliat 

objectionable, cartridges were to be served out on the 
23rd of hlay, and that the Artillery were to act 
against all who refused tliem. A good deal of excite- 
ment prevailed, and on the 24th of May, the Queen^s 
birtliday, it was not coiisidei*ed advisable to fire tlie 
usual salute. ■ 

The Nana had offered to protect the treasury in 
case of an outbreak ; and on the 26th of May, at the 
request of the collector, he brought two guns and 
200 Nujeebs (armed retainers), and placed them on 
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guard on the Treasury, which was also guarded by a 
company of the 53rd K L 

The 2nd Eegiment Oude Cavalry, under the com- 
mand of Lieutenant Barber, 30th N. I., marched into 
cantonments, and furnished patrols, together with a 
picquet of the 2nd Cavalry* 

A few days after their arrival, the Oude Irregulars 
were inspected, and were accordingly marched out 
towards Futtehghur. Captain Hayes, 62nd N. L, 
Military Secretary to Sir H. Lawrence, Commander 
of Oude, and Captain Cary, I7th I., accompanying 
them ; and they were followed, a day or two later, by 
Lieutenant Ashe, wdth a half battery of the Oude 
Horse Artillery." 

A few marched from the station ; but the cavalry 
regiment mutinied, and succeeded in mu3:derhig all 
the officers who were with them. Some Sikhs in tlie 
regiment, however, returned towards Cawnpore, 
and met and brought back Lieutenant Ashe and the 
guns. General Wheeler dismissed the Sikhs, and 
commenced intrenching the barracks of the depot of 
H. M.’s 32nd; to which all the Europeans at the 
station were ordered to repair. 

On the 2nd of June the first reinforcements arrived, 
consisting of two companies of H. M.^s 84th and fifteen 
men of the Madras Fusiliers. One company of the 
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ibnner^ with the coinpany of H. M.’s32nd,%vhichliad 
arrivt'd a few days before/ were sent on to Lucknow. 

On tlie 4th of June provisions for a niontli had 
been ston'd, and one lakh of rupees was removed 
within th(‘ introndiments; but nine lakhs stilh-emamed 
in the Lrt'asury. No steps were taken to remove or 
secure flu* auiinunition and stores; which were lying 
in lai’gc* <|uantities b<dh in the ordnance and regi- 
mental magazines. It is necessary to mention this 
fact to si low,, not only that full confidence was placed 
in the Nana, hut tliat no very serious view was taken 
of matters in general. The officers of the 2nd com- 
pany, and 1st and 56th Regiments N. L, were ordered 
to discontinue sleeping in fheir lines. 

Tilt* mutin\' commenced on the morning of the 6th, 
at 2 A.n., when the 2 ikI Cavalry and 1st Regiment 
N. L left their hbies; ’without, however, molesting 
their of1ic(‘rs, who on tlu* first alarm had proceeded 
to tlu‘ir lines. The ijisurgents proceeded first to the 
Treasury and Jlagazine, which were situated in the 
civil lines of 4lie western end of the station ; they 
obtained possession of both of these buildings without 
any opposition from the guards placed over them. 
They then entered tlic gaol, set the prisoners at 
liberty, and burnt all the adjacent public offices and 
records. They afterwards inarched out to Kullum- 
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pore, the first halting place on the road to Delhi, and 
there encamped ; being joined, before noon of the 
same day, by the o3rd and 56th Regiments Native 
Infantry. 

Seizing the opportunity of the revolt, the Nana 
possessed himself of a great portion of the Treasury; 
then repairing to the rebel camp, he persuaded them 
to return to Cawnpore, to destroy the houses situated 
therein, and annihilate the British officers and sol- 
diers, and every Christian resident, and then pi'oceed 
to Delhi or Lucknow; leaving a garrison behind 
to retain possession of the city and district of 
Cawnpore. 

Acting on his advice, and placing themselves 
under his orders, the rebels returned to Cawnpore 
the same evening. The Nana at once informed 
General Wheeler that he had returned to attack 
him. 

Intimidating all natives of any standing or im- 
portance, plundering everything in his way, and 
murdering every European who fell into his hands, 
the Nana soon made good his word, by bringing into 
position two of his own guns, and two heavy guns 
which he had procured from the Magazine. 

The cannonade from these guns commenced about 
10 A,M,, on the morning of the 7 tli June. 
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It is necessary, in order to render evident the 
sitiiatioirof the besieged, to .give -a short account of 
the unfortunate position that had been selected by 
(huieral WhtHhu*, and of tlie inadequate means that 
ha(l been taken to secure it 

TUq depot of IL M.’s 32nd Regiment, consisting 
of the sick, invalid women and children of the 
rtigiment, was located in two long barracks, in an 
extensive plain at the eastern end of the station. 
These barracks were single-storied buildings, intended 
each for tlie accommodation of a company of 100 
men; one of them was thatched, and both were 
surrounded by a flat-roofed arcade, or verandah ; the i 
walls were of brick, one and a half thick ; a well, and 
the usual out-ofHces were attached to tlie buildings. 

Around these barracks a trench -was dug, and the 
eartli thrown uj) on the outside, so as to form a 
parapet; which might have been five feet high, but 
was not even bullet-proof at the crest ; open spaces 
were likewu'se left for the guns, which were thus 
eiitirely unprotected. It may be imagined wdiat slight 
cover an entrenchment of this kind would furnish, 
either for the barracks or for men in the trenches ; 
while there was plenty of cover, both for miisketiy 
and guns, within a short distance of the barracks, 
of which the mutineers soon availed themselves. 
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To enclose the barracks, a parapet was required, 
and it is supposed that scarcity of labour, and the 
stiffness of the soil, which at the close of the hot 
season were nearly as hai\l as I'ock, were the causes 
w’hich prevented the construction of more solid 
defences. 

The cannonade commenced from the four guns 
before mentioned ; but the enemy’s artillery was soon 
strengthened from the Ordnance Magazine, and in a 
few hours they brought a fire on the barracks, on all 
sides, from fourteen guns and mortars in position. 

At first the besieged replied briskly to the fire of 
the rebels, but without any signal success ; for the 
guns in the entrenchments were field guns, and the 
enemy had not as yet advanced within 1,000 yards 
iVoin the barracks. The fire of the rebels also had 
little or no effect ; but on the second day of the siege 
they adopted more energetic measures ; the Maho- 
medan flag was raised in the city ; aU true Mussulmans 
were directed to join, and those who demurred were 
threatened, insulted, or fined. The Nana’s force was 
soon augmented by large numbers, and reinforced 
^daily. 

Having at his command a magazine stoi'ed with 
every description of ammunition and ordnance, with 
his treasury full, and the city bazaar in his hands, 
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it is not to be wondered ..at that he soon rendered 
the situation of the Europeans next to hopeless. 
An incessant fire of musketry was poured into the 
entrenchments from the nearest buildings; guns of 
lairge calibre, drawing gradually closer and closer, 
sent their shot and shell, without intermission, 
against the brick walls of the barracks ; and carcases 
fired the thatched buildings, in which numbers of sick 
and helpless women and wounded men were huddled 
together, many of whom were burnt alive ! 

The hospital stores were lost or destroyed, and 
all being now crowded into one building, without 
medicine, the sick and wounded died without relief. 
With the greater portion of their ammunition spent, 
the besieged were also forced to slacken their fire. 
In short their position was rendered hopeless and 
helpless in the extreme; and all this before the firing 
had lasted for half a week. 

There was a nullah or ditcli some distance in front 
of the intrenchments, by which the enemy pushed on 
a sap towards the barracks; and from this they 
poured in a near and deadly fire. 

On the west of the besieged an entirely new range 
of barracks had been in the course of construction, 
and behind the unfinished walls the rebels posted 
their matchlockmen. They -were, however, dislodged 
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by sortie after sortie; and at length two of the barracks 
were held by picqnets from the garrison. But the 
strength of the garrison was insnflEicient to prevent 
the rebels from placing their matchlockmen on the 
other side. Communications between the barracks 
became difH cult ; no one could move out of cover for 
one instant without drawing on himself the fire of 
twenty pieces. Water was at first drawn under 
shelter of the parapet at the edge of the well; but 
the parapet was knocked over, and soon not a drop 
could be obtained, save at the risk of almost certain 
destruction. 

The half-destroyed walls of the barracks, or the 
temporary expedient of piling up tents and casks, 
formed the precarious but only shelter that could be 
obtained. Food could only be carried from post to 
post by day ; and the dead were removed at night, 
and thrown into an adjacent well without the decency 
of burial. 

Relief was expected on the 14th June; but day 
after day brought no succour. Round shot and disease 
were doing their work; provisions ran short; and the 
misery endured by all can hardly be imagined* 

Yet the besieged, in successful sallies, took and 
spiked the nearest guns; driving away the mutineers 
and retiring, with little if any loss, to the trenches. 
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But the guns were either repaired, or replaced by 
others from the arsenal. Still, though the position in 
the barracks was quite untenable, the mutineers 
never mustered the courage to assault it. 

Nor were the Europeans in the trenches the only 
sufferers. Besides several Europeans captured in 
the city, many of the natives suspected of aiding or 
serving the British Force were put to death. A list 
was made of all the bankers, who were mulcted of 
their wealth, and property of every description was 
plundered or wantonly destroyed by the rebels. 

Up to the 26th June, however*, the British force 
held their own; though their loss in killed alone 
was upwards of 100, and the ladies and others were 
maddened by suffexnng. 

It can scarcely be wondered at, that when, on 
tliat morning, the Nana offered to treat, his propo- 
sition was listened to. It was worded as follows; — 
All soldiers and others unconnected with the works 
of Lord Dalhousie, who will lay down their arms and 
give themselves up, shall be spared and sent to Allah- 
abad.” 

Gaptaiii M commanding the detachment of 
H.M.’s 32nd, who had from the first directed the 
energies of the besieged, and invariably led their 
sallies, seeing the reduced state of the beseiged, and 
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relying on tlie word of the Nana, obtained permission 
to sign the paper; and, contrary to the advice and 
remonstrances of many other officers, the treaty was 
agreed to. 

Boats were immediately provided for the convey- 
ance of the remains of the garrison to Allahabad, and 
to these boats they proceeded on the morning of the 
27th of June. 

And now followed the most dastardly piece of 
treachery that has perhaps ever been pei^petrated. 
Hardly had the party taken their places in the boats, 
when, by previous arrangement, the boatmen set the 
thatched awnings of the boats on fire, and rushed on 
to the bank. A heavy fire of grape and musketi^y 
was then opened on the Europeans. Out of thirty 
boats two only managed to start; one of these was 
shortly swamped by round shot, but its passengers 
were enabled to reach the leading boat. Of those on 
board the other twenty-eight boats, some were killed, 
some drowned, and the rest brought back prisoners. 

The surviving boat, having fifty of the fugitives 
on board, proceeded down the river, followed by the 
rebels, who kept up an incessant fii^e from both banks. 
At the distance of six miles the boat grounded; 
its passengers remained passive until night, when 
the darkness enabled them to shove her off. They 
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piii’siied their way without interruption, till the boat 
again grounded at Mussapgurh, eight miles lower 
down. Here again the rebels attacked the boat, Ivilling 
many of the passengers ; but the assailants were driven 
off, and retired to Gawnpore. The Nana then imme- 
diately despatched two complete regiments in pursuit. 
At night a violent storm fortunately freed the boat 
from tlie sandbank ; but, from ignorance of the chan- 
nel, the boat again grounded further down. When 
daylight came it showed the iinhappy fugitives that 
their remorseless enemies had followed them up, and 
were on the bank- They had now reached Soorag- 
poor, thirty miles from Gawnpore. 

As it was found impracticable to move tlie boat, 
a party of fourteen landed to drive back tlieir assail- 
ants, whi(*li they did most effectually ; hut proceeding 
too far inland, tlu^y were surrounded, and on making 
their way hack to the river, lost all sight of the boat; 
they accordingly followed the hank for about a mile, 
when being hotly pressed, they were forced to take 
refuge and breathing time in a small temple. 

At the door of the temple one of the party was 
killed; the remaining thirteen, after attempting a 
parley in vain, had recourse to their firelocks, and 
several of the enemy were killed, or put hors de 
€ombat The rebels, fearing even to attack this 
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small band of Englishmeiij brought a gun to bear 
on the temple ; but finding that it made no impression, 
they had recourse to heaping up firewood before 
the doorway. Unfortunately, the temple was round, 
so that the party within could not prevent their 
pushing the wood round to the front. The fire, 
however, did not have the desired effect; some 
handfuls of powder were therefore thrown on it, 
the smoke of which nearly sufibcated the fugitives^ 
who determined to sally and take to the river. On 
their charging out of the temple, the enemy fled 
in all directions; six or seven of the party (who it 
was supposed could not swim) ran into the crowd 
and sold their lives as dearly as they could; the 
remaining seven threw themselves into the Ganges. 
Two of these were shot ere long; a third, resting 
himself by swimming on his back, unwittingly 
approached too near the bank and was cut up ; and 
the other four swam six miles down the river, three 
of them being wounded. At last, the leader was 
hailed by two or three sepoys belonging to a friendly 
rajah; who eventually proved to be Maharajah Dig 
Bejah Sing, Raja of Rais warra in Dude. 

Exhausted by a three days’ fast, and fancying 
from their not having been pursued for the last half 
mile of the flight that they -were safe, the fugi- 
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tiyes at once went to the Rajah, who protected 
and fed them from the 29th of June to the 28th 
of July. He ultimately piwided for their escort 
to the camp, by a detachment of Europeans pro- 
ceeding from Allahabad to Cawopore to join the 
force nnder the command of Brigadier-General 
Havelock. 

Of those who were unfortunately captured from 
the boats, many were killed at once; others, the 
wives and children of the European oifficers and 
soldiers, were placed as prisoners in a house in 
the cantonments of Oawnpore. Some of these were 
released from their sufferings by death; others, 
reserved for a more horrible fate, were kilied 
in batches, as the news of each succeeding victory 
of the Allahabad avenging column reached Cawn- 
pore. 

When General Havelock^ force reached Oawnpore, 
his victory that morning had sealed the fate of the 
last survivors. On the British force going into 
cantonments, the marks of butchery and bloodshed 
■were still fresh : the floor of the house in which the 
prisoners had been confined was foul with clotted 
blood and tangled masses of hair ; and the well 
close by was filled witli mangled corpses. Sadly 
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and sorrowfully fell the reflection on evexy heart 
that they had arrived, alas ! too late. 

Only four of the victims escaped to tell the tale of 
the mutiny at Oawnpore. 
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bound in cloth, with gilt edges, price 21. 12.?. Bd. 


of his story. Wo have read it with curiosity 
and gratification, as a fresh, full, and luminous 
report upon the condition of one of the most 
interesting divisions of Asia beyond the Gan- 
ges -A Z/ifincrMwi. 


Now 


The Essay makes quite a gem in its English 
form.’’*— ‘Westtninster Review. 

“ This invaluable Tract.” — Critic. 


Suggestions Towards the Future Government 

of India. By Habexet Maetineatj. 

Second Edition. Demy Bvo, price 5s. cloth. 


“ As the work of an honest able writer, 
these Suggestions are well worthy of attention, 
and no doubt they will generally be duly ap- 
preciated.”— 


SMITH, ELDER & CO. 3 

NEW PUBLIOATIONS—confmmZ. 

Traits and Stories of Anglo-Indian Life. 
By Lient-Colonel Abdison. 

With Eight llIuMrations^ price Bs. doth. 

The Autobiography of Lutfullah, a Mohame- 
dan Gentleman, with an A ccount of Ms Visit to Euglatid. 
Edited by E. B. Easttock, Esq. 

Third Edition, Small Post Bvo» Price Bs. doth. 


" Wo have road this hook with ■wonder and 
delight. Memoirs of a live Moslem gentleman 

arc a novelty in our lethirs Lntfullah’s 

story will aid, in its degree, to some sort of 
understanding of the Indian insurrection.”—- 
Athenamm, 

“ Head fifty volumes of travel, and a thou- 
sand imitations of the oriental novel, and you 
■wiil not get the flavour of Eastern lifo and 
thought, or the zest of its romance, so perfectly 
as in Liitfullah’s hook. It is readahle, 
instructive, and entertaining.”— 'JSeadfrr. 


“ As an a'utobiography tlio hook is very 
curious. It hears the strongest rcscmhlance 
io Oil Bias ot anything we have ever read.”— 
Spectator, 

“ Everyone who is interested in the pi*oseiit 
state of matters in India should read Lutful- 
lah’.s own account of himself and his people, as 
well as their peculiar and, general feeling 
towards the Feringee.s.”— 

“A treasure as well as a rarity in litera- 
ture.’ Meview, 


The Life and Correspondence of Sir John 
JfafcoZm, (J-Cli?. By JoHH William Kate. 

Two Volumes, 8m, With Portrait, Price 88s. doth. 


“ Tho hiograpliy is replete with interest 
and information, deserving to l» perused hy 
the student of Indian history, and suns to re- 
commend itself to tho general reader.”— 
Athencewn, 

“ One of the most Interesting of the recent 
biographies of our great Indian stateHincn.”— 
JVaiional Reviefo, 


“This book deserves to participate in tho 
popularity which it was tlie good fortutm of 
Sir John Malcolm to enjoy.” — 

Mevieiti. 

“ Mr. Kayo has used his materials well, and 
has ■written an interesting narrative, copiously 
illustrated with valuable document»/—i?r- 


British Rule in India. By Hareiet Mabmneap 

' ' PHfth Thousand, Price 2s, 8d, doth. 


“ A good compendium of a great atihject,’ 
Revmo, 


“A succinct and comprehensive volume,”- 
Lioder, 


Tiger Shooting in India. 

By Lieutenant Willum Rice, 25 th Bombay N. I. 

Super Bm, With Twelve Plates in ChromaJithography, 21$, dotJu 
“ These advastares, told in liandsome large | hunting in Bajpootana. The twelve chromo- 


lithograph 
lume hemr 


lirint, with spirited dtoomio-lithographs to il- lithographs are very valuable ^cessories to 
fustrate them, maite the volume before us m the narrative j i3iey have wonderful spirit and 

jaesasant leidiBg m itty fwcord of sporting 

achievements m tatve mm in “ 4 good volume of wild sport, alwiMlfcg 


uehievements m hum mm. in , “ 4 good volume of wik ,, 

. \ thmhtrnm. in tdf#at«i»i and hwodsowely with 

“ A remarkably plewMl hoA Of mlwitd pfes frtm spWM hy lh» 

tyres during several «>»»»« of * Iwge paw* a«tthw,”-~‘jKramf»ef . 


WOEKS PUBLISHED BY 


ME. EUSKIN’S WOEKS ON AET. 
Notes on the Pictures in the Exhibition of 

the Royal Academy, ^c., for 1858. Bjr John Eitskin. 

Thousand. Svo, price One Shiilmg. 

The Political Economy of Art. Price 2s. M. doth. 


“ A most able, elociuent, and well-timed 
work. We liail it with satisfaction, thinking 
it calculated to do much practical good, and 
we cordially recommend it to our readers,” — 
Witness. 

“ Mr. Euskin’s chief purpose is to treat the 
artist’s power, and the art itself, as items of 
the world’s wealth, and to show how these 
may bo best evolved, produced, accumtilated, 
and distributed,”~-A#Ae»(Bum. 


“We never quit Mr. Ruskin without being 
the better for what he has told us, and we 
therefore recommend this little volume, like all 
his other works, to the perusal of our readers,” 
— Economist. 

“ This book, daring, as it is, glances keenly 
at principles, of which some are among the 
I articles of ancient codes, while others are 
evolving slowly to the light.”— deader. 


The Elements of Erawing. 

Second Edition. Crown Bvo. With Illustrations drawn hy the Author. 
Price 7 .s. cloth. 


“ The rules are clearly and fully laid down ; 
and the earlier exercises always conducive to 
the end by simple and unembarrassing means. 
The whole volume is full of liveliness.” — 
Spectator. 

“ We close this book with a feeling that, 
though nothing supersedes a master, yet that 
no student of art should launch forth without 
this work as a compass.”— | 
“ It will be found not only an invaluable : 
acquisition to the student, but agreeable and | 


instructive reading for any one who wishes to 
refine his perceptions of natural scenery, and 
of its worthiest artistic representations,”-— 
Economist. 

“Original as this treatise is, it cannot fail 
to be at once mstructive and suggestive 
Literary Gazette. 

“ The most useful and practical book on 
the subject w|nch has ever come undei* our 
notice.”— i¥w. 


Modern Painters, Vol. IV. On Mounti 

Beauty. 

Imperial SvOf with Thirty-Jive Illustrations engraved on Steel, and 
116 Woodcuts, drawn by the Author. Price 2l 10^. cloth. 


Mountain 


“ Considered as an illustrated volume, this 
is the most remarkable which Mr. Buskin 
has yet issued. The plates and woodcuts are 
profhse, and include numerous drawings of 
mountain form by the author, which prove 
Mr- Buskin to be essentially an artist. He is i 
an unique man, both among artists and ' 
writers,”— 


Price 2l, 10^. cloth. 


“ The present volume of Mr. Buskin’s 
elaborate work treats chiefly of mountain 
scenery, and discusses at length the principles 
involved in the pleasure wo derive from 
mountains and their pictorial representation. 
The singular beauty of his style, the hearty 
sympathy with all forms of natural loveliness, 
the profusion of his illustrations form irre- 
sistible attractions.”— i>m7y Eews. 


Modern Painters, Vol. III. Of Many Things. 

With Eighteen Illustrations draum by the Author, and engraved on Steel. 
Price ZSs. cloth. 


“Every one who cares about nature, or 
poetry, or 'the story of human, development 
—every one who has a tinge of Hterature or 
philosophy, wiE find something that is fbr, him 
in this volume.” — Wutmimter Eepinto. 

“ Mr. Buskin hi in pt^ssc^saion of a clear and 
penetrating mind; he i» undeniably practical 
la his fUndam^xtal foB of the deepest 
reverimce for ah that appears to him beantifol 
and holy. His style is, as usual, clear# bold, 


racy. Mr. Buskin is one of the first writers of 
the day.”— JSjonowu^. 

“ The present volume, viewed as a literary 
achievement, is the highest and most strik- 
ing evidence of the author’s abilities that 
has yet been published.”— Zeader. 

“ All, it is to be hoped, will read the book 
for themselves- They will find it well worth 
a careful perusal.”— Memm. 


SMITH, ELDEE & CO. 
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WORKS OF MR. RXJSKIN— contad 
Modern Painters. Vols. I. and II. 

/ajp. YoL I. j 5th Edit, 18s. cloth, YoL II,, 4th Edit, 10s. 6c?. cloth, 

*‘Mr. Ktisldii’s work will send tlio painter ** A generous and impassioned review of tlio 
more than ever to the study of nature; will works of living painters. A hearty and earnest 
train men who have always been delighted work, full of deep thought, and developing 
spectators of nature, to he also attentive oh- great and striking truths in art.”— 
servers. Our critics will learn to admire, and Quarterly Review. 

mere admirers will learn how to criticise : **A very extraordinary and delightful hook, 

thus a puhlic will he educated,”— 'ilZncl'icoodV full of truth and goodness, of power and 
Magazine. bQmiY***~~NorthMriti&li Review. 

The Stones of Venice. 

Complete in Three Volumes, Imperial 8vo, with Eifty-three Elates and 
numerom Woodcuts, draion by the Author, Price 5L Ws, 6d,, cloth, 
EACH VOhITM® MAT BE HAD SBBABATBLY. 

You 1, TimmYmAT10m,with2lPlates,price^L%^^^ 

You II. TKE STOmm, wiilt 20 Plates, price 2128, 

VoB. Iir. THE FALL, with n Plates, price ll, lU, 8d, 

“ This hook is one which, perhaps, no other of an earnest, religions, progressive, and in- 
man could have written, and one for which formed mind. The auttior of this essay on 
the world ought to he and will he thankful. It architecture has condensed into it a poetic ap- 
is in the highest degree eloquent, acute, stimu- prehension, the fruit of awe of God, and 
lating to mought, and fertile in suggestion, delight in nature ; a knowledge, love, and 
It wfii, wo are convinced, elevate taste and just estimate of art ; a holding fast to fhctand 
intellect, raise the tone of moral feeling, repudiation of hearsay; an historic breadth, 
kindle henevolcnce towards men, and in- and a fearless challenge of existing social prob- 
crease the love and fear of God.”— lems, whose union we know not where to find 
The ‘ Stones of VeniceMs the production paralleled.”— 

The Seven Lamps of Architecture. 

Second Edition, with Fourteen Plates drawn by the Author, Imperial Svo, 
Price It 1^. cloth, 

“ By the ‘ Seven Lamps of Architecture,’ “ Mr. Ruskin’s hook hears so unmistakeahly 
•we understand Mr. Ruskin to mean the seven the marks of keen and accurate observation, 
fundamental and cardlnanaws,ttte observance of a true and subtle judgment and refined 
of and obedience to which are indispensable sense of beauty, joined with so much eamest- 
to the architect, who would deserve the name, ness, so noble a sense of the purposes and 
The politician, the moralist, the divine, will business of art, and such a command of rich 
find in it ample store of instructive matter, as and glowing language, that it cannot but tell 
well as the artist. The author of this work powerfully in producing a more religious 
belongs to a class of thinkers of whom we have view of the uses of architecture, and a deeper 
too few amongst us.”— Jgiramfncr. insight into its artistic principles.”— . 

Lectures on Architecture and Painting. 

With Fourteen Cuts, drawn by the Author, Second Edition, Crown Bvo 
Price Bs, 6d, cloth, 

** Mr. Rnskin’s lectures— eloquent, graphic, “ We ooncseive it to be impossible that any 

and impassioned— exposing and ridiculing intell^eat persons could l&ten to the lec- 
some of the vices of our present system of tures, however they might differ firom the 
building, and exciting his hearers by strong judgments asserted, and from the general pro- 
motives of duty and pleasure to attend to positions laid down, without an elevating in- 
architecimre — m*e very successful.”— A’cowo- fiuence and an aroused enthusiasm.”— 
misL tutor, 

A Portrait of John Rushin, JEsq., Engrcmeihy 
F. Holl, from a Drawing by Geobse Richmokd. 

Prints^ One Guinea ; India Proofs, Two Guineas, 
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WORKS PUBLISHED BY 


RECENT WO RES. 


Captivity of Mussian PrmceBses m tfie Cmi’- 

casus: including a Seven Months* Mesideme in ShamiPs 
SeragliOj, in the Years 1854-5. Traiislated from the 
Russian, by H. S. Edwaebs. 

With an authentic Portrait of Shamil^ a Plan of his House^ and a Map, 
Post 8v0j price lOs, 6d. cloth. 

** A bools: tbm wMcli there are few novels 
more interesting. It is a romance of the 
Gancasns. The account of life in the house 


of Shamil is Ml and very entertaining; 
and of Shamil himself we see much.”--ii’a?' 
uminer. 


The story is certainly one of the most 
curious we have read; it contains the best 
popular notice of the social polity of Shumil 
and the manners of his i>eople.” — Leader, 

“ The narrative is well worth rcucUng.”— - 


Esmond. By W. M. Thackeka.t, Esq. 

A New Edition in One Volume, Crown ^vOf price Cs, cloth. 


“ Apart from its special merits “ Esmond ’V 
must bo read just now as an introduction to 
“ The Virginians.” Itis quite impossible fully to 
understand and enjoy the latter story without 
a good Imowledge of “ Esmond,” The two 
first numbers of “ The Vir^nians” abound 
with references which can only be properly 
appreciated by those who have the previous 
history of the Esmond family .itesh in their 
recollection. The new tale is in the strictest 
sense the sequel of the old, not only intro- 


ducing the same characters, but continuing 
their history at a later period.’VZcaa'*^?’. 

“ Mr. Thackeray has selected for his hero a 
very noble type of the cavalier softening into 
the man of 'the eiglitcenth century, ami for 
his heroine one of the sweetest women that 
ever breathed from canvas or from book 
since Eaffaelle painted and Shakspeare wrote. 
The style is manly, clear, terse, aiul vigorous, 
reflecting every mood-pathetic, graphic, or 
sarcastic— of the writer,”— ^S'|>ec^a^or. 


The Principles of Agriculture; especially 
Tropical . By P. Lotbll Phiihps, M.D. 


Demy Svo, price 7s. Cd. cloth, 

‘.‘This volume should be to every fhrm- “ This treatise contains nearly all that is 
house, and it would pay a laitdlord to present known of the science of agriculture.”— G6- 
it to his tenants.”— Gn'tfc. serter. 


Meligion in Common Life. By William Ellis. 

Post SiVO, price 7s, Cd, cloth. 


“ A book addressed to young people of the 
upper ten thousand upon social duties. Mr. 
Ellis has sound views, and his style is simple 
and clear.”— 

** Lessons in Political Economy for young 


people by a skilful hand ; a clear knowledge 
is imparted, and sensible views arc worked out 
to demonstration. We cordially reconuiientl 
this work to all who are interested in the edu- 
cation of the young.” — Economist. 


171 


Victoria, and the Australian Gold Mines 
1857 ; with Notes on the Overland Route. By Wil- 
liam Westgakih. 

Post 8w, with Maps, price lOfi. cloth. 

A ^ationaI,^^ vigorous. 


“Mr. Westgarth has produced a reliable 
and readable book well stocked with informa- 
tion, and pleasantly interspersed with inci- 
dents of tatsaved and views of colonial life. It is 
clear, sensible, and suggestive.”— 

“ A lively account of the most wonderM 
bit of colonial experience that the wwto’s 
^biktery has 

“ We think Mr. Westj^Vs book much the 




drtsis ■' 


illustrative report 
upon the progress" of the greatest colony in 
Australia.”— Amcfer. 

“The volume contains a large amount of 
statistical and practical information relating 
to Victoria.”— jSfptfrfG/Sor. 

“To those who refer to these pages for 
solid and guiding infonnation, tliey will prove 
most valuable.” — Qlohe. 

“The best book on the subject.— Griffs. 
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EECENT WOliKS-contmued. 


The Life of Charlotte Bronte. 

Author of “ Jane Eyeb,” “ Shihlbt,” " Villeotb,” &c. 
Bj Mbs. G-ASEEiiij Author of “North and South/’ &c. 

TMrd Edition., Reoisedy TwO' Volume.% Post Svo., with a Portrait of Miss BronW 
and a View of Haworth Church and Parsonage, Price 24s. cloth. 


** Wg reprd tie record as a monument of 
courage and endurance, of suffering and 
triumph. . ... All the secrets of the 

literary worltmansliip of the authoress of 
* Jane Eyre ’ are unfolded in the course of tills 
extraordinary narrative.”— iTf/nejr. 

“ Mrs. Gaskeli has jiroduced one of the best 
Biographies of a woman bya woman which wo 
can recall to mind,” — Athenmum. 


*‘ Mrs, Gaskeirs ‘ life of Charlotte BrontH* 
has placed her on a level with the best biogra- 
phers of any counti‘y.”—(7/(5&c. 

MThls work cannot fail to be of the deepest 
interpstt and it has a special interest for female 
teoAen.^^—Mconomist, 

“ The whole strange and pathetic story of 
the BrontS family is falthftilly told in Mrs. 
Oaakeirs memoir*”— CHfic, 


The Sea Officer’s Manual; being a Com- 

pendlum of the Duties of a Commander ; Firsts Second^ 
Thirds and Fourth Officer ; Offi^oer of the Watch; and 
Midshipman in the Mercantile Navy, By OAFTAm A, 
Pakish, of the East India Merchant Service^^ 

Second Edition, Small Post Bvo^ price Bs, cloth, 

“A very lucid and compendious manual* { “A little book that ought to be in great 
We would recommend youths intent upon a req.uest among young seamen.”— j574raro*>irr. 
seafaring life to study iV'^-Atherneum, i 

, , . I ■ 

Third Series of Sermons. 

By tlie late Rev. Feed. W. Robeetson^ A,M,3 Incumbent 
of Trinity Chapeb Brighton. 

Second Edition, Fast Suo, with Portrait, price 9s. cloth. 

FIllST SEIUES—i'owr^/t Ediiim, Post Bw, price 9s, cloth, 

SECOND SEEIEB — Fourth Edition, price 9s, cloth. 


** Very beautiful in feeling and occasionally 
striking and forcible in conception to a re- 
markable degree.”— (!7«ard«an. 

‘*Mr. Robertson, of Brighton, is a name 
familiar to most of us, and honoured by all to 
wdiom it is familiar.”— <?ibbs. 


•‘These sermons are full of thought and 
beauty. ITiere is not a sermon in the sesries 
that does not fumlah evldenoe of ODriglnalify 
without extravagance, ,of discrimination witli- 
ottt tediousness, and of piety without cant or 
conventionalism.”— Quarterly, 


Antiquities of Kertch, and Researches in the 
Cimmerian Bosphorus. Pdncan McPhekson, M.D., 
of the Madras Army, P.R.(i.S.,M. AL, Inspector-General 
of Hospitals, Turkish Contingent 

Imperial Quarto, with Fourteen Plates and numerous Illustrations, including 
Eight Coloured Fac- Similes of Relics of Antique Art, price Two G’uinms, 


“ It is a volume whieh deserves the careful 
attention of every student of classical antiquity. 
No one can fall to be pleased with a volume 
■vvijieh has so much to attract the eye and 
to gratify tlm lore of be»ui|f «lii|pue« in 


design The volume is got 

up with great care and taste, and one of 
the handsraneBt works tiiat have recently 
tewed tew thi Engilsh 
Misim* 
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WOEKS PUBLISHED BY 


REGENT WORKS-confoW. 

Annals of British Legislation, a Classified 

Summary of Parliamentary Papers* Edited by Pbo- 

BESSOK 

THB TWBNTY«-THmD PART IS JtlST ISSUED. 

“ A. scries that, if it be always managed as 
it is now by Professor Levi, will last as long 
as there remains a legislature in Great Bri- 
tain,”— iS?a:am*ner. 

“ It would not be easy to over-estimate the 
utility of Professor Levi’s serial. It has the 

Life and Sermons of Tauler. 

Translated by Miss Susanna Winevoeth. With a 
Preface by the Rev. Ghaeles Kinsslet. 

Small Ato, Printed on Tinted Papers, and bound in antique style^ with red edges, 
suitable for a Present Price \bs, 

AA^isit to Salt Lahe ; being a Journey across 
the Plains to the Mormon Settlements at Utah. By 
Wai-iAM Ghandless. 

Post 8uo, toitli a Map, price 9s* cloth. 

The Political Life of Sir Robert Peel. 

By Thomas Doubeedat. 

r Two Volumes, %vo, price l%s. cloth. 

The JEuropean Revolutions ojT 1848. 

By Ed-vvaei) Gaylet. 

Crown Bvo, price Gs. cloth. 

Signs of the Times ; or. The Dangers to Relh 
giotts Liberty in the Present Lay. By the Ghevaeiee 
Bunsen. Translated by Miss Susanna W inewoeth. 

One Volume, Svo, price IGs, cloth. 

Stories and Shefches. By James PAm 

Post Svo, price 8s. 6c?. cloth. 

I Stoney’s Residence in Tasmania. 

^ Demy 8vo, with Plates, Cuts, and a Map^ price 14a cloth. 

; The Court of Henry VIII.: being a Selection 

j of the Despatches of Sebastian Giustinian, Venetian 

' Anibassador, 1515-1519. Tran s lated by Rawdon 

BeO-WN. Two Voh., crown Svo, price 21,9. cloth. 

Sight-seeing in Germany and the Tyrol, in the 
Autumn of 1855, By Sie John Eoebes, Author of 
' “A Plwsician’s Holiday,” &c. 

‘ ■ , PostBvo, uM Map and View, price 10a 6d cloth. 



merit of being an excellent idea zealously 
carried oxiV’—'Athenoeum, 

“We cannot imagine a more truly valuable 
and nationally important work than this. It 
is impossible to over-estimate its usefulness,”— 
Civil Strvice (HazeiU, 


RECENT WORKS— coMimwet?. 

Undine. From the German of “ De la Motte Fouqu(5.” 

Price One Shilling. 

Gonolly on the Treatment of the Insane. 

Demg Sw, price I4s. cloth 

ffophins’s Handbook of Average. 

Bvo^ price I2s. Qd. cloth 

Morice’s Hand-Book of British Maritime Law. 

BnOj price cloth 

Adams’s History and Topography of the Isle 

of Wight 

(Quarto, 25 Steel PIate.% cloth gilt edges, price 2L 2s. 

Waring’ s Manual of Therapeutics. 

Fcap. Bvo, price \2s.0d. cloth 

Yogel on Disorders of the Blood. 

Translated by Oeundbb Ooomak Det. 

Bvo, price 1 s. %d. cloth 

Duncan’s Campaign with the Turks in Asia. 

Two Vm,, post Bvo, price 2ls* cloth 

Ross’ s Account of Red River Settlement. 

One Volmm, post price lOs, 6d. cloth, 

Ross’s Fur Hunters of the Far West. 

Two Volumes, post Bm, With Map and Plate, 2ls, cloth, 

Russo-Turkish Campaigns of 1828 - 9 . 

By CoLONBi/ Chesney, R.A,, D.C.L., F.R.S. 

Third Edition, Post Bvo, with Maps, price 12s. cloth 

Thomsoris Military Forces and Institutions 

of Great Britain. 

Bvo, price 158. cloth 

The Militiaman at Home and Abroad; being 

the History of a Militia Regiment 
With Two iltchings, hy John Leech. Post Bvo^ price ds. cloth 

Lev^s Manual of the Mercantile Law of 

GreaS Britain and Ireland. 

Bvo, price 123, cloth 

Thomson’s Laws of War Affecting Commerce 

and Shipping, 

Second Edition, greatly enlarged, Bvo, price 4«. 5d, hoards. 



10 


WOEKS PUBLISHED BY 


WOEKS ON INDIA AND THE EAST. 

The Commerce of India with JEurope, and its 

Political Effects. By B. A. iRYiNa, Esq.^ Author of 
The Theory and Practice of Caste/’ 

Post price 7s, $d. cloth. 

Views and Opinions of Brigadier ^General 
Jacoby C,B. Collected and Edited by Captain Lewis 
Pelly^ Late Political Secretary Persian Expeditionary 
Force. Demy price \^s, cloth. 

Papers of the late Lord Metcalfe. 

Selected and Edited by J. W. Kaye. 

Demy price ICs, cloth. 

The Life of Mahomet and History of Islam to 
the Era of the Hegira, By William Muir^ Esq., Bengal 
Civil Service. 

Two Volumes Svoyprice Z2s. cloth. 

Tracts on the Native Army of India. By 
Brigadier-General Jacob, O.B. 

SiV0yprice2s,^d. 

Rife Practice* By Brigadier-General Jacob, C.B. 

I Fourth Edition, 8vo, price 2s, 

The English in Western India ; being the Early 
History of the Factory at Surat, of Bomhay. By Phibip 
AifDaESOir, AM. 

Second Edition, 8m, price 14«. cloth. 

Life in Ancient India. By Mus. Speik. 

With Sixty Elustrations by Q, Sciiaee. 8vo, price 1 5s,, elegantly hound in 
cloth, gilt edges. 

The Cauvery, Kistnah, and Godavery : being 

a Report on the Works constructed on those Rivers, for 
the Irrigation of Provinces in ike Presidency of 
Madras. By R. Baird Smith, F.G.S., Lt.-Col. Bengal 
Engineers, &c., &c* 

In demy 8vo, with 19 Plans, price 28a cloth. 

The Bhilsa Topes ; or, Buddhist Monuments of 

, Central India. By Major Ocnningham. 

Om Volume, Bm, with Tkkty-three Plates, price 30.9. cloth, 

./'.The Chmese and their Mebellionsf 

, ; ;By ThOMA» .iljAWE MeaBOTS. 

1 ' ‘ ' J ;?!.*-. Om pfeh Wilwae, Bvo, with Maps, price IS.s*. doth. 
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WORKS ON INDIA AND THE EAST— conimwed 
On the Culture and Commerce of Cotton in 
India. By Dr. Foebes Rotle. Swj^rice 18 s. cloth. 
Review of the Measures adopted in India for 
the Improved Culture of Cotton. By Dr. Foebes Royle. 
8®o, 2s. %d. cloth. 

The Fibrous Plants of India ftted for Cordage, 
Clothing, and Paper. By Drl Foebes Royle. Svo, 
price 12s. cloth. 

The Productive Resources of India. By Dr. Forbes 
Royle. Super Royal 8vo, price 14s. cloth. 

A Sketch of Assam; with some Account of the Hill 
Tribes. Coloured Plates, 8vo, price 14s. cloth. 

Butler's Travels and Adventures in Assam. One 
Volume 8vo, with Plates, price 12s. cloth. 

Hr. Wilson on Infanticide in Western India. 

Demy 8vo, price 12s. 

Rev. James Coley’s Journal of the Sutlej Campaign. 

Eoap. 8vo, price 4s. cloth. 

Crawfurd’s Grammar and Dictionary of the Malay 
Language. 2 vols. 8vo, price 36s. cloth. 

Roberts’s Indian Exchange Tables. Svo. Second 

Edition, enlarged, price 1 Os. 6£?. cloth. 

Waring on Abscess in the Liver. Svo, price Zs. fod. 
Laurie’s Second Burmese War- — Rangoon. Post 

8vo, with Plates, price 10s. 6d cloth. 

Laurids Pegu. Post Svo, price 14^. cloth. 

Boyd’s Turkish Interpreter: a Grammar of the 
Turkish Language. 8to, price 12s. 

BridgneWs Indian Commercial Tables. Royal Svo, 

price 21s., half-bound. 

The Bombay Quarterly Review. Nos. 1 to 9 at 5s. 

10 and 12, price 6s. each. 

Baillie’s Land Tax of India. According to the 
Mochummudm. Lam, 8vo, price 6s. cloth. 

BaiUie’s Moohummudan Law of Sale. Svo, price 
14s. doth. 

Irving’s Theory and Practice of Caste. Svo, pri(^ 

5s. cloth. 

GingelVs Ceremonial Usages of the Chinese. 

imperial 8to, price 9s. cloth. 
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WOEKS PUBLISHED BY 


NEW CHEAP SERIES OF POPULAR WORKS. 

In Small Post 8 vo, with targe Type, on good Paper, and neat cloth binding. 

Lectures on the English Humourists of the 18 ^A 
Century, By W. M. Thaokbeat, Author of “Vanity 
Fair,” “The Virginians,” &c. Price 2s. M, cloth. 

British Buie in India. Bt Hahkiei MAniiNEAu. 

Price 2s» Qd., cloth. 

The Political Economy of Art. By John 
Rhskin, M.A. Price 2s, 6d cloth. 

TO BE FOLLOWED BY 

The Town ; its Memorable Characters and 
Events, By Lbish Hunt, 

With 45 Cuts. 

AND OTHBU STANDAKD -WOKKS, 

CHEAP SERIES OP POPULAR FICTIONS. 

Well printed;, in large type, on good paper, and strongly 
bound in cloth. 


Jane JElyre. By Curkek Bell, 


Price 2s. 6d. doth. 


“‘Jane Eyre’ is a remarRable production, tlionglit, enaWethis talo to stand "boldly out 
Freshness and originality, truth and passion, from the mass, and to assume its own place 
singular felicity in the description of natural in the "bright field of romantic literature.” — 
scenery, and in the analysation of human Times. 

Shirley. By Ouebee Bell. Price 2s. 6d. cloth. 

“The peculiar power which was so greatly which, for strength and delicacy of emotion, 
admired in ‘ Jane Eyre* is not absent from are not transcended in the range of English 
this book. It possesses deep interest, and an tctioii **-—£!scaminer. 
irresistible grasp of reality. There are scenes 

Villette. By Ohebee Bell. Price 2s. Qd. cloth. 

“This novel amply sustains the fame of j as an original and powerful writer.”— 
the autlior of * Jane Eyre* and ‘Shirley* | Examiner. 

Wuthering Heights and Agnes Grey. By Ellis 
and Acton Bell. With Memoir by Ourrer Bell. 
Price 2s. 6d cloth. 

A Lost Lone. By Asheoed Owen. Prke 2s. doth. 

(JSfovj Ready.') 


TO BE FOLLOWED BY 


Heerhrooi. By Haebiet Maetineae. 
^'School for. feathers. By Talbot Gwtnnb- 

Edition. 


SMITH, ELDER ft CO. 


13 


hew NOYELS. , 

(to be hai at ail LIBKAEIES). 

Mmd SJcUlicorn^s Penance, By totomE 
Jageson, Author of “The Story of My Wardship. 

.TBe!j°imtaral.a^d displays . . 

m Craelest WroT^ of AM. By^the^Author of 

“Margaret; or. Prejudice at Home. Ivol. 

“ imstlie flrk requisite Ot a ■worirffidtion-it 19 amwlng. a V 

ne Uoon and the Fern. By B- G- 

‘<Tho^plrt^unli<«:taeyed,aTidtliecompo8i- 1 

anfskSully vorted j 

Gaion BUgh. By L. S. Lateku, Author of 

Erlesmere.” 2 yoIs. 


« « rraston Bliffli ’ is a good story, adcniraBly 

told, fuli of stirring incident, and abwiding in 

cleYcr Bketclies of ciiaracter . '—Critio, 


A cliarming work of fiction.’’— iforKfnQf 
CSronicte.^^ great power; the 

1 whole book sparkles vrit'b. apnU —Press, 


The TJvree Chances. By the Author of “ The Pair 

ap^rodSrmSt j thou^t " 

TchTnite House hy the Sea: a Love Story. 

By M. Betham-Ejwaeds. 2 toIs. 

Biverston. Geokmaka M. ■ Obaik. 3 vols. 

The Professor. By Otjebeb Bell. 2 vols. 

The Noble Traytmr. A Chronicle. 3 vols. 

Farina;aLe9erdofCfogne. 

Bv Geoege Mbeedith. 1 vol. _ ^ , 

Behw the Surface: a Story of English Country 

Th^RourPass; or, Englishmen in the High- 

lands. By Ebick Mackenzie. 3 vols. 

Kathie Brande. By Holme Lee. 2 vols. 

LudlnBlayfair^\ Thomas Mackeen. 3 vols. 



; WOKKS PUBLISHEJ) BY 

i^OVELS EOEI&cOMINGr ^ 

Sylvan Holt’s Dauahter b tt t‘ 
of «Kathie Brande,” &c. yds 

'"'Elylto^r- Jy . M. Cmxk, AutW , 

My Lady. 2 voh. 

Dawson. 2 vds 

Mutation. 3 vols. 

Old and Youna. i vd 


new books EOE YOl 

nJT 

Old Oinyerbread and the & 

rr ■ Colmtred} 

Hmca: a Story far Sundm 

■ITT 7 -r With Four Cuts, 

Uncle Jack, the Fault Killer 

“ An exMiiont little 

>”ent.edep,ee»ent I Ld 

Willie’s Birthday ; 

did what he Liked, . 

With Pour lUm 

Willie’s Rest: a Su..„. 

^^^anaagnoadealofel, 

Round the Fire 

“ “«e ^Mm.-’-Suurmu. 

of the Golden Rm, 


yon<3 tliecommon^place 
'-.d execi 3 tion.”-~i[^o&e, 

• showing how a . 
and how he Enjoyed it. 
ftratwm. Price 3s. ed., chA 

^■ay Story. 

’■ions. Price 3s. 6d cln/h 
«/ “EKtremlytelf"; 

lsss,X,y“i.JS 
Youn, 

Illusyations, price 3s. cl 
} True cliildren’s stories 


or, the Black 


Pcrjri.B. Pr\ 
Changing moral. 
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SMITH, ELDER & CO. 


MISCELLANEOUS- 

Elementary Works on Social Economy. Uniform in 

foolscap 8vo, lialf-boimd. 

I—OUTLINES OF SOCIAL ECONOMY. U. 
ir.~PKOGRESSIVE LESSONS IN SOCIAL SCD5NCE. 

IIL— INTRODUCTION TO THE SOCIAL SCIENCES. 2^'. 
IV.--.OUTLINES OF THE UNDERSTANDINa 2 s. 

V.—WHAT AM I? WHERE AM I? WHAT OUGHT I TO 
DO ? &c. Isf. sewed. 

Swainson's Lectures on New Zealand. Crown 8vo, 

price 25. 6i. cloth. 

Swainson’s Account of AucMand. Post 8 vo, with a 

View, price 65 . cloth. 

Playford’s Hints for Investing Money. Second 

Edition, post 8vo, price 2«. 6c?. cloth. 

Sir John Forles’s Memorandums in Ireland. Two 

Vols., post 8vo, price 1?. Is. cloth. 

Leigh Hunt's Men, Women, cmd Books. Two Vols. 

Price 10s. cloth. 

Table Talk. Bs. Qd. cloth. 

Wit and Humour. 5s. cloth. 

Jar of Honey. 5s. cloth. 

Sir John HerscheVs Astronomical Observations made 
at the Gape of Good Hope. 4to, with plates, price 42. 48. cloth. 
Darwin's Geological Observations on Coral Reefs, 
Volcanic Islands, and on South America. With maps, plates, 
and woodcuts, 10s. 6c2. cloth. 

LevUs Commercial Law oj the World. Two Vols., 

royal 4to, price 62. cloth. 

Juvenile Delinquency. By M. Hill and C. F. 

Cornwallis. Post 8to, price 6s. cloth. 

Doubleday's True Law of Population. Third Edition, 

8yo, 1 Os. cloth. 

McCann’s Argentine Provinces, Two Vols., 

post 8vo, with illustrations, price 24s. doth. 

Bowerofi's Tales of the Colonies. Sixth Edit. &. cloth. 
Goethe’s Conversations with Eckermann. Translated 
by John Oxenfoed. Two Vols., post 8vo, 10s. cloth. 
Ka/oanagh's Women of Christianity Exemplary for 
Piety and Charity. Post 8vo, with Portraits, price 12s., in 
embossed cloth, gilt edges. 
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16 WORKS PDBLII 


POETEY. 


The Six • Legends of King Goldenstar. By the 
late Anna Beadsteebt. Fcap. 8YOj'|jrice 6s. j 

** The author evinces more than ordinary power, a vivid imagination, guided by a mind I 
of lofty aim.”— 

England in Time of War. By Sydney Dobell, 

Autlior of Balder,” ^‘Tlie Roman,” &c. Crown 8vo, 55. cloth. 

“That Mr. Dobell is a poet, ‘England in time of War* bears witness in many single lines, and 
in two or three short poems.”— 

The Cruel Sister, and other Poems. Pcap. 8vo, As. cl. 

“ There are traces of power, and the versification displays freedom and skill.” — Guardian. 

Poems of Past Years. By Sir Arthur Hallam • 
Elton, Bart., M.P. Pcap. 8vo, 3s. cloth. 

“ A refined, scholarly, and. gentlemanly mind is apparent all through this volume.”— Xcac/er, 

Poems. ByMrs. Frank P. Fellows. Fcap. 8yo, 3^. cl. 

“ There is easy simplicity in the diction, and elegant naturalness in the thought.”— 

* Lota, AND OTHER PoEMS. By Devon Harris. * 

Reap. 8vo, 45. cloth, 

“ Displaying high poetic genius and power.” —EcUctio Jlemeio. 

Poetry from Life. By C. M. K. Fcap. 8vo, cl. gilt, bs. 

“ Elegant verses. The author has a pleasing fancy and a refined mind.”— 

Poems. By Walter E. Cassels. Fcap. 8vo, price 

85. cloth. 

“ Mr. Cassels has deep poetical feeling, and gives promise of real excellence. His poems are 
‘■•'y written sometimes with a strength of expression by no means tommmif— Guardian. 

Garlands of Verse. By Thomas Leigh. Fcap. , 

8vo, price 55. cloth. 

' , *< One of the best things in the * Garlands of Verse’ is an Ode to Toil. There, as elsewhere, 
thKre is excellent feeling.”-^'Xteami«er. 

Balder. By Sydney Dobell. Crown 8vo, 7s. &d. cloth. 

“ The writer has fine qualities i his level of thought is lofty, and his passion for the beautiftil 
jhaa tile truth of instinct. —.dfftawcewm. 

' Poems. \ By Wiluam Bell Scott. Fcap. 8vo, 5^. cl.V, 

, ' ' V ^Mr. Scott has poetic^ feeling, keen observation, deep thought, and command of language.”— ■ - 

Poems. By Mary Maynard. Fcap. 8vo, 4^. cloth. 

« We have rarely met with a volume of poems displaying so large an amount of power, 
with so much delicacy of feeling and grace of ^pression.”— €?iaKr<:A Ejigland 

^By CuBfXB, Ellis, and Acton Fcap. 

ofi^orace. ;In Eirftth; Lyrics. ,By 

Wlo wreiy^ if <w'» filliped 



